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?oni ,L gu3ly at Manchester Crown Court in June 


iWmSr W Manchester Crown Cot 
The i ^ SPOoncIs of diminished responsibility. 
„ S° me Secretary Mfchael Howard ordered her to serve 

tv»ma * or ‘‘retribution and deterrence" before 

Undoes hSitSS^ht** ft ^P aro1 ®’ but yesterday two High Court 
J uffl not stand in the light of the recent • 

S T m fev0ur of the juvenile Jailers of James 
Mr fS^iLn! - ^ I 'S n ? s *“* **tw the “i minimum tariff" set by 

® u ^ er casc was unlawful because it failed to 
ft“ e L® 0 ^ 111 of their youth and the legal requirement to consider 
Lhe on-gomg welfare of juvenile offenders 


MoD to sue over jet crash 

The Ministry of Defence is to sue an aerial photography company 
- C ° ms ? { ™ ^ a* RAF Jaguar jet sir years ago. 
j C l more than £7m compensation from the 

Leeds-based firm Skyviews & General as a result of a mid-air 
— H*?? n -5? w ? en ^ Ja S uar and a Cessna light aircraft over Wales 
m n,r WCdr John Mardon, 40, who was based 

al Jru Norfolk, died in the accident which happened 

while he was involved in a low-level training exercise. An official 
inquiry found that the crash was caused by the low-flying of Cessna 
pilot Robert Cooper, who was on an aerial photosraphv mission. 
He was also killed in the crash. ' 


Bridgewater man fined for theft 


* 


Michael Hickey’, one of the 
recently released Bridgewater 
Four, was yesterday fined £200 
and ordered to pay costs of £55 
for stealing a diamond ring 
from a jeweller's shop in 
Birmingham- Hickey, 35, (left) 
of Kidderminster, admitted the 
cftaqtje at Bi rmingham 
Magistrates Court but denied a 
further offence of possessing an 
offensive weapon. The 
prosecution offered no 
evidence on that matter and 
the charge was dismissed. After 
the hearing, Hickey's mother. Ann Whelan, said: “I suppose 
they've taken Michael's quite obvious circumstances into account, 
and I think they felt that's all they could do." Asked if she thought 
her son would now seek help, she said: "There will be a day in the 
future when he will say, ‘I need help’ - he cries every solitary day 
... He’s just very sad at the moment" 


Hague sets wedding date 


Tbry party leader William Hague is to marry his fiancee in a 
ceremony at the House of Commons, it was revealed yesterday. 

Mr Hague will wed Ffion Jenkins on 19 December in the chapel 
at the House of Commons crypt The marriage vows will be read in 
both English and Welsh - Miss Jenkins' first language. 


Train drivers reject peace move 


Industrial action by train drivers on a key part of the London 
commuter network will be reimposed from 8 July after proposals 
by the company were rejected yesterday by the drivers’ union. 

Aslef said revised proposals from Conne.v South Central, which 
runs trains into London from Hampshire, Surrey and Sussex, were 


*not acceptable and dp not meet the aspirations of our 
membership”. 


membership”. 

The last bout of action caused more than 300 trains to be 
cancelled from the summer train timetable. This cost die rail firm 
tens of thousands of pounds in fines from the regulator who 
penalised Coqnex for every train it did not run. Randeep Ramesh 


‘Round Britain Quiz* set to return 


World At One presenter Nick Garke is to host one of radio’s most 
challenging programmes - the Round Britain Quiz - when it returns 
to Radio 4 next month. The programme, which began in 1947, 
came off air last year after its co-chairman Gordon Gough died. 


Boy, 7, savaged by dog 


A seven-year-old boy needed 250 stitches to his head after being 
mauled by a dog in a neighbour’s garden. Gary Brown, of Antrim, 
suffered a severed artery in his neck and numerous puncture 
wounds to his head. He was said last night said to be in a stable 
condition in hospital The dog, a rare Japanese breed “larger than 
a rottwefler", was destroyed. 


Correction 


Contrary to the caption which appeared in early editions of The 
Indcperuderu on 26 June, Securicor st£ll holds its contract with the 
Home Office to escort prisoners in the Metropolitan Police area. 
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NO SOFT SOAP: Forma* EastEnder Anita Dobson (second from left) with past and present cast 
members of (be Bfi&soap opera, at the funeral yesterday of the show's creator, Julia Smith. The 
service, at Mortiake Crematorium, London, was also attended by the BBC1 controfler, Alan Yentob, 
who sod: "She had a real belief in the contemporary world, she wanted to teD stories of her time.'’ 


Brendan Foster takes gold 
in a very different arena 


F ormer Olympic athlete and television commenta- 
tor Brendan Foster will triumphantly join the mul- 
ti-millionaire race this month. The long-distance 
runner is floating his sportswear, sponsorship and event 
marketing company on the stock market In three 
weeks’ time. 

Nova International - to be renamed View From in- 
ternational, on flotation - is likely to be valued at between 
£1 Om and £1 2m. After flotation, Mr Foster estimates he 
will have a 40 par cant suika, worth about £4.5m. 

Foster set up Nova International with three friends, 
nine years ago. They had been working at Nike (UK) and 
wore involved in building up the US sportswear giant's 
UK business between 1981 and 1987. 

Speaking yesterday from Nova International's New- 
castle offices, Mr Foster said: “We decided to have a go 
ourselves and it just took off. “We planned to enter the 
national arena and gradually expand internationally. " 

Realising that expansion required an injection of fi- 
nance from the City, the directors took advice on float- 
ing the company four months ago. 




Darts players 
settle feud 


Hague to marry in Commons 


The Tory party leader, William 
Hague, is to marry his fianede in a 
ceremony at the House of Com- 
mons, it was announced yesterday. 

Mr Hague will marry Ffion Jenk- 
ins on 19 December fn the chapel 
at the House of Commons crypt 

The marriage vows will be read 
In both English and Welsh - Miss 
Jenkins’ first language. 

Mr Hague, 36, and Miss Jenk- 
ins, 29, have chosen a traditional 
wedding sendee which will be con- 
ducted jointly by the Speaker's 
chaplain and a Welsh Methodist 
minister. 

The couple do not want their 


wedding to be a political event, 
and around 140 family and friends 
are expected to attend. 

A reception will be held in the 
State Rooms of the Speaker’s 
House, followed by a wedding 
breakfast in the Members' dining 
room. The day after the wedding, 
a family party will be held in Wales 
to reflect the balance between the 
couple's backgrounds. 

Miss Jenkins, who was engaged 
to Mr Hague In March, is the 
daughter of Emyr Jenkins, a for- 
mer director of the Eisteddfod who 
is now chief executive of the 
Welsh Arts Council. 


A four-year feud involving the 
world's top darts players was set- 
tled in the High Court yesterday 
when opposing sports bodies 
agreed to a charter of “peaceful 
co-existence”. 

Fourteen top players, including 
Eric Bristow, John Lowe, Xlocky" 
Wilson, Cliff Lazarenko and Phil 
Taylor, began a court action last 
week against the British Darts Or- 
ganisation, claiming it had a mo- 
nopoly on running events and 
competitions. 

in the deal announced yester- 
day, the players, banned by the 
BOO when they broke away to 
form the World Darts Council in 
1993, regained the right to com- 
pete freely. 

Under the terms of the agree- 
ment the BDO and WDC, renamed 
the Professional Darts Council, 
recognise the darts tournaments 
are not the exclusive preserve of 
any one organisation. They both 
accepted the need to promote the 
freedom of individual darts players 
to play in open competition and to 
recognise each other's existence. 

in return, the players dropped 
their claim for damages through 
being barred by the BDO. 





SOCIETY 

Lack of basic skills can 
mean a miserable life 


Those who leave school without basic skills are heading for ; 
unemployment. loneliness and illness, according to a survey! 
published yesterday. ^ 

A Stutfy far the Basic Skills Agency, carried out hy Lowkfrs City 
University, found that one in five of 1,700 adults qucationc<§iad 
very low literacy or very low numeracy. Some could not cveffread 
aloud from a children's book. jf 

Researchers who tracked the adults from birth to the age |f 37 
found that It was very difficult for people to make up for a plot 
start later in life: us manv people reported problems at 21 as«id so 

at 37. j 

Those who had most difficulty with reading and maths wetfc 
likely to have spent at least three more years out of work, wefe 
more than four times as likely to live in a household where neither 
partner was working and were much less likely to have voted m a 
general election. 

Women with poor skills were five times as likely to be classifed 
as depressed. _ Judith Judd 


CHURCH 


Slimmed -down Synod on the cards 


Proposals to ent the size of the General Synod of the Church of 
England by a third, and to radically overhaul the way In which the 
church's parliament works, were published yesterday: A report, 
Synodical Government in the Church of England: A Review, published 
fay Church House, is the culmination of a four-year review chaired 
by Lord Bridge of Harwich. It recommends that the number of 
suffragan bishops elected to the House of Bishops should be 
reduced from nine to six and that the maximum size of the 
General Synod be reduced from 57 5 to 390. 

The report's suggestions for 


the style and procedure of the 
General Synod, which have 
existed in their present form 
since 1970, include more 
imaginative use of prayer and 
quiet reflection and allowing 
the Synod to determine the 
frequency of its own meetings. 

Synodical Government in the 
Church of England: A Review, 
£5.95 from Church House 
Bookshop, 3 1 Great Smith 
Street , London SWJP 3BN. Tel: 
0171 340 0276. 

Clare Gamer 
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There are already Nova International distributors in 
the Republic of Ireland, Holland, Germany and Belgium. 
Mr Foster hopes to continue the expansion across Eu- 
rope, and ultimately expand into North America. 

He said: "We are expanding step by step and taking 
one thing at a time. 

"Thanks to our successful event marketing and ath- 
letics sponsorship contracts, View From is already a brand 
with credibility and a solid reputation. 

“A stock market listing gives us the scope to grow foe 
business and gives the View From name an increased 
profile in the active sportswear market” 

Foster’s business has supplied shoes and clothing 
for LWTs massively successful Gladiators series; 'and 
five years ago It won the contract to supply View from 
(at to the British athletics team. • 

Linford Christie, Sally Gunnell, Colin Jacksonqarfd 
Jonathan Edwards have all worn the sportswear. And 
Mr Foster is proud of the fact that these athletes have 
won gold medals In competion while wearing his firm’s 
clothing. Alexandra Williams 


Less depression after menopause 


Depression decreases in women after the menopause, according to 
a new report to be presented at the Royal College of Psychiatrists 
conference which begins today. 

It is a well-documented fact that women are more prone to 
depressive disorders than men, but this latest study shows that,- as a 
group, a large random sample of women over the age of 55 actually 
displayed lower levels of depression than men. The change in the 
ratio between the sexes is said to have been seen because of a 1 
reduction in the female prevalence of depression, rather than an 
increase in male prevalence. 

The author of the report, Professor Paul Bebbingtcm, of . 
University College Medical School in London, used data from the 
National Survey of Psychratric Morbidity to test the hypothesis that 
the excess of depression in women disappears In the post- 
menopausal years and tbaj obvious social explanations for this are 1 
inadequate. Lay interviewers carried out psychiatric assessments of 
a random sample of 9,762. peqple. ... 

The study was unsuccessful in explaining the findings in terms of 
social variables, such as marital sex, child-care or employment 
status, and therefore cannot rule out the suggestion that the dip in 
rates of depression after the menopause is directly related to the 
passage through the menopause. Clare Gamer 
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HEALTH 

Solvent abuse death toll rises 


A “most alarming" rise in deaths from solvent abuse was reported 
to Parliament by the Government yesterday The public health 
minister; Tessa JoweU, told the Commons that finalities rose to 68 

■ V AAT *al. eO ALj. 


in 1995, compared with 58 the year before. ^ . 

The study, published by St George's Hospital Medical School in 
London, showed there had been a steady decline from a peak, of 
151 deaths in 1990. 

Ms JoweU said: “This increase in deaths, after such an 
encouraging downward trend in previous years, Is most alarming. 

“Equalling distressing is the recognition that every one of these 
68 deaths was preventable and might have been avoided if the 
individuals concerned had been rally aware of the potentially fatal 
consequences of solvent abuse." 



NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 4:L2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the fast half of 1996 
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The author Jfliy 

e ‘ Other literary 

■ ^ w. ? ames were 
behind the tills as 
wall as on the 
shelves at 
Hatchards 

bookshop in 
central 
“b™. yesterday, 
. to celebrate the 
Jjy*» bookseller's 
"Wto anniversary; 

writes Louise Jury. 
Antonio Cartuccio, 
we restaurateur, 
* 8S In cookery on 
roe third floor, and 
Sebastian Faulks 

couW he spotted 
biography on 
the ground floor. 
The bookstore 
has had 
celebrations 

underway for 
some time with its 
annual authors of 
the year party in 
May attended by 
authors such as 
u ASByatt, 
Hammond Innes, 
PD James and 
Sahnan RuShdie 

Photograph: 

. Tony Buckingham 
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over missing deadlines 


Louise Jury 

It was a move likely to send a shiv- 
er down the spine "of every author 
in the land. The American division 
of HarperCoUins has cancelled 70 
books because the writers missed 
their deadline. 

Though the publishers' British 
ami was insisting yesterday that no 
such drastic action was contem- 
• plated here, the very notion gave 
. some literary agents and writers 
apoplexy. Missed deadlines have 
been long regarded as par for the 
' course. 

David Godwin, agent for writers 
including Ben Okri and current 
bestseller Arundhati Roy. said 
wfci! had happened in America was 
‘•extraordinary. shocking, ridicu- 
■ kuis“. 

“Nearly all authors are late. 
Prolvibiy IO per cent are on time. 

! but most are late for all Jands of 
perfectly obvious reasons.* 1 he said. 
"It would he catastrophic to have 
that kind of rule of thumb. It's just 
an excuse - they are just trying to 
gel j id id most of their books. 

Certainly the company in .Amer- 
ica has been having a lough time, 
li posted losses of around £4 Jm for 
the Iasi qinuter of the financial year. 

In Britain, it has. like many 
publishers, been cutting back its 
lists of new titles in recent years 
tom a peak of 600-700 to 500 now. 
However, it still points proudly to 
a list of authors from Jeffrey 
Archer to JG Ballard and Jung 

^gS Gordon, agent for Fay Wei- 




SIR EDWARD HEATH 

Has toyed with the Idea of 
memoirs since leaving 
office in 1975. He signed a 
contract with Weidenfeld in 
1985, but no book has 
been forthcoming. This 
year signed a new contract 
with Hodder Headline. 


don and ECter Ackroyd, said pub- 
lishers were perfectly entitled to 
cancel books if authors did not 
adhere to a delivery date. 

Most did not, but “times are 
tough" m the industry at present. 
If a publisher paid an advance and 
the book was delivered, a year 
late, the outlay was outstanding for 
another year as well. "The author 
says it doesn’t matter, but often it 
does," Mr Gordon said. 





NORMA MAJOR 

She admitted that probably 
her time of greatest anxiety 
was when she was writing 
her book about Chequers. 
“I felt very pressured by 
deadlines passing." 


Yer producing a book is difficult 
Mr Gordon represents one author 
who needs lawyers 1 letters before 
he can get his books in. 

And Barry Unsworth, the Book- 
er Prize-winning author, was "In- 
variably late" because he took 
"infinite trouble" in his writing, Mr 
Gordon said. 

"He thinks he will be able to 
write a book in two years and it 
takes three or four. His publishers 


DOUGLAS ADAMS 

The author of The Hitch- 
hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy 
is notorious for needing 
bullying to produce. His 
editor, Sue Freestone, 
moves in to fits home to 
oversee writing when 
deadlines loom. 


have always waited." Yet Peter Ack- 
royd and Fay Weldon both pro- 
duced prolificaOy and punctually. 

“Eteter Ackroyd manuscripts pile 
up like aircraft over Heathrow. He 
delivers a book about eveiy nine 
months and is never late," Mr Gor- 
don said. 

Another agent, Lisa Eveleigh, 
said most publishers did not mind 
as Jong as they were told. “Tve nev- 
er had a contract cancelled for late 


SHIRUEY CONRAN 

Earlier this year, she 
announced she was suing 
her publishers for alleged 
breach of a £750,000 
contract She said she had 
agreed two postponements 
for her new novel, but 
made the final deadline. 

They thought she was four 
days late. 

delivery. I would imagine all these 
authors are extremely surprised," 
she said. 

Many publishers were stream- 
lining thdr books, aiming to do few- 
er better, she said. “It's probably 
a healthy thing for the industry at 
the end of the day. But some ca- 
reers will end because of this." 

Mark Le fimu, of the Society of 
Authors, said he bad beard of no 
company cutting a swathe through 


its lists like the American division 
of HarperCollins. 

“Books do get cancelled and if s 
very frustrating and difficult for 
authors," he sard. But traditional- 
ly the publisher-author relationship 
was considered "crucial" and pub- 
lishers tried not to upset it 

“Thin® have changed a lot 
though. There used to be great talk 
about loyalty. But the whole state 
of publishing is in such flex that 
publishers are no longer loyal to 
authors so authors move about 
more than they did." 

Alice Thomas Ellis, the novel- 
ist, said she was good at deadlines 
when she was writing journalism. 
Books were a different matter. 

“I had to run like hell with A 
Wslsh Dzildfcjail was idfing along 
and then the deadline started to 
loom," she said. 

About 18 mouths ago, she 
agreed to write a new book that was 
due this November. She has writ- 
ten a page mid a half and has logo 

be late. 

Tony Lacey, publishing director 
of Penguin, said his company bad 
some contracts that went back as 
much as seven or eight years. 
Some authors were notorious for 
their tardiness. 

Academic publishing was less 
concerned about deadlines be- 
cause the advances were small 
therefore there was less money out- 
standing. Deadlines were more of 
an issue with big advances. “Throw- 
ing the money out there into a hole 
is a bit alarming," 


Hold on a second; this is the year’s longest. And it matters 


Charles Arthur 

Science Ed<tor 

Despite appearances, 

fewest day vf lhtf 5P r ; W * 1Cn 'S 

v-ven other day simply has -4 
hou/x today has a total of -4 

hours and 1 second. 


Due io the Earth’s slowing rotation, 
alert insomniacs awake at lam this 
morning would have heard six 
pips, rather than five, before the 
long pip at the hour. The extra sec- 
ond was added on at the same time 
across the world, so that satellite 
systems and high-speed data links 


would not find themselves out of 
step, depending on their time 
zone. 

Without such coordination, navi- 
gation equipment could become 
catastrophically misaligned, lead- 
ing airplanes to fly far off course. 
Happily, the adjustment also 


means that the millennium will oc- 
cur on time. 

While the need for the extra 
“leap second", added on at 0000 
GMT might not have been obvi- 
ous with older timepieces, modern 
atomic caesium clocks are so ac- 
curate - to less than one second in 


31X1,000 years - that they can de- 
tect the varying rotational speed of 
our planet, caused by the interac- 
tion of tidal “friction" from the 
gravitational pull of the sun and 
Moon, and the fluid composition 
of the Earth’s core. 

The International Earth Rota- 


tion Service, based at the Paris Ob- 
servatory, determines from time to 
time that an extra second must be 
added to the time. Tbday’s was the 
21st leap second to be introduced 
since the caesium-based “Umver- 
sal Coordinated Time'' (UTQwas 
adopted in 1973, 


imi 


It’s all in 
your mind 


lojo Mayes 


The grumpy mood and inability to get out of 
bed mat characterises many people’s Monday 
mornings may be all in the mind, according 
to a new study. 

Research to be tfecussed at the annual meet- 
ing of the Royal GoDege of Psychiatrists, which 
begins today, found that people who believe 
that they will suffer from the “Monday Blues" 
are more likely to experience them. 

Giles Croft, a 24-year-oki medical student 
who designed and carried out the study, set 
up three srnnple groups of 22 people. One 
group received a copy of a “report" entitled: 
“Monday Blues - The Myth", which refuted 
the existence of Monday-related depression 
and, using graphs, emphasised that it was no 
different to any other weekday. 

The second received a report entitled 
“Monday Blues - Here to stay 1 *, emphasising 
the bad moods associated with Mondays and 
illustrated with a graph “proving" this. The 
third group received nothing at ml 

All participants also wrote a “daily mood 
diary" for two weeks, in which they wrote mea- 
sures of how they had felt and ranked days of 
the week retrospectively is terms of feelings. 

“We used the “Monday blues" because 
they’re not a recognised phenomenon. We used 
them because I thought 1 would be able to ma- 
nipulate people into thinking they did or didn't 
exist,” Mr Croft said. 

The results showed that on Mondays the 
“anti-blues’" group reported significantly more 
positive feelings (enthusiastic, inspired and 
strong) than the “pro-blues" group. When av- 
erage scores for each day were ranked, the 
“pro-blues" group rated Monday as the worst 
day of the week, while the “anti-blues’' did not 

“The manipulation appears to have worked 
for concurrent reports yet when asked to recall 
how they felt over two weeks afterwards each 
group came bade saying Monday was the worst 
They persuaded themselves with hindsight." 

Mr Croft concluded that direct manipula- 
tion of expectations can affect mood. This, they 


ample, their expectations of illness. It also 
shows, they say, the “relative unreliability" of 
restrospective self-reports of mood. 
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BA tries to head off a second strike 


Talks are to be held aimed at 
averting damaging strikes at 
British Airways after a second 
group of workers voted to walk 
out. 

While hopes rose of a peace 
formula to head off industrial ac- 
tion by the airline’s ground stag, 
cabin crew made a call for 72- 
hour strikes. The recomraenda- 
tioo, made at a meeting near 
Heathrow Airport, win be put to 
the Transport and General 
Workers' union general secre- 
tary, Bin Moms, for approval to- 
day. A union spokesman said the 


But cabin crews are planning to start disrupting flights from next week, says Barrie Clement 


mood of the branch members 
was “determined" 

Robert Ayting, chief executive 
of BA, said last night lhat he was 
prepared to discuss the terms 
and conditions of employees at 
the company's catering division 
which is to be sold off. 

The union earlier in the day 
announced that 4,150 of its BA 
airport workers had voted for 
strikes in protest at the sell-off 
with 2,485 against in a turnout 


of nearly 70 per cent- Mr Ayling 
refasedto rule out negotiations 
on a pay and conditions deal im- 
posed on stewards and stew- 
ardesses which prompted a 70 
per cent vote by cabin crew for 
action. But prospects for such 
talks seemed to be less likely. 

Mr Morris pointedly re- 
marked lhat calls for strikes by 
cabin crew staff would not be ir- 
revocable and simply consti- 
tuted a recommendation. Mr 


Morris reserved the right to take 
the final responsibility. That 
could mean action being sus- 
pended while talks took place. 

Mr Ayling welcomed a letter 
from the transport union leader 
which paved the way for talks 
over the dispute involving 
ground staff. He said the com- 
pany had been calling for dis- 
cussions on the catering sell-off 
since 17 April and saw no rea- 
son why there should not be a 


“sensible agreement within the 
next couple of days". He be- 
lieved he enjoyed “a good per- 
sonal relationship” with Mr 
Morris. 

While not ruling out negoti- 
ations with cabin crew, he re- 
peated his assertion that their 
representatives had walked out 
of talks and pointed out that the 
minority union. Cabin Crew 
*89, had accepted the formula. 
He called on Basra. the cabin 


crew section of the transport 
union, to put aside “militant lan- 
guage" and discuss its future re- 
lationship with BA. 

If either of the strikes went 
ahead, Mr Ayling said the air- 
line was determined to keep ser- 
vices operating “as normally as 
possible”, but it was coo early 
to assess what kind ofimpact in- 
dustrial action might have on 
the timetable. 

George Ryde. national offi- 


cial of the TGVVU, said the hZS 
per cent strike vote by the air- 
line’s airport workers, was ex- 
ceptional given the “ferocious 
pressure and intimidation'’ they 
had suffered at the hands of 
management. He accused the 
company of industrial 
“terrorism". 

Manaaers had told his mem- 
bers that they had been in- 
structed co threaten them with 
dire consequences if they opt- 


Behind 


cd for walkouts. He warned that 
there could he safely implica- 
tions if newly recruited strike, 
breakers helped to operate air- 
craft. The C3UU a day some of 
them had been offered, would 
be w elcomed by bis own mem- 
bers. 

Mr Rvde called on the com- 
pany to negotiate “in an adult 
and mature way" so that the 
threat of strikes could he lifted. 

The T«ftG official warned 
that the action « ould nor be lim- 
ited to Britain and that he hud 
elicited support from abroad. 


the wire, 
loyal staff 
learn the 
airline’s 
secret 
strategy 
to break 
a union 

Barrie dement 


If British Airways is hit by industri- 
al action, management wfli have con- 
siderable difficulty m emulating the 
industrial coup de grace delivered by 
Ruperb Murdoch at his Wapping 
plant more than a decade ago. 

Despite dismissing 5,000 of his 
prim workers. Mr Murdoch pro- 
duced all four of his newspapers with 
the help of a “ghost” army of new 
recruits. Robert Ayling. chief exec- 
utive of BA, has already lined up a 
large group of temporary workers to 
keep tiie airline's flag flying and with 
the help of managers and non-strik- 
ers will doubtless be able to provide 
a timetable of some sort if cabin crew 
and ground staff walk oul Unlike the 
media baron, however, there is lit- 
tle chance of a full service from day- 
one. 

Apart from the attentions of pick- 



Flying squad: British Airways managers are teaming how to stow baggage and tow planes into position at an RAF base at Wroughton in Wiltshire Photograph: Chris Jones 


ets and the inevitable delays caused 
by inexperienced staff, Mr Ayting wiB 
be unable to control the activity - or 
lack of it - of airport workers abroad. 
The Transport & General Work- 
ers Union has spent much of the last 
year gamering support from foreign 
unions - especially in the USA and 
Europe. The International Transport 
Workers' Federation argues that 
even if BA aircraft are loaded and 
take off from Heathrow and 
Gatwick, they could well find that 
there is no one at their destination 


to unload the plane or refuel it. 

Workers in most other developed 
countries are unfettered by laws 
banning secondary action intro- 
duced by the last government, Jn 
many cases there would be no means 
of forcing reluctant employees to 
process BA flights. 

Management's best hope would be 
that the international pledges of sup- 
port fail to materialise as they have 
in most other industrial conflicts. 

While George Ryde. national of- 
ficial of the transport union, has been 


soliciting solidarity abroad, the air- 
line has made its own detailed 
preparations under the so-called 
“snow plan” As revealed last De- 
cember by The Independent, some 
1,600 managers - about half the to- 
tal at Heathrow - have been trained 
to break the strike. Many of them 
have been taken to RAF tWoughton, 
Wiltshire, where they have been 
shown how to stow baggage and 
freight and tow planes into position. 
The “snow plan" was origin ally con- 
ceived as a means of providing 


between 50 and 75 per cent of ser- 
vices during severe weather. Under 
“snow- plan Mark 0” managers will 
be charged with keeping a limited 
timetable operating. Documents 
seen by this newspaper showed man- 
agers would need to work as ground 
staff for between four and she weeks 
until contractors could be brought in. 

It is also thought that the company 
has been training new cabin crew. 
While under normal conditions it 
takes six weeks to prepare stewards 
and stewardesses for flights, the ba- 


sic safety skills can be imparted 
within a week, although fresh recruits 
would have to work under the su- 
pervision of experienced person- 
nel. Witii the help of members of 
Cabin Crew ‘89, an organisation 
which broke away from the TGWU, 
the airline could keep aircraft in the 
air. 

Senior managers have told mem- 
bers of the smaller union and non- 
trade unionists that they would 
attempt to ensure protection against 
over-zealous pickets and offer means 


of smuggling themselves into work. 

In a ploy reminiscent of the Wrap- 
ping dispute, strike breakers were 
also promised secret collection 
points for coach services. Others will 
have taxi fares of up £75 paid and 
those who chose to use their own 
vehicles have been assured that car 
parks would be guarded. 

If the dispute goes ahead the de- 
termination to win on both union and 
management, would ensure that the 
dispute became quite as bitter as the 
conflict at Wapping. 


Child sex couple fight for 
right to remain anonymous 


Council gives way to pressure 
for independent abuse inquiry 


Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

A couple convicted of “horren- 
dous” sex crimes against children 
had their human rights Co a pri- 
vate life breached when police 
informed a caravan site owner 
they were living on his site, the 
High Court heard yesterday. 

They were forced off the site 
as a result with fewer rights than 
gypsies, left with “no place to 
run. no place to hide". 

The couple, who cannot be 
named Tor legal reasons, have 
had to move house four limes 
in six months. They say that 
North Wales Police unlawfully 
leaked their records and are 
seeking the legal right to keep 
their identities secret from the 
public. 

The case was heard yesterday 
in the High Court by Britain's 
mo si senior criminal* judge, the 
Lord Chief Justice, Lord Bing- 


ham, sitting with Mr Justice 
Buxton. 

Presiley Baxendalc QC. for 
the police, argued that their ac- 
tion amounted to “taking steps 
to prevent crime”. She said po- 
lice had feared an influx of chil- 
dren into the North Wales 
caravan site as the holiday 
season began. 

Paedophilia has been a sen- 
sitive issue in the area since the 
murder two years ago of seven- 
veur-old Sophie Hook. 

In the case beard yesterday, 
the couple had originally tried 
to set up home in Blyth, 
Northumbria after being 
released from prison. 

Thwarted there, they moved 
to Colwyn Bay but were dis- 
covered "by the press and then 
moved on to the caravan site. 
On the 27 March this year, the 
police informed the site owner 
of their identity. 

Stephen Sol'ley QC for the 


couple, said lhat this was a 
“step too far - unjustifiable, un- 
reasonable and unlawful.” 

He said as a result the cou- 
ple had "come dose to an- 
swering the ancient definition of 
outlaws ... devoid of the bene- 
fit of law or kings” - in modem 
parlance they had “nowhere to 
run. nowhere to hide." 

The barrister said it had been 
“foolhardy" to reveal the iden- 
tity of the couple in this way in 
lhat it could have led to vigilante 
attacks and the police did not 
follow them to cheek on their 
safety. 

“They [the couple] were 
afraid of personal repercus- 
sions. The applicants were very 
concerned not to be found out 
by the public as U was potentially 
dangerous.” 

The lawyer said the police 
had acted outside their powers. 
“They had ro use the caravan 
owner to do what they wanted 


to do themselves. They knew 
Lhey were treading on dodgy 
ground." 

He asked why the police had 
not instead put the couple un- 
der surve lance or instead in- 
formed more suitable people. 
“There is nothing wrong in 
principle with informing head 
teachers or people in that son 
of position.” 

But Ms Baxendale said the 
case had been “carefully con- 
sidered at senior level after 
multi disciplinary discussions”. 
She said the police's motive had 
been to prevent crime because 
the couple bad presented a 
"grave nsk to the public". 

She denied that the police 
had been motivated by a Not In 
My Back Yard - Nimby - atti- 
tude with both police and oth- 
er agencies trying to settle the 
couple in the area rather than 
making them move out. 

Judgement was reserved. 


Louise July 


Buckinghamshire County 
Council yesterday bowed to 
government pressure and 
agreed to set up an independent 
inquiry into the abuse of men- 
tally disabled people in two 
private care homes. 

After long resisting calls for 
further investigation, the coun- 
cil acted within hours of a stern 
request from the health minis- 
ter Paul Boateng who met au- 
thority leaders last week. 

Mike Applevard, chairman of 
the social services committee, 
said that the issues had been 
studied by the Department of 
Health, the Social Services In- 
spectorate and the Local Gov- 
ernment Ombudsman. But they 
agreed with the minister that 
“another detailed look at this 
long-running and complex case 
may be helpful”. The council will 
set up the inquiry as soon as pos- 


sible and the results will be pub- 
lished, Mr Appleyard said. 

Residents at two homes run 
by Longcare Ltd in Stoke 
Poges, Buckinghamshire, were 
subjected to physical and sexu- 
al abuse over a 10-year period. 

Angela Rowe, ’the former 
co-owner of the homes, was 
jailed for two-and-a-half years 
last month for ili-treating resi- 
dents in her care. Another 
member of staff was also jailed 
and another fined. Her husband, 
Gordon, committed suicide a 
day before he was due to be 
charged by police. 

Families of victims were se- 
verely critical of Bucking- 
hamshire council, which had 
failed to detect any signs of 
abuse despite being responsible 
for regulating the homes. 

Mr Boateng was understood 
to have been unhappy with an- 
swers he received from mem- 
bers of the council at the 


meeting last week. In his letter 
to David Shakespeare, the 
council leader, yesterday, Mr 
Boateng said there were still 
lessons to be learned about the 
way Buckinghamshire had car- 
ried out its reguJatoiy powers. 

“After ray long discussion 
with your member and officers 
I remain concerned that the 
magnitude of the risk to people 
with learning disabilities re- 
ceiving residential and other ser- 
vices is not properly appreciated 
in your authority.” 

He said an inquiry should ex- 
amine the decision not to can- 
cel the registration of Longcare 
immediately the abuse was dis- 
covered. It "should also look at 
the adequacy of the current ser- 
vices for people with learning 
disabilities and the effectiveness 
and reliability of the regulation 
of residential care homes. 

Mr Boateag said: “I am de- 
termined that perseverance and 


courage shall be the hallmarks 
of a regulatory system which 
must be seen to protect weak or 
vulnerable people.” 

The decision was welcomed 
by Pauline Hennessey, whose 
late sister Janet Ward was said 
to have been raped by Gordon 
Rowe. Mrs Hennessey said: 
“I’m absolutely delighted. The 
families feel that an awful Jot 
could be learned from the fail- 
ures of Buckinghamshire. It' s an 
important step forward for peo- 
ple with learning difficulties 
tor their protection in future." 

Kevin Grealis, a solicitor 
representing several victims 
who seek compensation, said 
the families had long wanted an 
independent inquiry. However, 
he asked that it should not de- 
lay any civil proceedings. The 
council should not be allowed 
to use the inquiry as a reason 
to put off court hearings on the 
compensation issue, he said. 
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Internet could 
get cinema-style 
X-ratingsin 
purge on porn 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


British experts will next week 
propose cinema-style ratings 
for Internet sites to a meeting 
of European ministers, with 
the backing of the OS and Aus- 
tralia, 

The move is part of an at- 
tempt to censor the level of sex- 
ual and violent content that 
would be available to children 
over the sprawling global net- 
work - though opponents say it 
could instead lead to the wide- 
spread curbs on free expression. 

However, David Kerr, chief 
executive of the privately-fund- 
ed Internet Which Foundation, 
which since December has act- 
ed as a dearing-house for reports 
of obscene material in Britain on 
the network, is confident that his 
group has devised an effective 
farm. ‘The case for ratings is a 
very strong one, in that it doesn't 
block anybody's right to speak." 
he said yesterday. 

He will address ministers 
'next Monday in Bonn at the 
“Global Information Networks" 
conference. He expects them to 
“endorse and move forward” 
the proposals, which are being 
developed with the Australian 
Broadcasting Commission 
(ABC) and RSAC, a commer- 
cially-owned US group. 

Mr Kerr is also planning to 
meet ministers at the Horae Of- 


fice and the Department of 
Trade and Industry. 

Malcolm Hetty, of the Cam- 
paign against Internet Censor- 
ship in Britain, pointed out 
that ratings systems can lead to 
bizarre contradictions: for ex- 
ample, they might provent chil- 
dren reading a fictional story in 
which a boxer bites off an op- 
ponent's ear, and yet “news" 
sites could show video clips 
and reports of Mike Tyson do- 
ing just that lo Evander Holy- 
field. “It would rate as highly 
oSensrve in a ratings system, but 
almost every newspaper has 
derided it's highly newsworthy 
and put it on the front page. 

A ratings system would gen- 
erally be used by the creator of 
a web site to put “labels” visi- 
ble only to computer software 
detailing the sexual, violent 
and other age-related content 
of a site. Parents could set la- 
bel-reading software to pre- 
vent children viewing sites that 
were rated as too “adult”. 

Mr Kerr said the backing of 
the US and Australia was cru- 
cial. “It’s not effective to set up 
a UK system on its own ... but 
with ABC and RSAC we can get 
a world approach to ratings.” 

He admitted that “news” 
sites could prevent a problem, 
and added that Internet Which 
had already recognised others: 
“Many Shakespeare plays go be- 
yond the violence and sexual 


limits you might set But there’s 
a way of putting in a ‘cultural 
context 1 bypass.” 

Very few sites use ratings are 
present as one has never need- 
ed a licence to write a web site. 
There are tens, if not hundreds 
of thousands of web sites in the 
UK, tut only 1,419 have ratings! 
Worldwide, only 3,500 are rat- 
ed, compared to many millions 
which are not Mr Kerr said, 
“Another 150 are rated every 
day" -but the network’s growth 
means that rating are felling be- 
hind, rather than catching up.” 


Darcey and a nice little mover head for the Royal Ballet’s new home 



Vntags move; Darcey Bussel and Stuart Cass*d* gpar vp far Ito Royal 


transfer to LafaatfsApoflo theatre In Ham mersmith, wwst London Photcgaph: Laurie lews 



Too hot: Britain is keen to get backing for Internet 
censorship to protect children from indecent material 


Hillsborough 
relatives win 
fresh inquiry 


Kathy Marks 


It look the screening of a tele- 
vision programme, and a 
change of government, but yes- 
terday relatives of football fans 
who died at Hillsborough finally 
secured a review nf how the dis- 
aster was handled. 

The Home Secretary. Jack 
Straw, told the House of Com- 
mons that Lord Justice Stuan- 
Smiih. a senior Court of Appeal 
judge, would scrutinise new 
video and medical evidence re- 
lating to the deaths of *Jh fans 
at Sheffield Wednesday's Hills- 
borough stadium in April I9S1. 

Mr Straw said that the judge 
would advise him whether the 
evidence, which is believed to 
challenge the police version of 
events at the stadium, was sig- 
nificant enough for a full pub- 
lic inquiry to ho held. 

Lord Justice Siuarl-Smith 
would also examine any other 
material submitted by interest- 
ed parties, he said, and would 
identify 1 any relevant evidence 
for the Attorney General, the 
Director of Public Prosecu- 
tions and the Chief Constable 
of South Yorkshire police. 

Mr Straw's statement fol- 
lowed a long campaign for a 
fresh im obligation ty families of 
the vict ims, w h« were invited lo 
London to be briefed by him on 
details of the review. 

The supporters were crushed 
in death after police decided to 
open gates to let people into the 
Lepping*. Lane terrace at the FA 
Cup semi-final match between 
Liverpool and Nottingham For- 
est- 

Mr Straw said: "I hope that 
ibis examination will enable us 
to establish conclusively 
whether or not material evi- 
dence ... has been overlooked. 
We owe it to everyone touched 


by the tragedy, but above ail to 
the families of ihose who died, 
to get to the bottom of this mat- 
ter once and for all .“ 

Despite earlier inquiries, he 
said, "concerns have remained 
about whether the full facts have 
yet emerged - . The suffering of 
relatives had been "exacerbat- 
ed by their belief that there are 
unresolved issues which should 
be investigated further”. 

The video evidence consists 
of a tape taken from a surveil- 
lance camera trained on the 
Leppings Lane stand, which 
shows events between noon and 
5.22pm and is believed to be 
clear enough to identify faces of 
individual fans, police told the 
inquest in 1990 and an inquiry 
by the late Lord Taylor that they 
were unaware of the build-up of 
fans in the pens because the 
camera was not working. 

Calls fora fresh investigation 
gained momentum after the 
broadcasting last December of 
a documentary drama by Jim- 
my McGovern, which suggest- 
ed tbat officers must have 
known that the terraces were se- 
verely overcrowded. 

The medical evidence sug- 
gests that more could have 
been done to save lives. Dr Ed 
Walker, who treated injured 
fans, says that one teenager was 
still alive 25 minutes after the 
coroner decided that the victims 
must have been dead. The fam- 
ilies believe the new evidence 
calls into question the inquest 
verdicts of accidental death. 
Lord Taylor laid most of the 
blame at the door of the police. 

Since the tape came to light 
in March, the Crown Prosecu- 
tion Service has been reviewing 
the case to establish whether 
there is sufficient evidence to 
bring charges against any police 
officers. 
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British Medical Association conference: Leaders say extra NHS cash must come from public funds 

Doctors 


reject 


extension 
of patient 
charges 


Jeremy Laurance 

Health Editor 

Hospital waiting lists will rise to 
record levels this winter unless 
more money is found for the 
National Health Service, the 
British Medical Association 
warned yesterday. 

There is a financial black hole 
at the heart of the NHS and an 
extra £lbn a year is needed for 
the next five years if it is to con- 
tinue providing a full range of 
treatments, doctors’ leaders 
said. That is equivalent to an ex- 
tra £17 a year per head of pop- 
ulation a year, or 30p a week, 
the price of a Mars bar. 

Without extra funds there was 
no hope of the Government 
keeping to its election pledge to 
cut waiting lists by 100,000. the 
association’s annual conference 
in Edinburgh was told yesterday. 
The meeting decisively rejected 
calls for an extension of patient 
charges and for an earmarked 
health tax, which is repotted to 
be under consideration by Gor- 
don Brown, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, under the “no holds 
barred* public spending review. 

But the meeting agreed by a 
narrow majority of 142 votes* to 
128 to look for other sources of 
finance for the NHS. 

The looming prospect of an 
NHS crias was the only issue that 
galvanised doctors, who other- 
wise appeared content to wait 
and see what the new govern- 
ment would deliver. However, 
there were widely diverging 


views on how the shortage of 
funds should be tackled. 

Dr Joan Black, of west Berk- 
shire, said a feeling of desper- 
ation was overwhelming NHS 
staff struggling to maintain 
standards. At least 120 NHS 
trusts and 69 health authorities 
had begun the year in deficit and 
£10ba was needed for capital 
repairs. “The shabbiest building 
in the neighbourhood is often 
the local hospital,"’ she said. 

Dr Jonathan Regglcr, a GP 
in Buckinghamshire, said the 
nation faced three choices: to 
pay more in tax for the NHS, to 
raise more through patient 
charges or to do nothing “and 
watch the NHS die”. 

The public had demonstrat- 
ed its reluctance to pay more tax 
by refusing to elect* any gov- 
ernment that threatened to 
raise tax rates and an earmarked 
health tax would do nothing to 
curb rising demand, he said. 
Charging £10 for a GP or out- 
patient visit and imposing hotel 
charges for hospital stays could 
raise £500 m a year, half the to- 
tal the BMA said was necessary. 

“The NHS is evolving and the 
way we pay for it must evolve, 
too.” Dr. Reggler said. 

Other speakers dismissed the 
fatalism of those who argued 
thai the country could not afford 
the NHS. Dr Peter Bennie of 
Glasgow, chairman of the junior 
doctors, said charging patients 
was like “puttinga stake through 
the heart of the welfare state” 

Dr Evan Harris, a former 



Casualty: Doctors say without extra funds the Government has no hope of fulffiing election pledges to cut waiting lists Photograph: Tom Pilston 


hospital doctor and Liberal De- 
mocrat MP for Oxford West, 
said NHS spending should be 
raised to the level of compara- 
ble countries. To cheers he 
added: “The BMA must put 
down a marker now. It must 
fight, fight and fight again for die 
NHS we love." 

Earlier, Dr Sandy Macara, 
chairman of BMA Council, 
told the conference that extra 
money for the NHS should be 
provided “unequivocally and 
explicitly” from public funds. 
Speaking to reporters later, he 
said the conference vote in 
favour of examining alternative 
sources of finance was a pure- 
ly tactical move, to prepare to 
combat proposals that might be 


put by the Government after the 
spending review. “You don’t 
have the ammunition to shoot 
down mad ideas unless you 
have the evidence.” he said. 

The BMA has been looking 
at ways of rasing money for the 
NHS since 1988 and had found 
nothing as fair, acceptable or ef- 
ficient as direct taxation he said. 
■ Doctors at the BMAs confer- 
ence voted unanimously yester- 
day to condemn the 
Government's “persistent ma- 
nipulation” of their recom- 
mended pay rises. Another 
motion calling for the resignation 
of the chairman and all members 
of the independent Doctors and 
Dentists' Review Body was over- 
whelmingly rejected. 


Telemedicine could 
save one in four beds 
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Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

Telemedicine could save hos- 
pital beds and help health care 
-but the technology's “glitz and 
glamour” should not be used to 
overstate its benefits, doctors 
warned yesterday. 

Telemedicine uses high-qual- 
ity telephone and video links to 
let doctors see, talk to and di- 
agnose patients remotely, it 
can reduce the need for hospi- 
tal beds and allow people to ose 
specialists who are geographi- 
cally distant. 

Richard Wootton, director of 
the Institute of Telemedicine at 
Queen's University. Belfast, 
said be wanted to see telemed- 
icine integrated so that it is a 
routine part of the NHS. But he 
said it should be done cau- 


tiously, warning that companies 
bent on profit might dominate 
it as they have in the US. 

“Some of the glitz and glam- 
our shouldn't be allowed to 
eclipse the more practical mat- 
ters such as whether it Is more 
cost-effective,” he said. “What 
we've seen in the States is 
telemedicine becoming a major 
commercial act Some of us are 
concerned that major com- 
mercial interests are amassing 
in the wings _ who will try to 
drive the development of 
telemedicine before it can be 
shown to be a cost-effective 
method of health care.” 

Yesterday, doctors at a 
telemedicine conference at the 
Royal Society of Medicine were 
shown demonstrations of re- 
mote-controlled brain surgery. 

Sir Christopher Paine, pres- 


ident of the Royal Society of 
Medicine, said: “The risks in- 
clude things like patient confi- 
dentiality ... and the risk that 
the patient isn't always face-to- 
face with the doctor.” 

But the rewards of telemed- 
icine could be considerable, 
several doctors said. Paul John- 
son, a dinka! physiologist at the 
John Raddiffe Hospital, Ox- 
ford. said telemedidne had 
helped free 10 percent of beds 
for babies and young children. 

The underdeveloped lungs of 
premature babies are particu- 
larly vulnerable to infection: 
little infection can tip them 
oven” he said. But such babies 
cope much better at borne, with 
their families. Telemedicine 
lets parents hook small moni- 
tors to a baby and send data 
down the telephone to doctors. 


Haughey 

lawyers 

admit 

£1.3m 

payment 

Alan Murdoch 

Dublin 

Lawyers for Charles Haughey 
vesterduy admitted for the first 
time that £1.3m from super- 
market chief Ben Dunne did “in 
all probability" reach the IhcQ 
Irish premier between 19S7 
and 1991. 

The former Taioseach’s legal 
counsel. Eoin McGonigaL told 
the paymenis-io-pt.il iticians tri- 
bunal at Dublin Castle that ev- 
idence from the former Fianna 
Fail party leader would show 
that cheques probably did reach 
Dublin bank accounts con- 
trolled on his behalf. 

This is the first lime Mr 
Haugheys side has indicated he 
did benefit from alleged gifts de- 
tailed earlier to the tribunal by 
Mr Dunne. Until now. Mr 
Haugbuv in correspondence 
had denied knowledge of the 
pavments. 

But Mr McGonigal said the 
evidence would also show the 
politician did not know the 
rnonev came from Mr Dunne. 

Mr’Haughey has now agreed 
to testify' to the tribunal, prob- 
ably later this month, after be- 
ing subpoenaed. 

Mr McGonigal said docu- 
ments would also contest the 
now-celebrated claim by Mr 
Dunne that he dropped m for 
tea with a depressed-looking Mr 
Hauchey at the latter* s house in 
late "1991 and gave him three 
bank drafts worth £210,000 
with the words, “Here’s some- 
thing for yourself,” to which Mr 
Haughey had reportedly replied 
"Thanks, big fella." 

The tribunal, also heard be- 
tween £30m and £40m passed 
through secret numbered ster- 
ling and DeuLsdunark accounts 
in Guinness Mahon bank in 
Dublin, though it was not sug- 
gested the bulk of this went to 
the politician. 

Funds taken from these ac- 
counts were used to pay Mr 
Haughev's living expenses and 
to secure a loan to the heli- 
copter firm controlled by Mr 
Haughcys son Ciaran. 

Counsel far the tribunal De- 
nis McCullough, revealed a 
critical breakthrough in the tri- 
bunal’s hank investigations. He 
confirmed that £105,000 of a 
£182,000 sterling cheque from 
Dunnes Stores Bangor account 
in Northern Ireland had defi- 
nitely gone via a London ac- 
count to the ACC Bank in 
Dublin to pay off loans to Mr 
Haughey. 

The tribunal resumed its 
hearings yesterday after ad- 
journing for last month's gen- 
eral election. 
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Brigadier who 
backed Tito 
was at odds 
with top brass 


John Crossland 

Fitzroy Maclean, the maverick 
Highland laird chosen by 
Churchill as bis personal emis- 
sary to Tito . fought his own pri- 
vate war with his nominal 
superiors in the Special Oper- 
ations Executive (SOE) who 
were jealous of his special link 
with the Prime Minister. 

Tbfwecret SOE files released 
yesterday at the Public Record 
Office give an often startling ac- 
count of the stormy relationship 
between Maclean and the sain 
otage organisation, prompted by 
their disagreement over the 
importance of Tito. 

At the time Maclean para- 
chuted into Yugoslavia in Sep- 
tember 1943, Tito was dismissed 
as a peripheral figure in the re- 
sistance. By tne following 
spring, such had been 
Maclean's impact regarding 
Tito and the organisation of the 
communists' partisan campaign 

that Churchill withdrew support 
to the Yugoslav royalist leader 
General Draza Mihailovich. 
Until then, the SOE in London 
had been supporting the general 
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with parachute drops amount- 
ing to £400,000 in gold bars. 

Maclean alienated SOE’s 
headquarters echelon in Baker 
Street, London, by openly de- 
fying their orders when be 
found it convenient, and up- 
holding the Titoist cause of a 
socialist Yugoslavia against 
the official Foreign Office line. 


Lord Selbome and the Bak- 
er Street •‘regulars" had not 
wanted him in the first place, 
dismissin g him contemptuous- 
ly in a report as having had 
“negligible military training; 
his experience consisting of a 
small raiding party behind en- 
emy lines in Libya, without 
having a shot fired in anger". 


This was the operation for 
which Maclean, had received 
the Croix de Guerre, and his 
promotion on being assigned to 
Yugoslavia was spectacular - 
captain to brigadier in a few 
months. The SOE memo ques- 
tioned bow he would fare with 
a partisan commander who ex- 
pected “British offices with 


battle experience and suitable 
decorations". 

In February 1944, Baker 
Street tried to reassert its au- 
thority over Maclean and the 
Yugoslavian mission, responsi- 
bility they they said they want- 
ed to be rid of. Maclean was 
called to a meeting where be 
was required by Selbome and 


Ministers admit nuclear 
waste was dumped in sea 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

The Government was urged 
yesterday to set up an immedi- 
ate public inquiry after it 
emerged that false statements 
had been made to Parliament 
since 1984 over the dumping of 
radioactive waste in the Irish 
Sea. 

Documents discovered at the 
Public Records Office showed 
that during the 19S(ls, roughly 
two tonnes of concrete-encased 
metal drums, filled with labo- 
ratory rubbish and luminous 
paint, were dropped into the 
Irish Sea's Beaufort Dyke. 300 
metres deep and 10 kilometres 
off the Scottish coast and close 
to busy shipping lanes. 

Government spokesmen in- 
sisted that the waste itself, clas- 
sified as low-level and 
intermediate-level, would pose 
no risk to health. However 
MPs and pressure groups yes- 
terday insisted that it showed 
flaws in the accountability of the 
Ministry of Defence, the Scot- 


tish Office and the Ministry of 
Agriculture. Fisheries and 
Food, which has taken respon- 
sibility for monitoring the 
waste. The seven-mile-long 
strip of Beaufort Dyke has 
been used as a munitions dump 
by the Ministry of Defence 
since the 1 920s. The previous 
government admitted that at 
least one million tonnes of 


Office confirmed the report, 
and said that a formal Commons 
announcement - probably in re- 
sponse to a written parliamen- 
tary question - will follow either 
today or later this week. 

John Large, an independent 
nuclear consulting engineer, 
said: “This is a very serious is- 
sue. The nuclear industry de- 
scribes waste as being low. 


You have the risk of radioactivity 
being taken up by fish and ending 
up on a landing slab in Grimsby ’ 


bombs, rackets and shells, in- 
cluding some with chemical war- 
heads, were dumped there. But 
since 1 984. ministers had denied 
that any radioactive waste was 
disposed there, based on data 
from an independent report 
which said it was dumped in the 
mid-Atlantic in water 2.000 me- 
tres deep. 

But yesterday, the Scottish 


intermediate or high level. But 
these terms apply to waste 
stored in controlled conditions 
on land. As soon as you unzip 
that can underwater it doesn't 
matter. It is like a leaking 
teabag and the uptake would be 
a slow and gradual process. 

“Here you have the risk of ra- 
dioactivity .being taken up by 
plankton and then by fish where 


iL ultimately ends up on the 
landing slab at Grimsby." 

Details about the dumping 
of the waste, from private 
companies including Defence 
contractor Ferranti, have 
only recently emerged, accord- 
ing to a Scottish Office 
spokesman. 

In contacts with London yes- 
terday, Ireland's natural re- 
sources minister. Michael 
Woods, expressed “deep con- 
cern" at the revelation. 

Eamon Gilmore, the junior 
marine minister in the outgoing 
Irish government, accused the 
former Toiy administration of 
misleading the Dublin author- 
ities over the issue. 

He said that while he was in 
office he had been assured by 
the then British government 
that the Beaufort Dyke dump 
contained no nuclear waste. Ra- 
dioactive emissions from Seil- 
afield have been at the centre 
of lengthy controversy in Ireland 
amid claims of unusually high 
cancer rates in the Dundalk area 
on Ireland's east coasL 



How Manchester 
kept up its guard 


David Kays 

Archaeology Correspondent 


Manchester had a grander 
medieval past than historians 
had suspected, archaeologists 
have said after discoveries 
made during work necessitate 
The IRA bomb made extensive redevelopment necessary ed by the IRA bomb that dev- 
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General Sir Colin Gubbins, 
head of SOE, to agree to doc- 
uments strictly detailing his re- 
sponsibilities and allegiances. 
General Gubbins minuted Hen- 
ry Sporberg, Vice Chief of Staff 
SOE, on 10 May 1944: *1 wish 
to put on record my feeling of 
alarm that Brigadier Madean 
should continue to plough a. 


lonely furrow without owing al- 
legiance to any one depart- 
ment. From the security point 
of view such practices are most 
undesirable and should be ter- 
minated as soon as possible." 

He said SOE could no longer 
accept responsibility for 
Maclean's security “as we have 
no real knowledge of his activ- 


. Fitzroy Maclean (above), 
whose support for THo 
was crucial and (below) 
British operations In 
Yugoslavia 

itiesand no apparent control of 
them. If anything were to go 
wrong, we should be regarded 
as owning him and if everything 
goes right I am convinced we 
shall get a very small share of 
the credit." Gubbins said 
Madean had shown himself to 
be “completely freelance". 

■ The film actor Anthony 
Quayie, star of many Second 
World Wax dramas, played a 
real-life role in undercover op- 
erations fix’ SOE in Albania, the 
records show. 

In his report on one such op- 
eration, detailing the blowing up 
of a bridge by partisans at the 
village of Palasso, he says: “The 
reprisals the Huns carried out 
■ resulted in the villagers running 
like rabbits to the hill*. " 


astated the city centre last 
year. 

An 18th-century account of 
the city claimed that medieval 
Manchester had been pro- 
tected by a massive defensive 
ditch, but modem academics 
had considered this highly un- 
likely. They maintained that 
pre-industrial Manchester 
was simply too small to need 
such defences. 

Now, however, a team from 
the University of Manchester 
archaeology unit has discov- 
ered just such a ditch, 30ft 
across and 15-20 ft deep. To- 
gether with the rivers liweQ 
and Irk the 3,000ft ditch 
would have defended a sub- 
stantial area of some 40 acres. 

| Adjacent to it there was al- 
! most certainly a stone wall or 
palisaded bank. 

The ditch was discovered 
during current redevelopment 
work necessitated by the IRA 
bomb in June last year. 

Historians know that be- 
tween the 1st and 4th cen- 
turies AD Manchester (the 
Castlcfield area) flourished as 
a small Roman fort and tpwn 
called Mamucrum, a contrac- 
tion of the words “breast 
hill", named after the hill on 
which the town stood. 

Then, in Anglo-Saxon 
limes, Manchester was re-es- 
tablished one and a half miles 
to the North. The bottom 
part of the ditch may date 
from late in the Anglo-Saxon 
period when, in 923AD, 
chronicles records that King 
Edward the Elder sent troops 
to Manchester "to repair and 
garrison it". 

However, the top part of 
the newly discovered ditch 
appears to date from the 13th 
century and archaeologists 
found that it was filled with 
leather off-cuts - waste 
material from what seems to 
have been Manchester's until 
now unknown fust industrial 
revolution. 
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Thirteen guilty 


Eit ■LfltJ 


in £ 65 m drugs 


smuggling ring 





Partners in crime: White (left). Short (rig»t) and a tyre found to contain £250,000 of cannabis 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


A leading gangsier. who was acquitted 
of the Bnnks-Mat bullion robber/, is one 
of 13 people convicted for involvement 
in a £65m international drugs-smuggling 
ring, it was revealed yesterday. 

Details of the longest ever under- 
cover ope radon by Customs and Excise 
were made public, following nearly two 
years of complex interlocking trials. 

The operation, codenamed Stealer, 
resulted in Lhe arrests of a number of 
high-profile criminals, including An- 
thony White, who was cleared in con- 
nection with the £26m Brinks-Mat 
bullion heist in 1984, in which three 
raiders removed three tons of gold from 
a storage unit near Heathrow airport. 

The extraordinary case involved 
more than two years of undercover work 
and ted to the seizure of illegal drugs 
with a street value of £6 :5 m -Including 
cocaine worth £S7m and cannabis 
worth more than £8m. Reporting of the 
trials was prohibited until now 1 , to safe- 
guard the defendants horn possible prej- 
udice from earlier cases. 

Operation Stealer began in the au- 
tumn of 1993. when the Customs and 
Excise National Investigation Service 
launched an offensive against interna- 
tionally organised drugs trafficking. 

Interest soon centred on Toov White. 
At the Brinks-Mat trial White’s co- 
accused. Michael McAvoy and Brian 
Robinson, were each jailed for 25 
years, while he was cleared because of 
insufficient evidence. 


Smugglers snared 
in undercover 
sting by Customs 


Within a short time White, who lived 
in a council house and who was an ben- 
efits, spent £2 19.0iX> on homes in Lon- 
don and Kent and a fun her £200,100 
on refurbishment*. 

Spanish police, who raided his villa 
on the Costa del Sol in 1989. found 
£115.000, and jewellery worth £100,000. 

In August 1995, Mr Justice Rimraer, 
sitting in the High Court, ordered 
White to repay more than £26.369.778, 
and pay £2.188,600 in compensation, 
to insurers for Brinks-Mat. which had 
sued for the value of the proceeds of 
the robbery. White’s wife was ordered 


to pay more than £lm. 

Operation Stealer involved a team 
of up to 30 Customs officers in long- 
term close surveillance of White and 
his associates, particularly his “lieu- 
tenant” and friend, John Short. 58. 

Scotsman Brian Doran also came un- 
der scrutiny when he returned from 
Colombia towards the end of 1993. Do- 
ran initially set up bases in luxury Lon- 
don hotels. He was soon enjoying the 
high life, taking expensive holidays, and 
buying a yacht and a top-of-the-range 
car - always paying in cash. 

Customs investigators painstaking- 
ly tracked the group’s money move- 
ments - in Britain. Europe and to North 


and South America. Large amounts of 
cash were allegedly held under false 
names in safety deposit boxes. 

By 1994. investigators were ready to 
spring a series of traps to capture the 
drugs smugglers in action. 

Iq February, one of the gang was 
trailed to Madrid. A British Customs 
officer was on hand as Spanish police 
raided a hotel, where they found 35kg 
of cocaine and 100kg of cannabis resin. 

The Customs undercover ream, 
meanwhile, continued io track other 
suspects, knowing that more drugs 
consignments were bound for Britain. 

In September, a two-pronged oper- 
ation netted cocaine worth £7m in a 
swoop at Dover, and cannabis worth 
£250.000 in an operation at Fleet ser- 
vices on tbe M3. 

Customs were later able to show that 
White had used a mobile phone from 
a pub to contact people involved in the 
smuggling, demonstrating his pivotal 
role as a controller. 

In January 1995, the investigators 
snatched cocaine worth £3 7m from a cata- 
maran in Bsvensey Bay, East Sussex. 

When Operation Stealer finally 
closed in, White admitted bis pan in 
the Dover and Portsmouth smuggling 
plots. White was named as a “fi- 
nancier” of the Pevensey Bay plot. 

Short admitted a sole* charge of in- 
volvement in the Dover plot. 

Judge John Foley, at Bristol Crown 
Court, yesterday began hearing miti- 
gation on behalf of seven of the con- 
victed me n. He is to consider sentences 
on a further six convicted smugglers. 
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The footprint of a Charolais, framed in the chalk powder used to whiten the animal before being exhibited in the ring at 
the Royal Show, which opened yesterday at Stoneleigh in Warwickshire . Photograph: Brian Harris 
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A watertight case for the Vectis 25. 
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E9 Few cameras can stand up to a sudden 
downpour or take kindly to a poolside splashing. 

The Vectis 25 will, however. It resists water 
like a duck’s back, so you can take it with you to 
places few cameras have dared to go before. 

And you won’t feel weighed down carrying 


it there either. 


4 group lens design, with 4 aspheric lens 
^^^surfaces, has been incorporated into the 
Vectis 25. Offering you 2.5x zoom ratio. Exactly 
what you need to get great results. 

In fact, with the Vectis 25 
you’ll never have to keep your 
fingers crossed, ever. 

This new technology 
virtually guarantees it. 

Getting in the right 


IfflJ Set it to ‘Close-Up’ and you can be in 
as dose as 40cra to your subject. lA*1 Decide on 
Night Portrait Mode and you’re able to make the 
very most of bright background highlights. 

SB And if vou switch to 



Landscape Mode you’re able 
to take sharper landscape and 
night scene photographs. 

S3 Then there’s the built 


in auto- flash which also 


Being little bigger than an audio cassette, it 
can easily be slipped straight into your pocket or 
your handbag. 

And when you're ready to take a picture 
you will have all the advantages of the new 
Advanced Photo System to make life simple. 

Real mind blowing technology. 

Remember when it took an age just to load 
a film? Well, with the Vectis 25, it /T\\ 

takes iust seconds. nnii \ 


mode for the shot. 


From 30mm 


offers vou a choice of modes: 


No matter what you’re 


takes just seconds. nn 11 m 

Unique zoom lens design. 

m You simply open the Ll L J | I J\ 
film chamber, drop in the film, and ' -K T_/ 
you’re all set to start shooting. You’re even given 
a choice of three phoro formats, so you can pick 
the one that best suits the subject vou see in 


vour riewfinder. 


Nothing could be more straightforward, 
nor more rewarding. 

Especially as Minolta's exclusive 4-element, 


shooting vou can set the 
camera so that you’re sure to 
get it right every time. 

In Auto Mode all the 
camera functions operate 
automatically. So whether to 

you’re taking a landscape or a 
close-up this will take total 
care of the technical side. 

You simply concentrate 
on the composition. 

But should you prefer to 
be more creative , with the to 75 

Vectis 25 you can select precisely the right 
programme to suit the subject. 

In Portrait Mode the lens automatically 




‘Fili-in Flash’, Flash Cancel 


and Red -Eve Reduction. 



Exactly the right specs 
for glasses. 

The Vectis 25 has a feature 


When you get your pictures back you will 
receive an Index Print; a sheet containing 
positives of all the pictures on your roll. So you 
arc able ro see every picture you took 
clearly on one print. 1 ^ flU ~ 

13 The Vectis 25 also offers a Vectis 10 
totally new dimension to your 
picture-taking. Called Select Tide 
Backprmung, it enables you to Vectis 20 
record on the back of your picture 
any one of thirty pre-set messages, u J, 

for example ‘Happy Birthday’. Vccm 2 s 

And what’s more, you can do it r 

in any one of twelve languages. 

tQad It will even record for you Vectis 30 
the exact time and date your pictures dfSfl 


Vectis 20 


Vectis 25 


Vectis 30 


4 


to 50mm 



especially helpful for those 
who wear glasses. 

lEU Called the Long Eye 


were taken. 


Relief Viewfinder it makes 


What more could one possibly Vectis 40 
ask of a camera, except possibly its price? And 
that, amazingly, is just £199.99- 


to 75 mm Zoom 


viewing and foaming more 
easy and comfortable. The 
entire subject image can be 
seen in the viewfinder, even 
with the camera held up to 


Ve(t/s 


an inch awav from vour eve. 


And, we should add, there are a couple 
of advantages you enjoy after you've taken 


zooms to give you *waist up' framing. 


your pictures. 


The Vectis 25 is one of a range of 12 Advanced Photo System cameras from £69.99 to £499.99. 

Minolta (UK) Limited, Precedent Drive, Rooksicy, Milton Keynes, MK13 8HP. 



Only from the mind of Minolta. 
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drive away 

PRICE 



k Remote control stereo radio cassette. 
• Electric tilt-slide sunroof. 

4 PoJrer assisted steering. 
r o^PrSrer^ airbag. 

of two cdlours:d*eariesceirt 


2 YEARS 



m. 


, DCIirFOT one miaM |. FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 0345 306306. p EU GEOT 
NEW SPECIAL EDI TION PEUGEOT THE YOUR LIFE 
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Welsh Tories 

out in the cold 


Tony Heath 


Tlie Tories tasted the politics of ex 
elusion yesterday when the Welsh 
Grand Committee - all 40 Mrs in 
principality - met at Mold in 
Flintshire. Ia 

A small demonstration was 
mounted outside the local council's 
headquarters with a handfutof oar 
ty members showing solidarity £hh 
Nigel Evans. MP forRibble Valiev 
named by William Hague last month 
as mtcriocutor-m-chief on Wales! 
even though he was denied the title 
of shadow Welsh Secretary 
Mr Evans reckoned he should 
have been invited in because the 
Tories collected 20 per cent of the 
Welsh vote on 3 Mav. However that 
was insufficient to win a single seat. 

Being opposed to proportional 
representation hardly made bis plea 
valid. And like Gerry Adams and 
.Maxim McGuinness, who regularly 
hnd Mormon t a no-go area, Mr 
Evans experienced the" closed-door 
treatment. At 39. he is three wars 
older than his leader and almost as 
relentless in pursuit of his goal 


He did not try to force an entry 
committee, which considers all 
le gislation relating to Wales. "I 
wouldn't dignity the meeting with mv 
P^sena*. The Welsh Grand is the 
Welsh bland - a slap in the face of 
democracy." he complained later. 
/Totalitarian dictators would be tafc- 
^ a leaf from the book of Welsh sec- 
retary Ron Davies." 

The roots of his excursion to 
Mold from his Lancashire con- 
stituency are buried deep in the 
tones" posL-eleeiion confusion. Six 
weeks ago Mr Davies wrote to his 
shadow - William Hague - inviting 
hnu to nominate Toiy MPs from Eng- 
land to participate. The committee's 
standing orders allow for five such 
co-options. No reply was forthcom- 
!?S so the meetinc in Torv-free 
Wales went ahead - Tory-free. 

Meanwhile, the committee got 
down to business. For the first time 
members were permitted to speak in 
Welsh, if they wished, and Mr Davies 








announced that he hoped to extend 
fh® public finance initiative, with the 


flbn Cardiff Bay development 
scheme an early target. 











dM 







; .Ns£.. 


LOCk OUt: TMy SPOteS ™ n ° n Wa,es - Lancashire MP Eran ®. » supporters protest a . his erosion (tee. tee Wel sh dtend 


We know this 


Brown’s 


might sound a little 


jobs plan 


derided as 


unusual but 


fraud aid 


we’d li 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondant 


you to 


t h ink 


of us. 


THE SAAB 900 i , ONLY £15,500 ON THE ROAD. 
To arrange a test drive call 0800 626 556. 


,'A^y' 

beyond [he 


conventional 


A senior Tory claimed last night 
thar ministers have been 
warned that social security 
fraud on the Government’s new 
welfare to work programme 
could could blow a massive 
hole in the Chancellor’s Budget 
calculations. 

Iain Duncan Smith, Tbry 
spokesman on social security, 
claimed that ministers have 
been warned that the plans, a 
centrepiece of the Budget, 
could lead to increased fraud 
amounting to £300m. 

The Chancellor. Gordon 
Brown, will announce that 
£750m is to be spent over four 
years on welfare to work, but Mr 
Duncan Smith said ministers 
had been told the system of pay- 
ing employers Lo take on young 
people out of work was open to 
fraud. 

Mr Duncan Smith wrote to 
Frank Field, the social securi- 
ty minister, challenging him 
over the figures after he 
brushed aside the claims in the 
Commons. "Employer subsi- 
dies offer a clear opportunity for 
collusion and fraud," he said. 


schemes to help the unem- 
ployed back to work. 

Peter Lilley, shadow Chan- 
cellor. said the "nods and 
winks" about the Impact of the 
Budget on the middle classes 
were “testing the water for a be- 
trayal of trust" by Labour. He 
said Mr Brown had stated be- 
fore the election that there 
were "no public expenditure 
commitments which require ex- 
tra taxes" but there are clear 
signs at Westminster that Mr 
Brown is preparing to blame Mr 
Clarke for leaving a “black 
hole" in the accounts. 

Mr Brown's wide-ranging 
package will hit drivers 'and 
smokers but the underlying 
concern is over the rising value 
of the pound, driven by the spec- 
ulation surrounding the creation 
of a single currency with a soft 
Euro. There are fears that the 
Bank of England may increase 
interest rates next week, threat- 
ening a further rise in the 
pound, unless Mr Brown con- 
vinces the City that he will 
damp down inflation. 

Tony Blair has been urged to 
deflate the pound by declaring 
an intention for early entry to 
the Euro, but one Labour MP 


t. * ■ . liu i unc i^aoour Mr* 

^ was tci ld by Labour leadership 
Brown will be able to secure the sources: “You must be iofcine" 
±4. /on savinps nn wial . i_ :i _ n J 6 l 



£4.7bn savings on social secu- 
rity fraud which Kenneth 
Oarke, the former Chanceflor, 
included in his Budget figures 
to balance the books. The large 
sums Mr Clarke relied on sav- 


ing by tackling social security 
fraud may have increased the 
pressure on Mr Brown to raise 
taxes in his Budget. 

Ministers said the Budget 
would be less harsh than manv 
were predicting, and that ihe 
Chancellor would produce a 
balanced package in spite of the 
reports mat he is poised to cut 
mortgage interest tax relief 
worth £30 a month to those on 
average earnings and increase 
stamp duty on house buying. 
The pain will be offset by 


Meanwhile, the Secretary of 
State for Social Security, Hor- 
net Harman, gave a clear sig- 
nal that she will announce plans 
to modernise the payments of 
the benefit system. Ministers 
want to bring the payment of 
benefits into “one stop” shops 
with those searching for work 
Queuing, removed from life 
in the Eastern Bloc, was still a 
fact of life in Britain's benefits 
offices. Ms Hannan protested. 
She told the Commons the 
Government would stay inside 
the departmental budgets of the 
previous administration, but 
the priorities would be differ- 
ent. "We are determined to 
modernise the social security 
system." she said. 
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MPs to rule on 
sleaze report 


Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 
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The long-awaited repon on the 
cash for questions affair will fi- 
nally be presented to MPs to- 
morrow and will probably be 
published within the next week. 

The report, prepared by the 
Parliamentary Commissioner 
for Standards, Sir Gordon 
Downey, will rule on whether 
Neil Hamilton, the ex-Conser- 
vative MP who lost his Tatton 
seat to Martin Bell at the gen- 
eral election, accepted cash for 
asking questions on behalf of 
Mohamed al Fayed, the owner 
of Harrods. It will also examine 

allegations against a number of 

other ex-MPs and MPs. 

The report will be presented 
to the Standards and Privileges 
Committee at its first meeting 
of the new parliamentary ses- 


sion today. Although it will 
probably riot publish the report 
straight away, there is concern 
that unless they issue it quick- 
ly, its contents may leak out. 

Mr Hamilton has admitted ty- 
ing about £10,000 he received 
from the lobbyist Ian Greer, but 
has consistently denied taking 
cash to ask questions. 

■ Allegations against two Gov- 
ernment ministers accused of 
failing to declare an expenses- 
paid trip to meet the Bosnian 
.Serb leader Radovan Karadzic 
could be referred to the Par- 
hamentaty Commissioner for 
Standards. Speaker Betty 
Boothroyd said yesterday- 
David Clark, civil service min , 
ister, and John Reid, a defence 
minister, have dismissed news- 
paper claims their trip in 1993. 
when both were shadow defence 
ministers, had been a secret. 
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Photograph: Vic Cleveley 
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Khn Sengupta 


Friends of Jonathan Aitken, 
"Who' is expected to retnm from 
abroad soon to face a Scotland 
Yard investigation into allega- 
tions of perjury, are suggesting 
a possible defence to explain 
why be lied over his secret trip 
to the Paris Ritz. 

The former chief secretary to 
the Theasuiy and defence pro- 
curement minister had, they say, 
been publicly vilified while un- 
able to answer the charges for 
complex personal and profes- 
sional reasons. 

There is strong indication, 
they say, that his ill-fated visit 
was on sensitive government 
business. There could also have 
been a secondary mission he 
was undertaking on behalf of 
the Secret Intelligence Service. 
MI6. with whom he has had a 
long standing relationship. 

Mr Aitken is said to have lied 
under oath during his libel ac- 
tion against The Guardian news- 
paper and Granada Television 
about his stay at the Ritz in Sep- 
tember 1993. His £1.000 bill for 








J 


Aitken: ‘Honourable motives' 


‘The truth, when 
it comes out, may 
show that there 
are explanations’ 



the stay had been paid by the 
Saudi Prince Mohammed - in 
contravention of the guidelines 
on ministerial conduct 
To cover this up, he was pre- 
pared to let his estranged wife, 
Loliria, and daughter Victoria, 
perjure themselves. 

Mr Aitken is believed to be 
in the United States where he 
is negotiating a book about the 
affair. His friends and allies, 
among them politicians and 
journalists who are in touch with 

him, present a different scenario 
involving secret government 
missions, the intelligence ser 
vices, a mistress and an unreji 
able wife. 

Mr Aitken had realised, af 
ter he had left the hotel, that h 
was a mistake to let the Saud- 
is pay his bQl, the friends say. 

He bad asked his wife Loli- 
ria to travel from Geneva to 
Paris where she was seeing 
their daughter into a new school 
and pay the bill. She promised 
him that she had done this, and 
it was not until too late that he 
found out she had not, the 
friends suggest 
At first Mr Aitken thought 
he could bluff it out but he re- 
alised he had been put in an im- 
possible position, say his friends, 
lb protect the reputation of his 
wire and details of his official 
work in Paris, he withdrew the 
libel action. 

There was, it is said, anoth- 
er embarrassing reason for his 
wanting to keep the Paris Ritz 
visit secret He.had spent the 
night with another woman i ^tar- 
ing his stay. 

Although Mr Aitken has a 

reputation as a philanderer, he j 
did not want to add to the woes 
of a Tory government suffering 
a surfeit of sex scandals. 

Mr Ailken’s mother has 
claimed that her son had lied to 
protect his wife. 

His close friend and former 
constituency chairman in 
Thanet South, Major Jofln^ 
Thomas, subscribes to tJte wgft* 
that just because Mr Aitxrif 
“lied does not mean he is 
guilty". Major Thomas has a let- 
ter from Mr Aitken’s soljator 
Richard Sykes saying the-former 
minister had done whatljeSraT 
for entirely “ho^uu^^re?^ 
sons. •“ 

Another frieriB* aTbryp^hi-.- 
cian, said: *Wh»twe bayt^een 
is one man being deahoai^d- 

may 

nations for what happened. 
They may be embarrassing ex- 
planations, but these are <jxkr 
ups rather than conspiracies^ 
Detectives investigating the 
penury allegations are in touch 
with Mr Aitken’s lawyers. They 
say they are .waiting to see 
what Mr Aitken has to shy to 
them. He wfll be interviewed 
under caution. 1 ' 
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Final moments: Three members of crew died wtaen 


the Maria Asumpta broke up off the north Cornish coast in May 1395 


Photograph: Bryony EastmarVComish Photonews 
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Skipper goes on trial over tall ship 

A • • - • * ■ ‘ * j nf the vesseL Mr tht 


The owner and skipper of what was the 
world's oldest working square-rigged 
sailing vessel yesterday went on trial 


in May 1995, appeared befixe Mr Jus- 
tice Butterfield at Exeter Crown Court. 
The three lost crew were Anne Tfcy- 


manslaughler charges at an earlier 
hi*aring: Mr Justice -whft 

■ nM (ho trial mnlrf 1} 


as master and owner of the vessel, Mr 

Litchfield owed a duty to take rea- 
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crew members -lost when the vessel 
broke up on the north Cornwall coast 
Mark Litchfield, 56, who was among 
n survivors when the 137-year-okl 
wooden tall ship Maria Asumpta was 
wrecked as she approached Padstow 


Emily Macfiuiane, 19, of Fetastowe, 


'Ti i (•; I l i T ■ w J m 


from Queensland, Australia. 

- The jury of six men and six women 
heard that Mr Iitchfield, of Baxley, 
Kent, had pleaded 'not guilty to the 


e; adj< _ 

e, The charges allege that Mr Litch 
m field unlawMly killed Anne Tfcylor on 

30 May 1995, and unlawfully killed did no 
Emil y MacEarlane and John Shannon crewv 
between 19 May and 25 June 1995. 

In each case the charge alleged that 


her, including the three who died. 

In each case the charges also allege 
that he was in breach of that duty and 
did not take reasonable care of the 
crew who died. 

It was claimed that he failed to plan, 
navigate and execute a safe passage for 


the vessel from Har t lan d Point towards 
Padstow, and in particular fai led to safl 
the vessel at a safe distance from tire 


shore. ■ 

It was also alleged that he sailed (he 
ship so close to the shore that he had 
to rely on using the engines to avoid 


that the diesel fuel was con 

and likely to cause the engines to fail* 
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Jospin accused 
of reneging on 
Renault pledge 


John Lichfield 

Paris 


The French Prime Minister, 
Lionel Jospin, faces a rough ride 
from his own supporters in 
parliament today after failing to 
reverse a decision by Renault to 
close a large car factory in 
Belgium. 

The issue, although it con- 
cerns jobs abroad, threatens to 
produce the tirst serious split in 
the left-wing governing coalition. 
It is seen by Communist and rad- 
ical Socialist members as a test 
of Mr Jospin's willingness, or 
ability, to soften the market- 
oriented policies of the previous 
centre-right government. 

It is also the first clear ex- 
ample of Mr Jospin stumbling 
over his pledge to keep his 
pre-election promises. During 
the election campaign in May. 
he said he would force the par- 
tially state-owned car company 
to "re-open the dossier" of [he 
closure of the Vilvorde plant, 
near Brussels, with the loss of 
3. 1 <i 0 jobs. 

Earlier this month, Mr Jospin 
appointed cut independent con- 
sultant to study the options. She 
reported back last week that 


there was no way to save the 
plant without jeopardising Re- 
nault’s wider strategy to improve 
its international competitive- 
ness. 

Jean-Luc Dehaene. the Bel- 
gian Prime Minister, accused 
MrJospin of “giving false hope" 
to the Vilvorde workers to win 
votes in France. Even though 
the French state remains the 
largest angle shareholder in the 
company, Mr Jospin says he 
cannot force Renault to change 
its mind. 'That’s all veiy well but 
Jospin ought to have known that 
when he was in opposition.” Mr 

Dehaene said. 

Mr Jospin will seek to explain 
himself to the Socialist group in 
parliament today and. possibly, 
to the nation in a television in- 
terview on Thursday. A con- 
tinuing row threatens to 
destabilise the awkward bal- 
ancing act he has attempted 
since he became Prime Minis- 
ter on 3 June. He insists he will 
honour his campaign pledges to 
adopt a more reftationary. and 
more jo bs-o rie n ted, policy than 
the centre-right government. 
He has. however, delayed most 
spending decisions until No- 
vember and has pledged to stay 


within shouting distance of the 
budgetary guidelines for mem- 
bership of the European single 
currency. 

With anxiety growing on die 
left that Mr Jospin is already 
drifting towards pro-business 
and pro-market orthodoxy', the 
failure to intervene to save Vil- 
vorde could could become a 
flashpoint within the Socialist, 
radical. Communist and Green 
coalition. Tempers will not be 
improved by the announce- 
ment yesterday that unem- 
ployment rose by l.l per cent. 
(32.000) in May, the sharpest 
monthly rise for four years. Al- 
though the increase cannot be 
blamed on Mr Jospin, it wiU 
strengthen the voices of those 
calling on him to abandon bud- 
get orthodoxy and pump up the 
economy with salary rises and 
increased public spending. 

Mr Jospin's discomfort has 
been greeted with undisguised 
joy on the centre right- Philippe 
Scguin who will be elected lat- 
ct this month as the new leader 
of the neo-Gaulli&l RPR, said: 
“Within the space of a month. 
Mr Jospin has forfeited the 
right to give lessons in 
morality to the entire world.” 



A hero of exploration makes his fjnayourn^ 


Jacques Cousteau's widow, Frandne, left, their two children, Diane and Pierre-Yves, and the French President Jacques Chirac in front of Cousteau’s coffin at 
Notre Dame in Paris. The film-maker and co-inventor of the aqualung will be laid to rest in the family vault at Saint Andr6-de-Cubzac Photograph: AFP 


Videogate exposes rot at heart of Mexican politics 


Phil Davison 

Mexico City 


A week before vital elections. Mex- 
ican police are trying to uncover a 
"dirty tricks brigade” that distributed 
thousands of doctored videotapes 
portraying leading opposition can- 
didate Cuauhtemoc Cardenas as a 
Communist rabble-rouser. 

The “videogate" scandal, blamed 
by Mr Cardenas on the ruling Insti- 
tutional Revolutionary Party~(PRI). 
has raised the temperature in the 
run-up to historic f» July elections 
which could see the PRI lose Mex- 
ico City and control of Congress for 
the first time in its 68 -year history. 

The populist Mr Cardenas. 63.’ts 
way ahead in the race for Mayor of 


the capital - the second-most influ- 
ential post in the country after Pres- 
ident - as candidate for the Social 
Democratic Parry of the Democra- 
tic Revolution iPRD). Mexicans 
will also elect a new 500-seat lower 
house of parliament, a quarter of the 
Senate and six state governors. 

Tens of thousands of videotapes, 
in which images of violence and rev- 
olution were juxtaposed with doc- 
tored speeches by Mr Cardenas, were 
distributed to businessmen over the 
past few- weeks until police last 
week raided a Mexico City apartment 
where the videos were being pro- 
duced. The idea appeared to be to 
scare voters and investors in an at- 
tempt to slash Mr Cardenas’s lead. 

Fourteen people were arrested. 


but police are still investigating 
whether the tapes were linked to a 
political party. Mr Cardenas point- 
ed the linger at the PRI. accusing 
them of launching a "dirty war” to 
avoid defeat, but the ruling party 
dcaied involvement. 

In the mayoral race, Mr Cardenas, 
son of revered former Mexican pres- 
ident Lazarc Cardenas. Is running 
ahead of Carlos Castillo Feraza of 
the conservative National Action Par- 
ry (PAN) and the PRI's Alfredo Del 
Mazo, a former energy minister. 

The PRI’s control of the Senate is 
not in danger but it could lose at least 
one governorship, in the key indus- 
trial state of Nuevo Leon, to t he PAN. 

The PRI maintained control of ail 
32 states for the 60 years after its cre- 


ation in 1929. But electoral reforms 
forced on former President Carlos 
Satinas dc Gortari and his successor 
Ernesto Zedillo have since allowed 
the RAN to grab four state gover- 
norships. The left-of-centre opposi- 
tion has never won a state. 

While a victory by Mr Cardenas 
in Mexico City would be historic, 
some analysts say the city vote is 
something of a sideshow, in recent 
years the party has gradually jetti- 
soned segments of power but con- 
tinued to reign over Mexico's 
complex socio-political system 
through its patronising control over 
all sectors of society, from the po- 
lice, military and judiciary to trade 
unions and peasant groups. 

Even a loss of its parliameniaty 


majority would not rob the PRI of 
its control of “the system", analysts 
say. although it would seriously 
handcuff the President in such areas 
as pushing through the budget, long 
the prerogative of the ruling party. 

Ib offset the fears of businessmen 
and investors, Mr Cardenas has 
played down his populist image and 
dropped his opposition lo the North 
.American Free Trade Agreement 
(Nafta) with the US and Canada. He 
is expected to run for President of 
Mexico in 2000. when Mr Zedillo's 
six-year term expires. 

iClr Cardenas's surge in popular- 
ity in the capital and the poverty- 
stricken south is seen partly as a 
protest vole against the PRI, partly 
as a backlash from his unsuccessful 


run for the presidency in 198S. That 
year, Mr Cardenas was running 
ahead of PRI candidate Carlos Sali- 
nas de Gortari when the PRI -con- 
trolled Electoral Council announced 
that the computer system counting 
the votes had crashed. When it 
came back up. Mr Salinas was ahead 
and won narrowly. Ballots were 
quickly burned before a recount 
could be made. 

Mr Zedfflo has since presided over 
electoral reforms, including a more 
independent Electoral Council, but 
the opposition warn that PRI mili- 
tants may resort to the traditional 
fraudulent tactics, particularly in 
rural areas, such 3 S the "taco” vote 
- rolling up several previously- 
marked ballot slips to look like one. 



Cardenas: Rocked establishment 


.Another old PRI favourite was the . 
use of the “dead man's vote" when 
electoral registers included the 
names of dead, people who-voted - 
naturally - for the'PRI. New photo 
credentials should make that 
impossible. 
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A neo-Slatinisi demagogue al- 
lied with a hunch of eco-saho- 
teurs struck a blow for freedom 
of expression yesterday, scup- 
pering the German state’s lat- 
est aitempt 10 rein in the 
Internet 

In a landmark decision, a 
coun in Berlin acquitted Angela 
Marquardi, who had been ac- 
cused of disseminating forbid- 
den leftist propaganda. Ms 
Marquardi. 25. ~a former 
Deputy Chair of the Party of 
Democratic Socialism, had of- 
fended the authorities by pro- 
riding access through her own 
Web site to the proscribed mag- 
azine Rudikul. 

The magazine, made avail- 
able on the Internet, had pub- 
lished detailed adrice on ways 
to block the path of trains car- 
rying nuclear waste 10 the dis- 
posal site of Gorleben in 
northern Germany. It included 
tips on crippling signalling 
equipment and erecting barri- 
cades on the tracks. 

Arguing that the group, 
based in the Netherlands, was 
endangering railway safety and 
the fabric of democracy, the 
German authorities banned 
Rudikal. In June 1995. several 
hundred policemen launched si- 
multaneous raids on left-wing 
activist!, arresting 50 people. 



File deleted: The Radikal magazine Web site , which led to 
the failed prosecution of a prominent leftist politician 


The magazine s office in Maas- 
tricht was also searched by- 
Dutch and German policemen, 
and Internet service providers 
were pressured to block access 
to the inflammatory site, called 
XS4ALL. 

Their tough actions lit a bea- 
con for a motley alliance of 
Berlin leftists sadly lacking a 
cause until then. In Janu 3 iy 
1996, Ms Marquardi put the 
Web address of the magazine on 
her home page, thus pro-riding 
a gateway to the forbidden pro- 
paganda! 


NO 


“I want to distance myself 
from the at racks outlined in 
Rudikal. But I do not accept that 
the discussion over this issue 
should be forbidden," she de- 
clared. Thus freean the war on 
the NeL 

In August 1 990. prosecutors 
instructed the Internet Task 
Force in Germany to block the 
site. A month later, Com- 
puServe. the provider through 
which Ms Marquandi operated 
her page, closed her down. She 
responded by taking her site to 
an unregulated part of the Net. 


The state was left with no op- 
tion but to charge her in Octo- 
ber last year with abetting 
sedition. Meanwhile, under 
pressure from the authorities, 
several further attempts were 
made to block the site but all 
proved impossible. 

Every time one page was 
closed down, the anarchist- 
mioded denizens of the Web 
opened ‘•mirrors'’ - further 
gateways to the magazine. 
Meanwhile, the authorities 
found themselves prosecuting a 
senior figure in a legal political 
party which enjoys up to 20 pen 
cent support in eastern Ger- 
many and whose MPs sit in the 
Bundestag. 

Although the democratic 
motives of Ms Marquandt’s 
party, which is funded by Com- 
munists and post-Comraunists 
of the former East Germany, 
are open to debate, her prose- 
cution smacks of heavy-hand- 
edness. Her own home was 
alleged to have been searched 
by the police and she would 
have faced a heavy fine if she 
had been found guilty. 

^ The court reached a 
Solomonic verdict, ruling that 
she might not have known what 
was o"h the site when she 
opened a link to it from her own 
Internet page. But yesterday you 
could still read the now world- 
famous magazine Radikal via 
the Marquandt page. 
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Socialists usher in New Albania 


Andrew Gumb«l 

Tirana 

Albania’s five turbulent years 
under President Sals Berisha * 
were heading towards a swift 
and remarkably graceful con- 
clusion yesterday as the ruling 
Democratic P^rty suffered a ■ 
fishing election defeat at the 
hands of its Sodalist rivals and 
the President, surprising al- 
n»st everyone, accepted the re- 
sult without a murmur. 

The day after a vote which 
was riddled with minor prob- 
lems but relatively free of the 
gang violence that has rocked 
the country for the past four 
months, the Socialists were 
cruising towards a huge parlia- 
mentary majority. 

The party said it had won 63 
seats outright, plus 10 more 
through electoral pacts with 
other parties. Once full results 
were available and the part of 
the race calculated by propor- 
tional representation was cal- 
culated, the party expected to 
garner up to 50 more seats in 
the 155-seat assemb ly. 

Around a dozen results were 
still due in, two seats bad to be 
contested again because of ir- 
regularities and 19 would be 
decided in a second round of 
voting next Sunday, the Social- 
ists said. Their figures credited 
die Democratic Party with only 
seven seats so far. 

_ The Organisation for Secu- 
rity and Co-operation in Eu- 
rope, which monitored the 
election, said these results 
matched their own findings 


Sali Berisha, under international 
pressure, concedes with grace 
after poll approved by observers 


the Sodas# leader Fatos Nano. 

' Mr Nano called for an end to 
the. deep polarisation in Alban- 
ian po firies that had helped cre- 
ate an atmosphere of fear and 



There were no official results for 
most of yesterday and the final 
taDy is not expected until today. 

Despite the enormous diffi- 
culty of holding an election in a 
gun-ridden country on the verge 
of economic and soda] collapse, 
the OSCE described die vote as 
“adequate and acceptable”. 

Across the country, there 
were blasts of Kalashnikov fire 
through the night and all day yes- 
terday to mark the defeat of a 
president held responsible for 


wreaked by the collapse of Al- 
bania’s so-called pyramid in- 
vestment schemes. But violence 
was kegt to a minimum with on^ 

The Democratic Partywas so 
taken aback by the scale of its 
defeat that hews bulletin after 
news bulletin on state television, 
which it controls, was simply 
cancelled. After a day of non- 
stop election coverage on Sun- 
day, evening viewing consisted 
of Albanian folk-singing inter- 
spersed with warnings from the 
interior ministry not to hold 
street demonstrations. 

The official wall of silence 
continued yesterday morning, as 
two senior party officials were 
summoned to the US embassy 
for a meeting that embassy 
sources said was intended to im- 
press on them the need to 
abide by the will of the people. 


Finally, at 2pm, Mr Berisha 
hims elf appeared on television 
to admit defeat. Looking calm 
and relaxed, be urged his sup- 
porters to “treat the verdict with 

courage and dignity and to con- 
tinue together ... our efforts, as 
an opposition,- to consolidate 
democracy”- He also vowed to 
respect the declarations he had 
made before and dining the 
election campaign - a line wide- 
ly interpreted as honouring a 
pledge to resign following his 
defeat Under the Albanian 
constitution, it is up to parlia- 
ment to elect the president so 
Mr Berisha wfll probably stay in 
office long enough to see the 
new assembly sworn in. 

After five years of scant re- 
gard for democratic principles, 
m which all the problems were 
automatically blamed on a 
“Stalinist-terrorist” opposition, 
Mr Berisha — under intense in- 
ternational pressure - behaved 
with aplomb, to the relief of 
many opponents who expected 
hfm to denounce the elections 
as unfair . His only omission was 
a failure to congratulate the 
man expected to succeed him, 


violence, and welcomed the be- 
ginning tf “an age of peace, co- 
operation, co-habitation and 
co-existence 75 that would en- 
able Albania to get back on the 
xoad to democracy. 

He said he hoped Mr Berisha 
would reagn as he had 
promised but noted that par- 
liament had the powers to im- 
peach him if necessaiy. “There 

are structures to assist, if not to 

force, Mr Berisha to be a man 
of his word," he said. 

The challenges ahead are 
enormous - disa rming the rebel 
hands so that roads, towns and 
vfflages can he made safe again; 

bhflding a barely developed 
economy that has been devas- 
tated by tbe collapse of the pyra- 
. mid schemes; and encouraging 
a truly pluralistic , culture, in 
which the media is free and both 
government and opposition can 
coexist peacefully. 

■ An Italian soldier was badly 
wounded in shooting in the 
Adriatic port of Vlora and was 
flown to Bari in Italy for treat- 
ment, Renters reports. WDd 
shooting broke out in Vlora, 
following rumours, that Presi- 
dent Berisha had resigned. 



, ..inhnrtff at their headquarters in Tirana Photograph: Damir SagoiyReuters 
Uplifting victory; Socialist party supporters celebrate at tneu new — __ 


Electorate flirt 
with return of 
the Zog dynasty 


An drew Gumbd 

Just for a moment yesterday, it 
looked as though Albania was 
turning the dock back more 
than 60 years and doing what no 
European country has done 
since the fell of Franco - re- 
viving its monarchy. 

One of the more bizarre 
sideshows of Sunday’s general 
elections was a referendum 
asking Albanians whether they 
were happy with their republi- 
can system or preferred to have 
a king again, just as in the bad 
old days of King Zog and his 
court of puffed-up puppets. 

Nobody had given the refer- 
endum a second thought, dis- 
missing it as one of President 
Sali Bcrisha’s more eccentric 
political games, but yesterday 
morning supporters of Zog s son 
and heir, Lcka Zogu, grabbed 
the post-electoral limelight and 
cried victory. "WeVe got 54 per 
cent.” said one spokesman- 
"Actually. it*s nearer 70," said 

311 A chili wind was suddenly felt 
in Albanian political circles. 
How could an electorate that had 

just handed the Socialist Party an 

overwhelming parliamentary 
majority do such a dung? Did 
this mean the country would 
readopt its repressive. highly 
autocratic 192S constitution, as 
the monarchists were lnssting. 

Constitutionalists scratched 
their heads and wondered 
whether the “yes" vote wm j ab- 
solute or depended on a vote m 
the new parliament. Scurrilous 


political journalists noted that 
the referendum made no ref- 
erence to Leka and wondered 
if any old monarch would do. 
^ Maybe we should ask Prince 
Charles," said one. “Or Chris 
Patten," said Ben Bhishi, editor 
of foe Albanian newspaper In- 
dependent. “After all, he’s look- 
ing for a 1 job.” 

By mid-afternoon, it became 
dear that the rumours were un- 
founded and the monarchy, al- 
though scoring far better than 
anyone expected!, was in no dan- 
ger of reasserting ftselt 

Leka, who was whisked out 
of Albania as a babe-in -arms 
when the Italians invaded in 
1939, returned to the country for 
the first time earlier this year to 
launch his campaign. In Vlora, 
epicentre ctf the armed anti-gov- 
ernment revolt, he survived 
just 20 min utes before fleeing 
the men with guns. His life as 


sight appear to qualify him to 
lead one of the woritfs craziest, ’ 
most impoverished countries. 

His father, Ahmed Zogu, 
was an ambitious politician 
from northern Albanhi who 
seized the presidency by force 
in the early 1920s andWevaled 

himself to king in 1928. Zog Wed 
ihe country dry add had afoye- 
hate, relationship with Easdst 
Italy that qibnniytecfihjtfab an- 
nexation ofhisr»TOtryi^l^39, 

Zog and his famify took 
refuge in the Ritz hotel in Pio- 
cadSy, nicknamed “ZogJCir- 
cus", and was never myrteaback 
to his home country again. 
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Bosnian Serb 


president held i have n 


by own police 


Marcus Tanner 


Rood alert: Reids in Val Chiavenna 

people in the area to avoid regfon 0,1 Sun ^ <*■ P"***™ officials warned 

8 forecasts of fresh rain sparked fears of further hooding and mudslides Photograph: Carlo FerraitfReutere 


The mafia-style politics of the 
Bosnian Serb state threatened 
to overwhelm the Bosnian Serb 
President BQjana Plavsic last 
night, after she was arrested by 
her own police force on re- 
turning from a visit to Britain. 

Mrs Plavsic, who was was in- 
vited for talks in London by the 
Foreign Office on the strength 
of her new-found reputation as 
a moderate, cut short her 
British visit amid reports of op- 
position to her planned drive 
against corruption. 

At Belgrade airport on Sun- 
day night, in spite of being tit- 
ular head of an entirely 
independent state, she was 



Plavsic: Arrested at airport 
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grabbed by the police of Pres- 
ident Slobodan Milosevic of 
Serbia and held for an hour- 
and-a-half. She was then trans- 
ported to Bjjeljma, in north-east 
Bosnia, where she was detained 
overnight by her own police in 
the village of Dvorovi. 

Yesterday the "President” 
was set free and returned to the 
Bosnian Serb dty of Banja Luka 
with an escort provided by S-Fbr, 
the international peace-keeping 
force in Bosnia. They were re- 
ported to have secured the pres- 
idency building in Banja Luka 
against possible attack. 

Mrs Plavsic was one of a trio 
of Serb ultra-nationalists led by 
Radovan Karadzic who plunged 
Bosnia into a bloodbath from 
1992-5 by dying to carve an eth- 
nically pure Serb state out of the 
mixed Muslim-Christian for- 
mer Yugoslav republic. 

Unlike Mr Karadzic she was 
not indicted for suspected war 
crimes by the UN tribunal in the 
Hague, but until recently was 
seen as the most hardline of the 
lot. President Milosevic’s jour- 
nalist wife Mhjana famously ac- 
cused her of being a Nazi. 

Her troubles proceed not 
from being “soft* on Muslims, 
but from her opposition to cor- 
ruption which, as a rabid but sin- 
cere nationalist, she devoutly' 
opposes. Mr Karadzic and his 
close ally, Momcilo Krajisnik, 
have had no scruples about 
draining the last drops out of the 
bankrupt Bosnian Serb state to 


line their pockets. Mr Karadz- 
ic has made his cash through his 
monopoly on smuggled dgar- 
rettes. Mr Krajisnik and his 
brother have lined their pock- 
ets by sharing out monopolies 
on spirits and petrol. They are 
reported in the Belgrade media 
to have stashed their fortunes 
away in private banks in Russia. 

Mrs Plavsic, who assumed the 
Bosnian Serb leadership from 
Mr Karadzic after he was in- 
dicted by the UN war crimes tri- 
bunal decided to crack down on 
the private mafias after a meet- 
ing with Madeleine Albright 
during the US Secretaiy of 
State’s recent tour of former Yu- 
goslavia. She also told Ms Al- 
bright she had swung behind the 
“moderate" camp on the ques- 
tion of a single currency for 
Bosnia - a big irritant to the 
mafia men . who have no desire 
to see the Bosnian Serbs’ worth- 
less currency replaced by some- 
thing more stable. 

Just prior to her return from 
London, she announced the 
sacking of the Bosnian Serb po- 
lice chief, Dragan Kijac. 

Her detention in a police cell 
in Bijeljina will raise a bitter 
smile from Bijeljina's surviving 
Muslims. Mrs Plavsic first 
achieved real fame by publicly 
kissing the Serb paramilitary 
leader Zeljko Raznjatovic. 
“Arkan" after his forces had 
stormed the town in April 1992 
and murdered many local lead- 
ers of the Muslim community. 

■ The Hague (AP) - UN war 
crimes prosecutors will give se- 
cret indictments to “authorities 
ready, willing and able to exe- 
cute them," Chief Prosecutor 
Louise Arbour said. 

Ms Arbour was reacting to 
Friday’s arrest by the UN of 
Slavko Dokmanovie, a Serb 
suspect in the massacre of 260 
Croats in the eastern Croatian 
town of Viikovar in 1991. Ffis ar- 
rest marked the first time UN 
authorities have held an indicted 
suspect in the former Yu- 
goslavia. 
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School rebel confesses 
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The 14-year-old boy arrested in the beheading of a 
schoolboy has also confessed to killing one young girl and 
stabbing another in the western dtv of Kobe, news reports 
said yesterday. Police arrested the boy on Saturday after he 
confessed to killing Jun Hase, 11, and leaving his severed 
head at a school entrance gate of a junior high schooL 
Two months earlier, Ayaka Yamashita, 10, was 
bludgeoned to death in the same neighbourhood, 
apparently with a steel pipe. Less than an hour later, a 
nine-year-old girl was stabbed and nearly bled to death. 

nase s severed head was discovered with bis eyes 
gouged out and his mouth split from ear to ear. The 
suspect told police he targeted the mentally retarded boy 
because the victim was weaker. AP - Tokyo 
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President Suleyman Demirel approved the formation of a 
new Turkish government headed by Mesut Yilmaz. Ten 
daj« of lobbying in Turkey’s finely balanced parliament 
had convinced Mr Yilmaz - who leads the conservative- 
minded Motherland Party - that he has majority, support 
for a coalition to unite most of "Ihrkey’s secular political 
parties. He is prime minister for the third time. 

Mr Demirel asked him to form a government after the 
resignation of Necmettin Erbakan, the Islamist leader 
unseated under pressure from the army and True Path Party 
coalition partners. Christopher de BeflaigUe - Ankara 
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Man cleared of asylum arson 
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fou ? d 3 Lebanese 03311 hmocent of 
the deaths of lOAfricans in an arson fire last year at an 
asylum shelter. The decision was issued more than three 

hflSc^ r - pr ° se ^i fors admitted to the court that they 
had insufficient evidence to convict Sa/wan Aid for the 
tire on IS January 1996 that killed 10 people and injured 
38 others. ^ AP-Liibeck 
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President Laurent Kabila has blocked the UN’s path to 
massacre , sites in the jungles of former Zaire, but 
uwestmators said they would not pull out of the country 
immediately A UN team in the capital, Kinshasa, said 'the 
h S reje ^® d 19,0 non-negotiable tenns for the 
investigation. The mission follows allegations that Mr 

oif b, ^. T !J tSl_backed rebeIs or their Rwandan or Ugandan 
alhes killed an unknown number of Rwandan Hutu^ 

marched across Zaire before toppling 
President Mobutu Sese Seko in May. Reuter - Kinshasa 


^feftsin leans on filial advice 


BUYING A NEW RENAULT HAS NEVER BEEN SO EASY. 

vT «pi.. I « l cF>Kwt.nc 141 U .rv=: .rrj, .1.: * * 5 "**<**«» £*■»* 


President Boris Yeltsin named his younger daughter 
yesterday as his official image adviser, boosting the power 
he gained while heading her father's re-election 
campaign. Tatyana Dyachenko, 37, first emerged as an 
important player during the re-election bid. AP - Moscow 

Anthrax survives - 80 years on 

A germ warfare capsule from the First World War 
. 1° a Norwegian museum was still deadly. 80 

11 Y? 8 confiscated from a German officer, a 
A sma ^ ampule found at the 
Po ' ,ce Museum in Trondheim in April 
TS? 13 * bacteria, the local newspaper 

Bjorn P. Berdal of thUNorwegian 
conSJr Cr0b, ° oglcaI ^boratory in Oslo said the find 
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‘I have relinquished administration of this government 

Fatten 
wipes a 

tear as 

Last Post 
sounds 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong \ 

Chris PaUeo, the 28th and I^st Gov- 
ernor of Hong Kong was swallowing 
hard as he emerged from Govern- 
ment House for die last time yes- 
terday afternoon. He might just 
have got through the 'modest cere- 
mony marking hisdepaiture without 
shedding a tear had it not been for 
Che lowering of the flag and the 
mournful sounds of “The Last.Post". 

Earlier, he had sent a telegram to 
London, marking the end of his mis- 
sion. “I have relinquished the ad- 
ministration of this government. 
God Save the Queen, 1 ' it said. It was 
d wrenching day for the Governor, 
crowned not by his final departure 
on Britannia, but at a farewell parade 
in pouring rain which turned into a 
torrent the moment the band struck 
ip “God Save the Queen". 

Leaving is something the Brits do 
terribly well, so well that they have 
even trained their colonial subjects 
to produce a perfect replica of a 
British ceremonial occasion. That is 
why the Chinese bandsman of the 
Royal Hong Kong Police bands 
wete first out on the parade ground 
in their kilts, clutching bagpipes 
and other instruments which were 
later seen in the rather larger hands 
of three groups of British bandsmen. 
Although very British in character 
the ceremony could only have oc- 
curred in Hong Kong where, as the 


glib commentary stated, “East meets 
West". 

Britain supplied both most of the 
hardware for the ceremony and the 
rain, without which any British cere- 
monial occasion would not be com- 
plete. China supplied a gleaming 
new office tower block which over- 
shadowed the parade ground, demon- 
strating the new master's commitment 
to the territory in terms of hard cash. 
As for Hong Kong itself, it supplied 
what h supplies best - people. 

“They were only ordinary,’' said 
Mr Patten in his farewell address, “in 
the sense that most of them came 
here with nothing. They are extra- 
ordinary in what they have achieved 
against the odds." Some 10.000 peo- 
ple turned out for the ceremony, the 
Chinese just about outnumbering the 
British residents. Most of them were 
dressed in their Sunday best to pay 
their respects to the departing sov- 
ereign power. 

The baggage of history was left dis- 
creetly out of sight, for the most part 
Mr Patten referred obliquely to the 
opium wars which gave birth to the 
colony. “This chapter began with 
events that, from today’s vantage 
point, at the end of the following cen- 
tury. none of us here would wish or 
seek to condone," he said. Rather 
less obliquely he reminded his au- 
dience that most of Hong Kong’s 
people came to live under the British 
flag as refugees from Communism, 
or as he pul it, “because of events 



Parting gesture: A soldier saluting the Governor’s car as it leaves Government House, Hong Kong, for the last time on the final day of British rule Photograph: David Rose 


in our own century which would to- 
day have few defenders". 

Mr Patten bad promised that 
Britain would be withdrawing with- 
out self-congratulation, but with 
dignity and solemnity. Yet he could 
not resist raising at least two-and-a- 
half cheers for British colonialism. 
He said Britain had provided “the 
scaffolding" - the rule of law. dean 
government, the values of a free so- 
ciety and, “the beginnings of repre- 
sentative government and 
democratic accountability". 

“No dependent territory has been 
left more prosperous, none with 
such a texture and fabric of civil so- 
ciety," he said. 

It is indeed a far cry from the days 
when an agitated Lord Palmerston 
chided Captain Charles Elliot for 


seizing this “barren rock with hard- 
ly a house upon it”. Chris Patten has 
arguably been its most controversial 
governor, just slightly more contro- 
versial than Sir John Pope-Hen- 
nessy, who made an attempt to give 
Hong Kongers more rights. He left 
the colony in 1882 with his fellow 
Britons ostentatiously turning then- 
backs on him, while members of the 
Chinese community saw him off 

s inging his praises. 

Mr Batten must be one of the few 
colonial governors to depart with 
higher opinion poll ratings than his 
local successor. His tear ducts were 
again severely tested last night as the 
audience at the farewell ceremony 
stamped on the metal stands sur- 
rounding the parade ground, only 
ceasing in their chorus when he sig- 


naled that the show should go on. 

The final act of British rule was ap- 
propriately played out in the pristine 
splendour of Hong Kong’s newly 
constructed Convention Centre 
extension, a striking edifice which has 
shot op on a piece of reclaimed land, 
jutting into Victoria Harbour. 

China, which stayed away from the 
last hurrah on the parade ground, 
had to send its leaders to this occa- 
sion. Yet Chinese leaders declined 
an invitation to share the last sup- 
per with their British hosts. They ar- 
rived after the coffee had been 
served to spend a little over half an 
hour with the British party for a func- 
tional handover ceremony. 

At one stage in the tortuous ne- 
gotiations over how the ceremony 
should be conducted China had de- 


manded that Britain sign a document 
formally ending its rule over Hong 
Kong. British negotiators said that 
they bad signed such a document 
bad: in 1984 and could see no point 
in signing anything else. 

However. China wanted a visible 
symbol of the end to the humiliation 
of more than a century and a half of 
foreign occupation. Its leaders want- 
ed Britain to put its mark on some- 
thing, rather like the Treaty of 
Nantong which first granted the 
Mandof Hong Kong to the British 
empire in perpetuity. 

In the end both sides settled for 
the most minimal ceremony that 
could be mutually agreed. The 
Prince of Wales, representing the 
Queen, promised the people of 
Hong Kong that “we shall not for- 


get you". China’s President Jiang 
Zemin promised a new era of pros- 
perity. The small honour guard from 
both sides stamped through their 
paces in the confined space. A spe- 
cially designed-wind machine pul life 
into the Union and Hong Koag flags, 
which were lowered for the last 
time; and the five-star Chinese flag, 
which finally took its place on the 
newly-restored Chinese soil, and the 
new Special Administrative Region 
of Hong Kong flag. . 

Hie final ceremony was too hur- 
ried and rigid to produce much 
emotion. As the clapping melted 
away the British party hurried from 
the hall, their presence now redun- 
dant. 

Leading article, page 19 
Andrew Man; page 21 


What the handover will mean 


Remind me, why exactly has 
Britain handed Bong Kong 
bade to China? 

Because Britain had a 99-year 
lease on the New Territories, 
which comprise some 90 per 
cent of Hong Kong's territory. 
The rest af the territory was 
granted by China to Britain in 
perpetuity, hut Hoag Kong 
could not really function with 
just 10 per cent of its land 
mass. The New Territories lease 
expired yesterday. 

So, will Hoag Kong just be 
another part of China? 

The post-colonial Hong 
Kong is called a Special Ad- 
ministrative Rcgjon of China, 
and wilt have a high degree of 
autonomy from ftrking for a pe- 
riod of 50 years during which the 
territory will be allowed to con- 
tinue with its distinctive laiss c: 
fain system. 

That sounds very modi tike the 
party line. 

That's because it is the par- 
ty line. 

What's the truth then? 

Hard to say, hut it already 
looks as though the promised 


Stephen Vines examines the small print of a treaty 
ending 160 years of British imperial rule 


high degree of autonomy won't 
be realised. There are already 
signs that the Chinese leader- 
ship is actively intervening in the 
running of Hong Kong. 

Such as? 

China has insisted that new 
laws be enacted against seces- 
sion and subversion. Chinese 
leaders have also indicated that 
certain types of criticism, such 
as personal attacks on the Com- 
munist Pam* leadership, will not 
be tolerated. 

But surely the Basic Law, Hong 
Kong's new mini-constitution, 
guarantees all the existing 
freedoms and rights? 

Yes. up to a point, that’s true. 
The Basic Law protects press 
freedom, the right of assembly 
and freedom of speech, but it 
may be argued that the rather 
dusty document called the Chi- 
nese Constitution also contains 
mam' guarantees of rights which 
are more honoured in the 


breach than in the observance. 
Are you saying then that as 
from today Hong Kong can 
kiss goodbye to the high degree 
of liberty it has enjoyed in the 
past? 

It is very hard to be quite as 
categorical as that. Tung Chee- 
hwa. Hong Kong’s new head of 
government, promises to be a 
protector of lire territory’s lib- 
erties. and has even said he 
would resign if he saw them be- 
ing undermined. At the same 
lime, be has been an active pro- 
ponent of all the measures 
which the Chinese government 
wants introduced to curb civil 
rights. 

Surely all this is only the 
concern of a handful of 
political activists? 

Not really. The fate of civil 
liberties goes to the heart of 
questions related to the rale of 
law. If the current legal frame- 
work is changed to accommo- 


date a more oppressive ciril 
rights regime, it will send a dear 
signal that the rest of the legal 
framework is in question. 

But we’ve been told that the le- 
gal system will remain 
unchanged. 

True, and the new order has 
made a good start by appoint- 
ing a well-respected lawyer, 
Andrew LL, as tne Chief Justice. 
But at the same time, Mr Tung 
and Elise Leung, the new Sec- 
retary for Justice, have been 
blithely talking about new laws 
having retrospective effect and 
seem happy to see new legisla- 
tion enacted which gives wide, 
unspecified powers to the au- 
thorities to act against political 
opponents. 

What about elected forms of 
government ? 

As of today, all elected tiers 
are being scrapped and re- 
placed by new’ bodies. The old 
elected legislature has been 


kicked out and replaced by a 
China-appointed body, and at 
local level the former elected 
councillors have been allowed 
to retain their seats but are be- 
ing supplemented by appoint- 
ed councillors, almost all of 
whom are supporters of the new 
a dminist ration. 

Sorely this is no more than a 
temporary measure, to be 
followed by elections? 

Elections have indeed been 
promised within a year. The 
question is whether, as Robin 
Cook, the Foreign Secretary put 
ft, “they will be free and fair". 
Some of the rumoured plans for 
a new election system nave the 
smell of election rigging. 

Some things won't change will 
they? 

Actually many things woo’t 
change, or will only do so veiy 
gradually. The currency, for 
example, will remain the same, 
English remains as an official 
language and Hong Kong will 
retain rts own border controls, 
specifically meaning that peo- 
ple from the mainland will need 
permission to come in. 



Patten’s last days - 
The Director’s Cut 


Cheers and tears in Gerard Street 


Jojo Moyes 

London 

As the Chinese flag was raised, 
bridging a loud chccr front the 

crowd assembled in the centre 
of London's Chinatown Sandic 
Chan burst into tears - but not 
tears of sorrow. 

“Excuse me" she said, as her 
friend passed her handkerchief. 
"I think if I'd been in Hong 
Koqg I would just be celebrat- 
ing hut this morning I went to 
the British Museum and I was 
looking at what the}' took from 
the *£105 Ming Dynasty and 1 
know' it was taken in war, but.." 

Sandie Chan, Eke many of the 
300-strong crowd assembled at 
the bank of television screens 
showing the handover ceremo- 
ny on The comer of Gcrranl 
Street, was glad to see China 
resume sovereignty over Hong 


In London's Chinatown emotions were high, but 
there was a good deal more joy than foreboding 


Kong. While sensitive to the 
presence of so many “gweibs" 
(white ghosts) she was more 
critical of Britain's colonial past 
than fearful of a future under 
China. Her emotions were 
heightened by baring been sub- 
jected to what she saw as rude, 
invasive questioning when she 
arrived in Britain on holiday. 

“This immigration official 
was so rude." she said. “Did she 
think I was trying to flee here 
because of the handover?" 

Zoc Chan, 23, waiting for her 
parents, was already loo kin g 
forward to travelling to the 
mainland. Currently in Britain 
to study science she said that 
although Hong Kong was her 


home, she would be looking for 
a job io China: “My father 
works m Guangdong. There 
will soon be a lot of opportu- 
nities forpcoplc like me." 

_ Ms Chan, whose Hang 
Kong-based parents were visit- 
ing Britain for the handover, 
said those, like her family, who 
had had business dealings in 
China, believed there was little 
to fear “A lot of this is just down 
to the fear of the unknown." 

Whether it was the Hong 
Kongers' customary bullish- 
neffi, or genuine confidence, it 
was left to some of the Brits in 
the crowd to shed tears of sad- 
ness for the passing of empire. 
At least two men in the multi- 


cultural crowd wept as the 
scree ib showed the British flag 
being lowered. 

”1 used to live there. I think 
its terribly sad and I worry for 
my friends," said one man, who 
declined to be named. 

But for the Hong Kong 
Chinese already dispers in g tack 
towards their stalls and restau- 
rants 10 minutes after the ex- 
change of sovereignty, ft was 
already time to look forward. 

“It is goodl" said student 
Leung Lap-Chi who had trav- 
elled down from Leicester, 
where he was studying. “It is im- 
portant to be here. After all we 
are Chinese. Hong Kong Chi- 
nese yes. but we are Chinese." 


■ Commons Speaker Betty 
Boothroyd sent a personal mes- 
sage of support to the people of 
Hong Kong ooly hall an hour 
before the colony was handed 
back to China. Ms Boothroyd 
paid tribute to the work of the 
Hong Kong Legislative Coun- 
cil, which will be replaced by an 
un -elected body when the han- 
dover is complete. 

“Let me say that from this de- 
mocratic institution, which is of- 
ten known as the Mother of 
Parliaments, our thoughts go to 
Hong Kong and our best wish- 
es for the future,” she told the 
Commons in an unusual de- 
parture from the business of the 
House. 

Ms Boothroyd said: “It is a 
very exceptional day for this 
country arid for Hong Kong and 
I appreciate the fact that you 
have raised it with me." 


/governor Chris Patten was 
Vwfemous, during his gover- 
norship, for argumg the de- 
mocrats' cause. AH of which 
(fid not, of course, endear 
him to Peking. It was therefore 
perhaps not entirely surprising 
that Chinese television wished 
to present its own view of the 
departure from Government 
House of Mr Ratten yesterday, 
the man who they had so 
roundly and frequently 
abused. 

For most of the departure 
ceremony, Chinese mainland 
television used the live pictures 
which were beingbtoadcasc by 
Hong Kong television. But 
the mainlanders also installed 
their own camera in the 
Botanic Gardens above Gov- 
ernment House, which they 
regularly cut away to. The 
camera (fid not have a riew on 
to the ceremony itself, so the 
cutaways were somewhat baf- 
fling - at least until observers 
noticed a pattern. 

Bringing down the Union 
Jack far the last time was, nat- 
urally, shown in glorious tech- 
nicolour. Bui whenever Mr 
Patten stopped to have .a 
friendly conversation with a 
Chinese person, Peking mys- 
teriously became more inter- 
ested in the anodyne view of 
the gates of Government 
House. Could it be that Peking 
is unwilling to let anybody 
think that Mr Patten has a 
warm relationship with Hong 
Kong Chinese? Of course noL 
Unthinkable. 

A U the clutter of colonial 
rule has been shipped out 
or is finding its way into the 


bags. But one relic at least has 
found a dignified new Hong 
Kong borne. The huge, gold- 
en crusted coat of arms that 
hung in the baliroom.of Gov- 
ernment House became the 
subject of much discussion: 
where to take it? What to do 
with it? 

The coat of arms bad been 
smuggled down to Hong Kong 
from the embassy in Peking 
during the jittery days of the 
Cultural Revolution, when 
British diplomats feared that 
the building might be sacked 
by Red Guards. In die count- 
down to D-Day, there was talk 
of returning it to London. 
But it is now to be moved to 
the grand new consulate de- 
signed by Tbrry Farrell, 
architect of MI 6 ’s new head- 
quarters on die Thames. 

Ac least one Briton is not in 
/Tdanger of being sidelined 
by the new changes. What 
former prime minister Ed- 
ward Heath would no doubt 
call pragmatism and vision 
has ensured him a place in the 
official Chinese history books. 
Chinese state television has 
made available approved li- 
brary material on Hong Kong, 
for broadcasters to use. Titles 
include: Map Tse Tung and 
Hong Kong-, Deng Xiaoping 
and Hong Kong, Chinese pres- 
ident Jiang Zemin and Hong 
Kong, Li Peng [prime minister 
and man responsible for 
Tiananmen] and Hong Kong! 
Oh yes, and... Edward Heath 
and Peking. Nice to be up there 
with all the greats. Maybe it’s 
called flying the flag. 


A t least mainland China 
does not scorn all things 
English. The South China 
Morning Post reports that Chi- 
na is now in the grip of a Jane 
Austen craze: - “Jane Austen 
has become the new.opiate of 
the masses". 

Jasper Becker, the paper's 
Peking correspondent, quotes 
a Chinese translator on the 
enormous excitement gener- 
ated by the BBC production 
of Pride and Prejudice: “Every- 
one’s watching it, turn on your , 
TV and it’s there It is about 1 
the problem of self-delusion, 
and that is something the On- ! 
nese don't like to own up to." 
There Is no word on the re- 
sponse to Mr Darcy and his 
dinging wet riding breeches: 
a Chinese equivalent of Brid- 1 
get Jones has yet to bid for an 
interview with Colin Firth. 

A ll sorts of little hiccups 
along the way to the final 
acL The swearing-in of Hong 
Kong’s unelected new legisla- 
ture took place in the early 
hours this morning. The 
judges who conducted the 
swearing-in needed to do 
some homework before the big 
day. Their knowledge of Man- 
darin Chinese - as spoken in 
Peking, but not in Canionese- 
speatang Hong Kong -was not 
up to scratch. So they had to 
be sent off to have intensive re- 
hearsals in putonghua, the 
common language. Other 
Hong Kongers hope that the 
mutual understanding be- 
tween the judges and ft king 
will not be too close. 

Steve Crawshaw 
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Hong Kong 


China’s new 
top brass 
sweep in like 
emperors 


Teresa Poole 

Hong Kong 


No Chinese emperor ever both- 
ered to set foot in Hong Kong 
in the era before the "barren is- 
land” was taken by the British. 
But yesterday. China's leaders 
triumphantly swept in to reclaim 
the territory witn at! the confi- 
dence of a sovereign power 
that had never been away. 

As the newly-raised Chinese 
flag fluttered’ in an artificial 
breeze above him. President 
Jiang Zemin declared: “The re- 
turn of Hong Kong to the moth- 
erland. after going through a 
century' of vicissitudes, indi- 
cates that from now on the 
Hong Kong people have be- 
come true masters of this 
Chinese land.” 

There were no thanks or 
even soft words to the British. 
"Hong Kong's prosperity today 
in the final analysis has been 
built bv Hong Kong compatri- 
ots. It is also inseparable from 
the development and support of 
the mainland,” said Mr Jiang. 

There could be no better con- 
trast of the two systems between 
which Hong Kong finds itself 
passing than the sight of the two 
country's senior representa- 
tives on the dais. From the 
momenL the Chinese President 
and his delegation entered the 
hall their demeanour was stiff. 
Even when China's national 
Hag was raised and the March 
of the Volunteers boomed 
through the hall they betrayed 
no sign of emotion. The Chinese 
side had never wanted a public 
handover ceremony, and were 


There were no 
words of thanks 
or even soft 
words to the 
British for their 
stewardship 

not going to let on that Lhey 
were enjoying every victorious 
minute of it. Only the Prime 
Minister, Li Peng/ seemed to 
allow himself one brief smile. 

Mr Jiang, who in February 
had sobbed theatrically at the 
memorial service for Deng Xi- 
aoping. yesterday looked no 
more sentimentally engaged 
than be docs at a National 
Peoples Congress plenary ses- 
sion. Nor had he amended his 
turn of phrase to suit a more 
cosmopolitan audience. Hong 
Kong's return “is both a festi- 
val for the Chinese nation and 
a victory for the universal cause 
of peace and justice”, he said. 
The day “will go down in the 
annals of history as a day which 
merits eternal memory'' . 

Hong Kong’s people, famil- 
iar with seeing Mr Jiang in 
action on foreign soil, will now 
silently be judging from direct 
experience what They make of 
their new leader. Mr Jiang 
again pledged that the new 
Special Administrative Region 
would keep its social and eco- 
nomic system. But Hong Kong 
will keep its laws only “basical- 
ly unchanged ", residents will en- 
joy “various rights and 


freedoms - according to law", 
and it will only be allowed to de- 
velop a democratic system “that 
suits Hong Kong’s reality”, he 
said. 

It took just a few hours to put 
the stamp of mainland sover- 
eignty indelibly on Hong Kong. 
Bv the early hours of this morn- 
ing a new chief executive, hand- 
picked by Peking, had been 
sworn in. and Hong Kong's 
elected legislature replaced with 
one appointed by the mainland. 
Thus did the so-called “through 
train”, the aim that the legisla- 
ture could straddle the historic 
handover, come to a grinding 
halt in the Hong Kong Con- 
vention and Exhibition Centre. 

The new Provisional Legis- 
lature was due to hold its first 
meeting at about 3am. passing 
the Reunification Bill, which 
introduces new public order, as- 
sembly and association restric- 
tions and which replaces all 
elected tiers of government. 

The manner of Mr Jiang's 
earlier arrival in Hong Kong 
illustrated the clash of political 
cultures which lies ahead. 
Against a backdrop of pouring 
rain, the President’s Air China 
airplane landed just after 5pm 
at Hong Kong's airport. It 
would have been only a short 
drive from the luxury new villa 
in Shenzhen, the mainland spe- 
cial economic zone bordering 
Hong Kong, where Mr Jiang 
had spent the previous night. 
But that might have risked the 
possibility of encountering 
demonstrations along the way. 

After being greeted atthe air- 
port, Mr Jiang was whisked off 


Facing the future: President Jiang Zemfn said ‘Hong Kong people have become true masters of this Chinese land' 


to the Harbour Plaza hotel, 
owned by one of the mainland's 
very wealthy Hong Kong 
friends. Li Ka-shing. It was 
there China's top leaders chose 
to dine rather than at the 4,000- 
strong lavish banquet laid on by 
the British. Almost his entire 
seven hours on Hong Kcmg 
soil before midnight was spent 
closeted in this hotel. 


The Hong Kong handover 
ceremony was aimed as much 
to people inside China as to the 
world. Mr Jiang, who this au- 
tumn mil be re-elected (unop- 
posed) as head of the Chinese 
Co mmunis t Party and army 
duet could not have asked for 
a better partypoliticaj broadcast 
to be beamed at political rivals 
back at home. The President 


knows his performance last 
night as China’s leader should 
make him unassailable for the 
time being in the post-Deng era. 

In the final ceremony. Mr 
Jiang stood flanked by some of 
those on whom his political 
future depends. As well as Mr 
Li the top team included the 
vice-chairman of the Central 
Military Commission, Zhang 


Wannian. Included in the 90- 
strong official Chinese delega- 
tion was the widow of Deng 
Xiaoping, Zftuo Lin, and one of 
the former paramount leader 's 
daughters. Deng Lin. Deng, 
who died in February aged 92, 
was the architect of the “one 
country. Two Systems" policy. 

This morning, Mr Jiang will 
have got his first real sight of 


Photograph: David Rose 


Hong Kong when he joined 
morning celebrations before 
departing for Peking. Mr Li fe 
not so adventurous, fully aware 
that he is a target for pro- 
democracy activists. He will 
depart at breakfast time for the 
more predictable celebrations 
in the Chinese capital. Never 
has a new sovereign power 

k.Mn miitA ert crvirori r\f Vianmnt 




Protesters 
defy police to 
light flame of 
democracy 


Angelica Cheung 
Hong Kong 
and Agencies 


The leader of Hong Kong's 
Democratic Pam'. Martin Lee, 
sened notice to China vester- 
Jay (hat he would fight on for 
democracy. 

"We pledge to continue to be 
the voice of Hong Kong people 
- in or out ot office - and to fight 
to get democracy back.” Mr Lee 
told .i crowd of thousands. 

Within an hour of the mid- 
night handover. Hong Kong's 
democrats put on a boisterous 
demons! ration at the Legislative 
Council t Legco) building in 
the city centre, calling for free- 
dom and democracy. 

Despite earlier objections 
from tiie China-backed provi- 
Mi'nii! legislature, a crowd gath- 
ered outside the Legco building, 
v ailing for Mr Lee to give a ”1 
Juh declaration" on the balcony. 

It was unclear until the last 
minute whether the police 
would allow Mr Lee to gel on 
to the balcony, but he was very 
determined. He made it clear 
during a speech a few hours ear- 
lier (hat he had a 30ft ladder 
which he would use ro climb 
“like Romeo” on lo the balcony 
if llic police tried to stop him". 

The Democratic Party led by 
Mr Lee. a barrister, is the 
biggest and most popular po- 


litical group in the former 
British colony. They won the 
largest number of seats in the 
Legco elections in 1995. when 
Hong Kong people had a first 
taste of democracy. 

Peking refused to acknowl- 
edge the elections, insisting that 
the political reforms introduced 
by the last governor. Chris Pat- 
ten. were against the Sino- 
BritLsh agreement and the Basic 
Law of l^S-L which laid Lhc 
groundwork for Hong Kong's 
post-handover constitution. 

Last year, an interim body, 
comprising mainly pro-Peking 
figures from which the Democ- 
rats were excluded, was set up 
to take over after the handover. 

The new chief executive, 
Tung Chee-hwa, who backs the 
provisional body, has said that 
elections in the newly-named 
Special Administrative Region 
are planned to be held next May. 
The Democrats say they will 
stand for the elections, but they 
also fear that the rules may be 
changed to their disadvantage. 

Mr Lee was expected to con- 
demn China's curb on civil lib- 
erties and its decision to 
replace the elected law-making 
body with a Peking-appointed 
one. which was due to be sworn 
in early this morning. The de- 
claration also expressed the 
party's determination to con- 
tinue to fight for freedom and 



Political opposition: Anti-Peking protesters trying to press through police to march on the handover Photograph: AFP 


democracy under Chinese rule, 
and for Western countries to 
monitor China's implementa- 
tion of “one country, two sys- 
tems”. It urged the incoming 
government to hold elections as 
soon as possible. 

Earlier yesterday evening, 
there was a’wholc series of pre- 
deciaration activities in cen- 
tra] Hong Kong, starting with 
speeches by political figures 
expressing ’their concern for 
democratic development in 
Hong Kong. There were also 
recitations, plays and concerts, 
while another democratic 
leader, Szeto W'ah, delivered a 
handover speech. The main 
slogan, very carefully chosen. 


was: “Support the handover, 
defend democracy." 

Veteran Democratic leader 
Szeto Wall, called L^ncle VNfeh by 
the audience, delivered a “han- 
dover speech” expressing the 
party's support for Chinese sov- 
ereignty and calling on Hong 
Kong people to meet historical 
challenges. He also expressed the 
belief that, with the support of 
the people, the party will make 
a comeback next year and cre- 
ate a democratic Hong Kong. 

Soon after midnight a “flame 
of democracy" was lit by the De- 
mocrats. accompanied by pa- 
triotic songs. Later, the 
shin-sleeved demonstrators 
wearing headbands and carry- 


ing banners, marched through 
the streets, unaffected by the 
rain, heat and thunder. 

Despite the countless cele- 
bration activities going on in all 
corners of the city. Democrats 
were yesterday hopeful that 
many local Chinese would come 
lo last night's demonstrations. 

One spokesman said that if 
only 50 people joined the 
demonstration Lhc authorities 
would arrest them. If there 
were 5.000 demonstrators, he 
said, the authorities would stare 
at them. If the number got lo 
50JXX), “then the authorities will 
clear the road for you." 

Businessman Alan Chan 
said: “All other mainstream ac- 


tivities are predictable. As a Chi- 
nese, I support the handover. 
But I think Hong Kong people 
should support the Democrats, 
because, now that the British are 
gone, the Democrats will be the 
only people who can defend our 
freedom. If the Democratic 
Party cannoL survive. Hong 
Kong's future will not be 
promising." 

Most of the ousted legislators 
from Legco plan to run in the 
elections premised for next year. 
“Some of us will leave this coun- 
cil in order to get back in in a way 
we want," said Christine Loh, 
who recently founded the Citi- 
zens’ Party, which like the De- 
mocrats favours liberal reforms. 


Freedoms guaranteed, but for how long? 


designed “to prohibit foreign political 
organisations or bodies from con- 


5am Coates 


The Basic Law. Hong Kong's mini-con- 
stitution. guarantees that the territo- 
ry will continue to be governed in much 
the same way under Chinese rule as 
it was during the British administra- 
tion. It outlines the basis for Deng Xi- 
aoping's "One Country - Two 
Systems" principle and enshrines in law 
people's freedoms. However, it also 
makes provision for the incoming 
Hong Kong government to override 
many of those guarantees if there is any 
threat of "subversion". 

The ability of the Hong Kong gov- 
ernment and judiciary to make deci- 



sions independently of China is set out 
in article 2 of the Basic Law. This states 
that Hong Kong will have 'a high de- 
gree of autonomy and enjoy executive, 
legislative and independent judicial 
power, including that of final adjudi- 
cation. in accordance with the provi- 
sions of this law". This is supplemented 
by article 3, which ensures that the gov- 
ernment will only be made up of 
Hong Kong people, not by officials 
drafted in from the mainland. 

The “One Country. Two Systems" 
principle is outlined in article 5: “The 
socialist system and policies shall not 
be practised in the Hong Kong SAR 
| special administrative region], and the 



previous capitalist system and way of 
life shall remain unchanged for 50 
years, y 

Article 27 guarantees freedom of 
speech and a free press in Hang 
Kong. However, there has been in- 
creasing self-censorship in the local 
media. This article also says thaL peo- 
ple will have “freedom of association, 
of assembly, of procession and of 
demonstration” - though subsequently 
the provisional legislature has rein- 
troduced the old colonial laws which 
mean that protesters have to seek pri- 
or permission from the police. 

.Article bS guarantees that the Leg- 
islative Council will be elected. How- 


ever. because of Chris Patten’s deci- 
sion to widen the franchise for the Leg- 
islative Council election in 1995. China 
has decided to scrap the existing Leg- 
co. The eventual aim, according to the 
Basic Law. is “the election of all 
members of lhc Legislative Council by 
universal suffrage". 

Despite all these promises, article 
23 gives the SAR government the op- 
portunity to enact laws which could 
overturn many of the freedoms out- 
lined in the other parts of the Basic 
Law. It comes into force if there is a 
threat of “an act of treason, secession, 
sedition [or] subversion” against Chi- 
na. or “theft of stale secrets' 7 . It is also 



ducting political activities in the region, 
and to prohibit political organisations 
or bodies of the region from estab- 
lishing ties with foreign political or- 
ganisations or bodies”. 

This has been interpreted by many 
as giving the new administration 
wide-ranging powers to deal with its 
critics. 

Cynics will inevitably draw com- 
parisons with the constitution of the 
People's Republic, which is also lit- 
tered with pledges and rights that 
have been disregarded by the 
government. 



Citizens want 
greater say in 
future plans 


I went to sleep on 30 June in 
British Hong Kong, and woke 
up today in China. The last day 
of June was also the last day for 
me as an elected legislator. 
The impact of what this means 
is still sinking in. 

Frankly, I don’t feel any dif- 
ferent. I think what I think and 
politics is still my business. If any- 
thing, I want to be more creative 
in my political work in order to 
heighten awareness among Hong 
Kong people that they need to ac- 
tively participate in politics. 

Hong Kong people have nev- 
er been given the chance to be 
“citizens" in the true sense of the 
word. Under British rule, we 
could not really participate ful- 
ly in collective decision-making. 

Since 1982, when Britain and 
China first started to negotiate 
Hong Kong's future, the two 
sovereign powers both pro- 
fessed to act in our best inter- 
est, but in reality, they treated 
our future as a commodity, 
something to be bartered, bar- 
gained over, managed and ex- 
ploited. No wonder Hong Kong 
people fee] disempowered! 

It would be tragic if in gain- 
ing a country we were not gain- 
ing that voice in determining our 
own affairs. We want to have an 
expanded rather than limited 
say in charting our own future. 

Hong Kong people, like 
many Asians, are afraid of pol- 
itics because our history shows 
that politics has been a nasty 
business. Good people, like 
Sun Yat-sen, the father of mod- 
ern China, died disillusioned. 
Mao Tse-tung’s selfish excess- 
es prevented China from real 
progress for three decades. 

Many people are also put off 
by politics. They are unhappy 
with the worst side of the busi- 
ness when politicians from dif- 
ferent parties spend more time 
exchanging insults with each 
other than in finding solutions 
to real problems. We must get 
out of this way of thinking oth- 
erwise we will never believe par- 
ticipation and representation 
are important in public life. We 
run the danger of continuing to 
leave important decisions to 
others whose interests might be 
very different from our own. 

I am told constantly that rav 
wish to bring nobflitvbadc to pol- 
itics is naive . I am told that when 
powers involved, then there will 



Changing lives: In an 
occasional series, 
Christine Loh, a 
leading Hong Kong 
democrat, reflects on. 
the handover 


always be too much vested in- 
terest to act from principle. 

I think thi^view is too cyni- 
cal. I see public decision-mak- 
ing as all othfr decision-making. 
Choices must be made all the 
rime. We e^n afl make better 
choices. To compromise is not 
necessarily /to veer from prin- 
ciple unless' decisions are made 
contrary to the public interest. 
A compromise should be a 
win-win decision after alL ■ 

Anyway, the majority of King 
Kong folk enjoyed the five days 
of handover holidays because 
they could have a longish bireak 
first and foremost For an event 
billed internationally as the most 
significant one of the year, Hong 
Kong people were rather blas£. 

The, official change of sover- 
eignty, ceremonies were solemn. 
Those whose jobs were to “cel- 
ebrate” worked hard, but ordi- 
nary people remained indifferent 
. I see this as the strength of Hong 
Kong people. We don't jubilate 
just because wc are supposed to 
or told to. We don’t act exdied 
when we are jiol We acceptthat 
Hong Kong is now a pan of £hi- 
na but we are not prepared to act 
as if we have no anxieties./ 

Hong Kong's calm goodbye 
to Britain and cautious w elcome 
to China is entirely appropriate 
in view of the fact that we had 
no voice in determining the 
chain of events leading/ to the 
handover, and our elected rep-' 
resentatives are being ejected. 
□ Christine Loh is char of the 
n^'h'-formed Citizen 's Peon - 
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Same 1 1 3 QQ miles to the north of the 
tonnpwties taking place in Hong 
Kifflg, an invitation-only crowd of 
more than 100,000 gathered in 
’nananmen Square in Peking. They 
counted down the seconds to mkf- 
night, and then issued an enormous 
cheer t o welcome the return of the 
territory to Chinese sovereignty. 

The moment capped days of ex- 
atotf a nticipat ion in the Chinese cap- 
itaLots major streets decorated with 
fairy lights, coloured flags and red 

an UJjSsual carnivS^^ataK^here 

Residents and visitors alike have 


mraggeuio iiananmen square in re- 
ccaK^byK, brandishing both the na- 
tfo&al flag of China and the new flag 
of the Hong Kong Special Admin. 
istrative Region. 

. “Tins is an extraordinary day for 
all OthHsepeKipte; no matter where 
they live. This is a day to remember 
forever,™ said Liu Jinghai, who trav- 
efledfrom Shanghai tagptherwitb his 
wife, daughter and parents to be in 
■Pekfog for the festivities. 

Mtr Liu and his family spool yes- 
terday afternoon strolling the square 
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and then joined a long queue of peo- 

m'tonUrf a huge 
for months has been counting down 
the days and seconds to the Hong 
Kong handover. 

“wc just want a picture of our- 
selves in front of the dock as it shows 
onhronc day remaining," his 12-year- 
otd daughter said. 

While ordinary citizens have been 
granted a two-day holiday to mark 
the turnover, thousands of Chinese 
police and paramilitary police have 
been working overtime. 

Their task has been a delicate one. 
Although the Chinese authorities 
have encouraged an energetic and 



patriotic response, they are also 
concerned about the potential for any 
spontaneous outpouring to turn dis- 
orderly or, worse, into an occasion 
for the expression of other, unsanc- 
tioned political views. 

Tiananme n Square remained 
open to all of Peking’s 11 million res- 
idents until late on Monday after- 


noon, but attendance at the aB-rujghf. 

party was limited to a carefully cho- 
sen elite of KXyJOQ. 

Those in Hong Kong who fret 
about the presence of Chinese troops 
in their mute might take some cheer 
from the behaviour of ihe Fdringpo- 
lice who yesterday deared teas of 
thousands of revellers from the 


square to prepare for die evening's 
celebration. 

Passably civil if not quite pobte, 

■ mifn rmpH ^ftnhfjdcd CTLAVtiS 


a w ay from the vfcmily of the massive 

/square and ingedpeople to go home 

and watch fte, festivities on their 
televisions.; " 

.They w^te. aimed with nothing 


more than bullhorns, but viable in 
the back streets around the square 
and on the grounds of the nearby 
Museum of Revolutionary History 
there were additional police, pre- 
pared to provide extra supp ort 
• Many members of the crowd 
'sou gh t to linger, or to wander back 

toward the square, but they all good 


naturedly heeded the warnings to 
continue moving away. 

Tam sony I can’t attend tonight's 

party, but I am very happy to be abte 

to came here today” said a xmdrank- 

ing official in the Chinese Ministry 
of Justice, who declined to give his 

name. . „ 

T lived for five years m Japan and 


Set piece: Dancers adding a . 
swirl of colour to a background^ 
of ram for the farewell 
ceremony in Hong Kong 
yesterday. The formal 
celebrations were accompanies 
by parties and dinners that jf 
used the occasion as an excuse 
for extravagance ** 

Photograph: David Rose 

I could have remained there, but 1 
wanted to come back. This is a 
great time to be in China. Onr 
country is growing strong and Hong 
Kong's return is the greatest proof 
of that," he said. 

Elsewhere in Peking, excitement 
likewise verged on disorder. A 
branch post office on South Dong Si 
Avenue was besieged by an unruly 
crowd hoping to get part of an ad- 
vance allotment of special com- 
memorative stamps being issued to 
mark the return of Hong Kong to 

f"hina 

At least one thousand people 
queued around the block, with the 
two hundred of them nearest the 
front pushing forcefully to get in. 

“1 have been waiting here for two 
hours, and I am planning to buy the 
special edition gold-foil stamp. I 
think it wiD go up in value, but I main- 
ly want it as a souvenir," said one 
punter who declined to give his 
name. 

For all their excitement, some in 
Peking said yesterday that they were 
growing weary of the lengthy build 
up to the turnover, and of the cen- 
trally choreographed celebrations. 

“The return of Hong Kongis of 
course a very nice thing for China, 
but I wish the government would 
spend less money on fights and ban- 
ners and decorations. They should 
be spending that money to build de- 
cent housing for ordinary people,” 
one Peking driver said. 

■ Reuters — A choir of 10,000 
singers lined the banks of Shanghai's 
Huangpu river and sang the revoht- 
> nonary hymn “Without the Com- 
munist Party there would be no New 
i China" and a new pop song “1997" . 
: In the boomtown of Shenzhen, lion 
- dancers, children beating drums 
j i and flag-waving residents cheered 
s as the first 509 active troops of the 
People’s Liberation Army entered 
i Hong Kong. 
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No time wasted Colotfal colo urs make way for Chinese 

as forces arrMlK 
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s»ph«i vino* China rushes to 

22XJS2S — establish a 

SSKSuSSv military presence 
&W&2FWS within hours of 
SimSSS British departure 

■t di^tilw land, sea mdmr._ militarv headquarters, 


m mrngfafrte iy sqid he was, well 
awarepfthe SrmyVneedfo xto- 
store^ttsihriri^: w®d saw the 
HongKogg deployment as an 
opportunity to show the worid 
that'tftiQgffinib so. 
Howdfoar'Soth the relatively 
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at dawn by land, sea ana^x. ... headquarters, tijie 
A sxnall contingent of 509 ^- pri-™ 0 j^y eg Building, which - 

dicn. drove muj the to be renamed. Glad in 

three hours bef ol > ne wty-designed uniforms and. 

edgeofCanton^^g®. 


China’s newest regoa ... 

hulk of the troops ^**5* Ag ^ey left the Chinese box- 

emcr by three land ^ to ^i of Shenzhen the 

Niiv;iUore«wwd^toa^ were instructed by Gen- 

m 10 ships, with sot Huaqrag, vice chairman 

amirrWngthemr^^MiKi ^SVitary Com- 

amtUenaalh'.aunawas^e ^^eoathefrbestbe- 

io Mtiul in 21 haviour. “With your actual 

deeds you must win the support 
and love of the Hong Kongpeo- 


lttibrmg m armbured 
(jet could well be ased 
raal control pqiporeSi 
Lcritiasedkydic^ner- 
i British governments. 
theJForeign Sec- 
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TunarnnenSipaieiWCT®- ^g^ ofth eHoQgKongpco- 
.\lilhmgh thB caused s^e ““ whesai(!L 
Jr-Jiuei in Hon& ’USj! P Although an £lite force m 

Aasck^To^b^rf^ ^^es.theywillbeiau- 

!,f nran with ftWA SSSg iSl .than £10 ^r 

S 1 'Ajgy? SSSte* rfSj ? o£ ** 

will craiaiM Of 4 - ?1K ’ send off by children banging 

many more th.nivvere a. drums and waving ritoo^ ^ 

in Hong Kong h> IJntain m re dancers twistedand turned 

iV nt ‘nwy S bring good luck. Once wefl 

itniiih-huilt Kuraeks respited the PU& 

qu.iricrs _ ed hSbeen severely dam^^by 
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Dulton, the outgoing Bntish 

How China mar ched m 
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doming' of troops a 

matt er of Chinese soitereijptty 
and is no business of anyone 
else- At an eariy stage in the ne- 
gotiations for Hong Kong's 
handover, the late Chi nese 

leader, Deng Xiaotang, flew into 

a rage on being fold that his of- 
ficials had been sympa thetic to 
British demands for a minim al 
Chinese military presence in 

Hong.KoQg. He masted tha| 

Qiina would maitttam a gaiTK 
. i -a «« Untarn’e 


S^nboBceati^TjK. Unlba'.ftag and the tenner Hong Kong flag being hwered ter the Inst tone 
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The troop^m Hong KoBg are 
backed up by a sizable force on 
China’s border **icfa can be 
Mobilised in case off emergent^. 
AH troc^>s in the hwon have 
been put on alert. (faring the 
handover period, reflectingGn- 

na’s extreme-amnety over sta- 

billty in the »rly day* of 
Chinese rule in Hong Kong. 
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HorigKbng ^ 

TSwBlaipliePrinie MmSter, last ni^tt 
accepted an invitation frtim President 

fi W Tamn to viat China, During a 40- 
zninpfe meeting, during v*idi *e Chi- 
nese president joked about Mr Blair’s 
wtijh and how to overcome jetlag, me 
tvJleaders talked about “a new b^gu- 


Prime Minister tells Jiang that historic day 
marks new. dawn in Sino-British relatons 


k a iiumm— -t » a 

tt the past five years on aToner- 
of rows and recriminations. ^ 
rr thre e hours before the Brmsh 


QBBQIDB UUWU 1VI ™ — ^ y 

Ko^lMt Kair told the Chinese P^- 
id^ETwouklveiy much like to see mat 
astes chapter in our histoiy ends, we 
open a new chapter for the future, one 
oFpartnership and prosperity for our 
countries." He said that Bntam want- 


ine past nenmu ua , 

-«*“WEH25!ite2d 


bound vomme a — — 7 - 

works was presented to Mr 

tends to be fond of quoting the bard 

■’isasssasi**--* 

or »f Shanghai, he received the Queen 


in 1986, congratulated Mr Blair era his 
election victory and issued a formal in- 
vitation to Mr Blair toviat China. A cou- 
ple of hours later, Mr Jiang was able to 
renew his contact with Britsh royalty with 
a brief exchange with Prince Charles. 

fh mtng fTrtTrt a counmr where toplead- 
ers tend to reach their position long al- 
ia they are pensionable, the 70 -year-okx 
Chinese President was bedazzled by the 
44 _year-old Blair's youth. “If there is one 

thing ! haw to admire about you, you are 
a young maa Andit is pairtless to be jeal- 
ous of that because it is an ot^ective re- 

afity." Hisyoath, it was su^ened, might 
have helped him with the jet-lag. 

No time scale was cfiscussed for a Blair 

viat to China, which will be the first by 
aBritish prime minister sinceadis^rous 

mp in 1991 by John Major. Robm 
Cook, the Foreign Secretary, eaiher 
told his counterpart, Qian Qichen, that 
he would like to visit before the end of 

thkyear. This autumn, Mr Jiatgtos bom 

the Ctonununistparty congressandastato 

visit to the United States, so Mr Blair wffl 


probably have to writ until next year. He 
last visited China in 1988. “1 was even 
younger then," quipped Mr Blair. 

The good-natured exchanges of the 
meeting, howevea 1 , will not be enough to 
ensure a smooth ride during the next 
phase of Sino-British relations. And 

Unu Winn ic ci-TTl min® to be UlC StJCK- 


mg pomL Mr raaff repeat^ 

that China’s adherence to the Jomi De- 
^Mutimi ?rv>im4mo free and fair ele ct i ons , 


oiUMnut*.; — — . - rz. 

was a prerequisite to a new era moum- 
aal ties. He also had talks with the Prime 
Minister, Li Feng. ' 

Hong Kong’s new leader, Tung Chee- 
hwa, promised elections by next May“at 
the latest", which would replace the Crn- 
na-appointed legislature sworn m last 
night However, Mr Tung intends to 
change the voting system even for the 
minority of (firectfy-eiected seats, and the 
proposed new electoral systems would 
all result in a reduction in the number 
of seats likriy to be won by the Demo- 
cratic Party. It remains to be seen bow 
tough the British government will be if 


it does not approve of the new system . 

Mr Blair was also said to have stressed 

freedom of the press and human rights 
in Hong Kong during the meetings 
with Chinese leaders and Mr Thn& But 
Hong Kong’s political activists will be 

waiting to see whether Britain starts soft- 

peddling in its avowed commitment to 
keep an eye on China’s stewardship of 
the territory, preferring to put first the 
future potential trade and business 
links with the mainland. 

Friendly overtures by China are ffius- 
ly to frost over if Peking decides London 
i trying to “meddle in China’s internal 
aflarrs™ - an accusation which tends to 

bedefinedbroadh'enoughtocovcraijf- 
thing. The British position is that as the 

Sino-British Joint Liaison Group con- 
tinues its work until the turn of the cen- 
tury, this gives London the right to 
monitor developments in Hong Kong. 

In the short term, with the vibes 
sounding much more buoyant than for 
a longtime, the Government’s biggest 
challenge will be trawl through London’s 
bookshops. During last night's meeting, 

Mr Tiang said he was interested in a Eng- 
lish novel called Whterbo Bridge, but nei- 
ther Mr Blair nor bis entourage had 
heard of it. 
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Hong Eong '^K / handover 


Territory 


toes the 


party line 


with a 


big bash 


For many residents, the point 
of the night wasn’t politics - it 
was the chance to celebrate 


Susan Oh 
and Sam Coates 


While ihe world's attention was 
focused on the handover of 
power from one nation to an- 
other in Hong Kong's Conven- 
tion and Exhibition Centre, for 
residents of the ( former) British 
colony, that particular event 
may not have been of quite such 
dramatic importance. For raanv 



Party's over: Chris Patten 
and Prince Charles yesterday 


outside the Convention Centre, 
the evening was spent wining 
and dining in one - or several - 
of the lerriioriy's many parties. 

Socialites in custom-made 
colonial gowns and cheongsams 
at the" Regent Handover 
Extravaganza toasted Hong 
Kong's last few minutes of 
British rule with Champagne 
and a fanfare, as pan of a bash 
that cost over Sim in sets, cos- 
tumes and live entertainment. 
The highlight was the appear- 
ance of a “governor" in 1850s 
Edwardian dress and a Chinese 
beauty draped in a red 
cheongsam made of mirrors, 
who were escorted across a 
ballroom by a pair of Sikh 
guards to live bagpipe music. At 
that point Britannia herself 
stepped in. adorned in a 
crystal studded fake fur gown 
and followed by flag bearers. 
Then on the stroke of midnight 
the entire ballroom was trans- 
formed into a deft mock-up of 
Tianneman Square. 

At that moment on the oth- 
er side of the harbour, the likes 
of supermodel Claudia Schiffer 
were finishing off their fifth and 
final course whilst watching the 
Convenu'on Centre ceremonies, 
before taking to the dance floor 



Jacking it in: Revellers carrying a Union Flag through the Hong Kong streets 


Photograph: David Rose 


once again to dance away the 
night, accompanied by a live pop 
band. 

Those on the guest list of one 
private party in the Midlevels 
area were treated to a tape from 
the China Products Emporium 
department store, greeting the 
new Chinese leaders. Then im- 
mediately after midnight, the 
"roup promised thev were go- 
ing to first toast the Queen and 
sing the British National An- 
them, followed immediately 
with a toast to the Chinese lead- 
ership. Those who knew the 
Mandarin lyrics would then 
join in a muzak-and-chorus 
recording of China's national 
anthem. 


Every spare inch of roof 
space was used for partying: on 
top of stopping centres, office 
blocks, in cafes and on junks. 
Revellers dressed in everything 
from colonial gowns of satin to 
Shantung silk suits. Private par- 
ries booked belly dancers, snake 
charmers and live bands. Cater- 
ers cashed in on the evening, 
and despite charging more than 
double for last mehL most had 
been booked up for more than 
six months. 

There were the odd places, 
however, where celebrations 
were not quite as lively as they 
could have been. Hong Kong’s 
most famous hotel, the Penin- 
sula, which overlooks the har- 


bour, passed over the opportu- 
nity of a handover pany, pre- 
ferring instead to organise a 
series of dinner-dances in each 
of its restaurants. They didn't 
even count down the last few 
seconds of colonial rule - some 


eventswere in celebration of the 
club's sixth birthday. 

For most people in the ter- 
ritory, many of whom work six 
or seven-day weeks, the almost 
unprecedented five days holiday 
that has been granted over the 


‘Every inch of space was used for 
partying in cafes and on junks’ 


guests were unsure when one 
administration had ended and 
the next begun. Some places 
even refused to acknowledge 
the great event at all, with the 
China Club claiming that their 


handover period gave ample op- 
portunity for every permutation 
of party and celebration. 

One of the hottest tickets in 
town over the handover period 
was the "‘Unity* rave, which was 


held last Saturday night at an ex- 
hibition centre near the airport. 
It was organised by prominent 
local businessmen, and despite 
ihe entrance fee costing over 
HKS75 (£60), tens of thou- 
sands of people packed in to the 
venue to hear the live bands and 
DJs. Many, however, did not last 
all the way through id the end 
as it lasted a .mammoth 12 
hours, from 10pm on Saturday 
night through to 10am on Sun- 
day morning. 

The rave included a number 
of celebrity guest stars, includ- 
ing DJ Boy George and Grace 
Jones. 

The Harbour was the focus 
for many people's celebrations 


in recent days, with junks all 
around the island. Several peo- 
ple coasted round the special ex- 
clusion zones to watch the 
British and Chinese firework 
displays from a better vantage 
point than the tens of thousands 
who were trying to see from the 
harbour side. 

Many will take to the water 
again this evening, to see the 
“Hong Kong 97 Spectacular" - 
a fireworks and light show span- 
ning the entire harbour. It is 
produced by Don Mischer, who 
directed the opening and clos- 
ing ceremonies at the Atlanta 


Olympic Games and organised 
the Grand Opening of Euro 
Disney. 


What the Chinese press had to say 


Angelica Cheung 


On the last day under British 
rule, the Chinese papers in 
Hong Kong focused on the ar- 
rival of state leaders from all 
over the world to attend the 
handover ceremony, the prepa- 
ration work for Iasi night's cel- 
ebration and celebration 
activ ides in Chinese communi- 
ties all over the world. 

.Additional stories included re- 
search which showed a sudden 
drop in confidence towards the 
“one eouniiy. mo systems" pol- 
ity . because some people were 
worried about Hong Kong's 
economic future and suspected 
that freedom would be restrict- 
ed. Tlie report said many peo- 
ple got depressed and nervous 
as die handover began to loom. 

Several papers reported on 
ihe preparation work of more 
than It M KID people in villages 
close to the Chinese border to 
w elcome the arrival of the Peo- 
ple's Liberation Army soldiers 


on the morning of 1 July. On top 
of that, thousands of villagers 
spontaneously organised “wel- 
come teams” to meet the Chi- 


nese army. 

Other reports included the 
news that Shenzhen public se- 
curity bureau had received in- 
formation that two separatists 
from Xinjiang province on the 
north-west border had entered 
ihe city at the Hong Kong-Chi- 
na border, and were planning to 
place bombs, possibly at the 
railway station during Lhe han- 
dover. 

There were also reports said 
to be from British military in- 
telligence sources which said 
that the IRA was planning to 
create trouble in Hong Kong to 
attract world attention. 

On the China pages, the Evo- 
unmic Journal reported that 
Peking had decided to carry out 
a major reorganisation of its 
publishing business. All the in- 
ternally distributed publica- 
tions would he closed down and 



Angelica Cheung took 
a look through the Hong 
Kong newspapers on 
the last day of colonial 
rule and found them 
focusing on the 
handover celebrations 


registration for new newspapers 
had slopped since early last 
year. At present, there are 2J02 
registered newspapers in Chi- 
na', plti* more than 6.400 inter- 
nally distributed ones. 

On the entertainment front, 
action star Jackie Chan had re- 
turned to the territory from the 
shooting of his new movie to 
participate in the handover ex- 
travaganza. playing the role of 
lead drummer. For the first 
time in 20 years, seven top 
Muntmen-tumed action stars 
would reunite, and put on a 


show to celebrate the handover. 

All the editorials of the Chi- 
nese press commented on the 
end of the British colonial rule 
last night. The out-spoken Ap- 
ple Daily, owned by ami-Com- 
raunist businessman Jimmy Lai, 
said that when the British oc- 
cupied Hong Kong during the 
Opium War, they never ex- 
pected that the deserted island 
would become the most free 
and prosperous economic cen- 
tre in the world. It said Hong 
Kong's history reflected the 
mereing of two different kinds 


of culture - Asian and Western 
- which had made the territo- 
ry a place of creativity. The pa- 
per said the British had come 
with shame, but after creating 
a wonder in the world, they 
could retreat with honour. 

The mainstream Ming Poo 
pointed out that although Hong 
Kong should go back to China, 
people should think about what 
British legacy should be pre- 
served after the handover. 

It said the British had set up 
a sensible and modern svstem. 


so that diligent Hong Kong 
people could compete freely on 
an equal footing and make use 
of the opportunities brought by 
China’s open door policy. The 
paper said the efficient system 
comprised three parts, a' free- 
market economy, a clean and ef- 
ficient bureaucratic team and 
rule of law, which the new gov- 
ernment should maintain. 

The business daily Hong Kong 
Economic Times commented 
on the potential economic 


changes brought by -the han- 
dover, saying that under British 
colonial rule. British companies 
had enjoyed privileges in the ter- 
riloiy. 

But in a new era which began 
today, the dominant players on 
Hong Kong’s economic scene 
would be Hong Kong Chinese 
and mainland capitals, and if the 
British could put themselves in 
a proper position, they could 
continue to have a part in Hong 
Kong’s prosperity. 

The Peking-backed Ta filing 
Pact's editorial was titled “Good- 
bye Britannia”, having a go at 
the Democrats. 

It said that it was rime for 
Hong Kong Chinese to look for- 
ward to the new era, and that 
if Hong Kong people wanted 
democracy and freedom, the 
first thing was to put colonial 
system to an end. It said the De- 
mocratic Party leaders might be 
temporary guests on the Bri- 
tannia. but eventually, they had 
to come back to land. 



Open house: The scene at Government House yesterday 


New uses for 
an old home 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 


News-stands are dosed in police dampdown 


Stephen Vines 


New in the •itrecLs near Hone 
K* 'iigN Convention Centre, where the 
h.uuiiwcr cereniitnie*- were lukinc 
plate, were shut down 1>\ the police 
during the live-d.iv peri, nj set aside to 

:n.irk the etc nr. 

The police claim that the damp- 
down on newspaper sales is part of u 
routine crackdown on illegal hawkers. 
However, licensed news-stands have 
also been shut down. In addition, 
hawkers selling newspapers and mag- 


nifies in the nearby Causeway Bay area 
have been requested by the police to 
place controversial political publica- 
tions either under the counter, or in 
less prominent positions. 

Hawker* were roid that the closure 
was prompted by fears that they would 
display sensitive publications which 

might offend guests participating in the 
handover events. This unprecedented 
closure of news-stands prompted the 
editor of a China-watching magazine 
to say: “It sends a very worry ing mes- 
sage ii the police are already preventing 


the sale or even display of publications 
w hich may be offensive to people rak- 
ing part in official events.” 

The shut down has been conduct- 
ed beneath a veil of secrecy and be- 
gan before the handover ceremonies 
even started. It appears to be pan of 
a process of placing a ring of steel 
around the convention centre, both for 
purposes of security and to ensure that 
the Chinese government participants 
are not aware of any protests or any 
form of activity which can be regard- 
ed as critical of the new government. 


Aside from attempts to keep news- 
papers off the streets around the con- 
vention centre, the impression of an 
early start for press censorship was re- 
inforced on Sunday night when both 
Hong Kong television stations were ac- 
cused of refusing to cover a protest ral- 
ly organised by the Democratic Party. 
Hong Kong’s largest party. The party 
says that a diminishing number of their 
events have been receiving television 
coverage. However, the Sunday night 
demonstration was well covered by for- 
eign television stations. 


As if to prove a point the television 
stations also declined to cover last 
week's launch of a report on freedom 
of expression in Hong Kong compiled 
by the Journalists’ Association and the 
Article 19 anti-censorship pressure 
group. Reports of this kind used to be 
well reported by the electronic media 
which had a healthy appetite for press 
freedom stories. Carol Lai, the asso- 
ciation's chairwoman, said the Hong 
Kong media was faring a crucial test 
in the coming weeks. She was unable 
to be optimistic about the outcome. 


Government House, die home 
and office of successive Hong 
Kong governors, will not be- 
come a “museum of colonial 
atrocities” as the outgoing Gov- 
ernor Chris Patten liked to 
joke. Instead it will be a mixture 
of an official guest house, a 
place for formal government oc- 
casions and parts of it might well 
be opened to the public. 

Tung Chee-hwa. Mr Patten's 
successor, has declined to live 
there because he fears it has bad 
fimg shui, meaning that its lo- 
cation is unfavourably oriented 
and could bring bad luck. 

However Mr Tung seems to 
have been impressed by the last 
Governor's teniaiive attempts at 
opening up the house. He made 
the premises available for char- 
ity concerts and opened the gar- 
dens at times when the azaleas 
and rhododendrons bloomed. 

The 100 or so staff had been 
fearful that they would loose 
their jobs, but have now been 


told they can stay on although 
it is not clear what functions 
people like the tailor and vari- 
ous office staff will perform. 

Mr Tung is not even intend- 
ing to have an office in Gov- 
ernment House. He prefers to 
operate from the 19ws munic- 
ipal town hall-style Govern- 
ment Secretariat down the hilL 
This involves kicking both the 
Chief Secretary and” Financial 
Secretary out o’f their offices to 
create a new suite of rooms for 
the top man. 

Government House, built in 
1S55 and briefly occupied bv the 
commander of the Japanese 
forces during the Second Warid 
YVhr. is seen as just that bit too 
colonial for the new order. It is 
remarkably similar to other 
colonial buildings in the Far 
East and, by Hong Kong stan- 
dards. is remarkably old. 

Were the new order keen to 
raise some cash they might con- 
sider releasing this prime prop- 
erty for redevelopment. It would 
be ’sure to fetch a price some- 
where in the outer stratosphere. 
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Milo? 
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5>V LA**y FEK3N 


The sun sets on Lily Wong’s world 


SililIMJf IH£ HANTS', tR ifa sole «einmJ 


THE FIRST OF J01V. AN ERA BEGINS 
*E WE 10 GREET THE NEtf MINN 
WE SHAME Of HISTORY!! HOW AVEWED. 
FWAUT THE Bttmw ARE {ORE! 


TRUE, HONG KONG WOULD STUi 
BE A BARREN ROCk 

IF (T HAD NT BEEN OWNED BY THE BRITS. 


BUT NOW WE STAND PROUD; 

ONE COUNTRY UNITED! 

WE RAISE 00R VOICES IN THANKS. 
WELL ANYWAY. IF WE DIDN'T 
WET? ALL BE RUN OVER BY TANKS. 


FORGET ABOUT FREEDOM OF SPEECH 
ANDELfenONI. 

THEY’RE FOREIGN AS THE EASTER BUNNY. 
THE FUTURE IS BRIGHT 
IF WE DO AS WK. T0U>: 




"UTS SHUT UfAHS All mUSMOHB/T 
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QD 00 m 


NO ONE WOULD BE HERE, — 
WFP BE BACX1N CHINA * 
KNEE-DEEF IN BUFFALO SHIT. 


Hnxo t Twee. Wtr'cirfloaKW*' 
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Hong Kong's civil servants 
tend to view life under Chinese 
sovereignty with a certain 
apprehension, and none more 
so than Lily Wong, writes 
Teresa Poole. 

What does the future now 
hold’.' In the first instance, a de- 
cent holiday to recover from all 
those fireworks. Lily's the son 
of girl who likes the idea of 
lounging around on the beach 
on Australia's Gold Coast, says 
her creator. Lany Feign. 

As readers of The Indepen- 
dent know. Lily was rescued 
from premature retirement 


when this newspaper decided 
she was the right person ro 
guide us through the final 100 
days of British rule in Hong 
Kong. The cartoon strip - The 
World of Lily Wong - has 
appeared daily. 

Lilv became persona non 
grata in the territory in May 
1995, when the South China 
Morning Post abruptly can- 
celled Mr Feign’s contract, pri- 
or to publication of a strip 
which dealt with the use of ex- 
ecuted Chinese prisoners for 
organ transplants. 

Mr Feign, 41, yesterday said 






he had been de lighted at the 
100-day reprieve. “It has been 
a chance to finish the story. I 
feel a great sense of comple- 
tion, not least because she had 


become such a real person.” 
Since lies were severed by the 
South China Morning Post. Mr 
Feign has found it impossible 
to get work in Hong Kong. “I've 
been blacklisted, I can! even 
find work doing fllusirations for 
a company brochure." he said 

So Mr Feign, and his Hong 
Kong wife and baby, intend to 
leave - like Lily Wong - but to 
where, who knows? 

While the Lily Wong scries 
for 77je* Independent ends this 
morning, she can still to 
reached through her web-page: 
m-H'.asiaonltne.netflUywohg 
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Be brave, Chancellor: let's have a radical Budget 


S o^fc Labour going to have to 
offend people at last? Tbmorrow’s 
Budget wUl bring winners and 
losers. Conventional wisdom holds that 
the Chancellor cannot help but burst 
the Blair bubble, puncturing die unreal- 
ity of a two-month-old administration 
that has pleased rich and poor, left and 
right, cynical and gullible alike. Do not 
be so sure. The Government has raised 
the art of massaging expectations to a 
higher, unfamiliar plane, and there is no 
reason why “Flash” Gordon should not 

0 make a presentation that will surprise 
M and gratify most people. The weekend 

trailing of the abolition of mortgage tax 
relief was particularly impressive: for 
suspicious minds it suggests that Lab- 
our's sultans of spin are on a missi on to 
misinform, and that the plan is for Mr 
Brown to announce the survival of the 
tax subsidy, to a chorus of grateful 
approval from Middle England. On the 
other hand, the case for abolition is 
overwhelming; perhaps he will simply 
speed up its staged withdrawal, damp- 
ing house prices without immediately 
taking £6 a week from home-owners. 

Speculation, of course, is futile. So let 
us try to stick to the big picture, and 
keep the hype at bay. This Budget mat- 
ters terribly: there ought to be butter- 
flies in Mr Brown’s stomach as he rises 
ffi to the Dispatch Box. He knows how 
important it is for the Blair-Brown pro- 
i ject that he gets it right After this Bud- 
get, the Government will have lost its 


innocence. Possibilities that were open 
will have dosed. 

What matters as much as the specific 
measures are the signals that the' Bud- 
get sends about Labour’s values and pri- 
orities. Economic behaviour mil be 
changed not just by direct financial 
incentives, but by a knowledge of the 
direction of public polity. In 1979, 
Geoffrey Howe not only encouraged 
trade and travel by abolishing exchange 
controls; he also conveyed a sense of the 
government’s determination to adhere 
to its philosophy of economic liberalism. 

Whether or not Mr Brown’s Budget 
makes a similar bang, it is bound to 
make the Government's direction 
dearer. Some of Mr Brown's priori ties 
are those of any chancellor. Investment 
Jobs. Low inflation. Winning the next 
election. To a large extent, these rein- 
force each other, and their relative 
weight is a matter of pragmatic judge- 
ment But there are other, more con- 
tentious priorities, each of which could 
end up being recorded by history as the 
distinctive feature of this Budget 

The original purpose of an early 
mini-Budget was always to levy tax on 
the windfall profits of privatised utilities, 
so the welfare-towork scheme for which 
this is to pay has been elevated to the 
status of Labour’s Big Idea But it is an 
unsatisfactory one, as it is clear neither 
what precisely the idea is, nor how big 
it may be. The fuzziest edge around wel- 
fare-to-work is the interface with lone 
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parents. While a dwindling number of 
the young unemployed are to be offered 
training and work schemes, along with 
some older, long-term unemployed, the 
Chancellor has shown relatively little 
interest in one million lone mothers. 
The trouble is, few of them can earn 
enough both to cut their dependence on 
benefits and to pay for child care. And 
spending all that money as a one-off to 
employ 250, (XX) young people may lead 
Labour down a cul-de-sac surely it 
would be better to use the windfall levy 
for a single leap in educational standards 
for the least able 14-19-year-olds? 

The windfalVwelfare idea looks a 


little faded now that Labour is in 
power. It has also become confused by 
Mr Brown’s attempt to' frighten us 
with an official report confirming a 
“black hole” in. the public finances, 
thereby raising the whole question of 
whether or not taxes should be raised. 
Let us hope this is part of the pre-match 
spin too; a CSty-led fever that will soon 
subside. Gavyn Davies, columnist for 
The Independent and an adviser to the 
Chancellor, has argued convincingly in 
these pages that government borrowing 
will come down faster than predicted. 

Meanwhile, the Budget has also been 
loaded with the luggage of “fairness”. 


it is in the name of tins euphemism for 
“eq uality 1 * that Mr Brown will announce 
a cut in VAT on home gas and electricity 

from 8 per cent to 5 per cent But as this 

will provide the most benefit to those 
who use most energy - that is, the bet- 
ter off - he will have to do something 
else to keep that baggage on board- It 
is im po r t an t that he does so, because 
the privatised utility bosses have a 
limited shelf-life as scapegoats. 

The cur in VAT also contradicts 
another priority (rather more recent), 
that of greening the planet For some- 
one wbocameto power expliritfy.not 
promising the Earth, Tony Blair last 
week sounded suspiciously as if he 
were planning to rescue rt But that 
Earth Summit speech, and the soao 
voce rumblings about green tares from 
the Chancellor, will be empty without 
real goads. Merely taxing fuel is not the 
answer; petrol is already heavily taxed. 
Instead we should find ways to encour- 
age people to buy cars that use less of 
- it, and make it convenient and cheap for 
them to use other kinds of transport. 

. Real radicalism finding new 
forms -erf persuasion, new ways of 
approaching tax (by, for example, sig- 
nalling an intention to unify the tax and 
benefits system). It means ditching 
anything hinting at makeworkery, to 
concentrate on radical reform of the 
education system, property funded. It 
means challenging the NHS to devise 
new ways of organising itself more effi- 


ciently, and making judgements about 
which trea tments it. can afford, and 
when. It means breaking down the “us 
and them” mentality in private and pub- 
lic enterprise (yes, it is still there, even 

after all these years). And all this needs 

to happen while keep ing firmly in place 
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of sustained growth in Britain. That, 
Gordon, is what radical means now. 


A man of failure? 
No fear 


"yesterday we reported that men 
X would achieve more if they didn't 
suffer from a fear of failing. Through 
anxiety- about not achieving, they shy 
from making. the attempt Men tend to 
think they are perceived as childish when 
they express emotion, when in fact they 
are ch&lish when they do not. Chris Pat- 
ten does not belong to this group. He 
took on a job that had failure written 
into the oontract, in the sense that be had 
to surrender his task at the end, know- 
ing ha work would be mostly unstitched. 
But his achievement is considerable. He 
held to his principles of honesty, open- 
ness, liberty and decision. And he had 
the grace to weep on parting, which 
(since they understand what they feel) 
is what grown-up people do. 


Death in cell: 
officials had 
been warned 


M 


Sin It gives me no satisfaction to 
write, following the inquest into the 
1 1 tragic and unnecessary death in his 
cell at Brentford magistrates' con rt 
of Peter Austin on 29 January, to say 
that 1 had warned the Prison Service 
of concerns about the care of 
prisoners while in the custody of 
Securicor Custodial Services 
(“Securicor staff suspended for 
death in their care", 26 June). 

In June 1994, 1 was among 40 
people appointed to a panel of lay 
observers to courts in the London 
area under s^l(b) of the Criminal 
Justice Act 1991. It quickly became 
apparent that lay observers were to 
be no more than Home Office 
stooges, with no recognition of their 
statutory role. After seeking to 
influence change from withm. but 
without success, I resigned in 
disgust in March 1996. 1 regretted 
doing so as the work of lay observers 
is potentially extremely important, 
but 1 left in the knowledge that 
some truly excellent fellow 
members remained cm the panel - 
although many of the original 40 
had also resigned by that time, some 
for similar reasons. 

The statutory duty imposed on 
lay observers is io “inspect the 
conditions in which prisoners arc 
transported or held in pursuance of 
the regulations and to make 
recommendations to the Secretary 
of State". Almost from the outset, as 
lay observers we were limited in 
what we were permitted to 
comment or report on; matters 
relating to Securicor staff or the 
physical conditions in which 
prisoners were held, we were told, 
were beyond our remit, thereby 
rendering us virtually impotent. The 
two annual reports produced far the 

S ind, written by the chairman,' 
iled to draw attention to 
important concerns expressed by 
panel members. 

It appeared Home Office officials 
worked in fear of incurring the 
displeasure of the Home Secretary. 
His wrath knew no bounds, and they 
did not want to report or draw 
attention to matters that might 
rouse him. It was maintained that 
. t comments about Securicor staff 
were “contractual'*, and therefore 
“commercially confidential" and 
solely between the Home Office 
and Securicor. 

Many of the custody areas in the 
courts were inadequate, frequently 
squalid and dirty and lacking in 
basic facilities. The fact that the 
Lord Chancellor s Department 
needed to find a considerable sum 
to bring them up to a reasonable 
standard was not something the 
panel's monitor, a Home Office 
official wished to report. 

Before and after my resignation I 
had meetings with and wrote to 
Prison Service officials about my 
concerns. So far as I know my 
~ expressions of concern have not 
been acted on. 

The present Home Secretary 
would be well advised tacall for the 
papers and review the operation of 
the monitoring and lay observer 
arrangements for the prisoner 
escort contracts. The London 
scheme was complacent, weak and 
flawed and this situation is probably 
reported elsewhere in the country. 

It is in need of thorough overhaul. It 
is our duty to ensure that the lessons 
are learnt from Mr Austin's death. 
NICHOLAS LONG 
London SW4 


- LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 



Sin As those representing the family 
of Peter Austin, we write to express 
some of the concerns his death has 
highlighted. 


During the seven-day inquest 
there were no fewer than seven legal 
teams representing Securicor (the 
company), Securicor (the 
employees), the Commissioner of 
Police for the Metropolis, the Police 
Federation (representing the 
individual police officers), the police 
doctor, the local authority and the 
Home Office. These were well 
resourced out of public or corporate 
funds. The family of Peter Austin, 
on the other hand, had to rely on 
voluntary help as legal aid is nor 
available for inquests. 

We discovered during the inquest 
that the Home Office had already 
had an internal inquiry and that 
none of the documenis from this, or 
ils conclusion, were to be made 
available la the family, the coroner 
or the jury. Other documenis in the 
possession of the police were only 
disclosed during the inquest there 
being no advance disclosure to the 
family. 

Although the Home Office is 
obliged by statute to monitor and 
review the prisoner escort 
arrangements, wc were shocked to 
see that the barrister representing 
the Home Office made no inquiry 
into the conduct or the seven 
Securicor officers who gave 
evidence. It was only through 
questions from the family's barrister 
that the gross inadequacies of 
training and care in this case were 
brought into the public domain. 

It is imperative that the 
Government look into the issue of 
private security firms and their care 
of detained persons. The jury's 
verdict and the public interest 
demand this. 

DEBORAH COLES 
Codinaor, Inquest 
SADIQKHAN 
Christian Fisher solicitors 
Ltind<m S4 


Clinton ducks 
climate issue 


Sir I applaud John Gummer’s 
criticism (article, 28 June) of 
President Clinton's Earth Summit 
speech while bemoaning Michael 
Mcachef s conciliatoiy noises 
about the “positive" lone of the 
speech. By not setting targets for 
reductions in greenhouse gases. 
Clinton is signalling that he is 
beholden to American “business as 
usual” consortia such as the Global 
Climate Coalition, which includes 
oil companies. 

Although the insurance industry 
is now raising premiums because of 
the greater risk of extreme events 
related to climate change, 
businesses represented by the GCC 
and similar consortia are resisting 
the need to modify their 


operations. Short-term profit 


considerations overrule long-term 
concerns for the planet. 

Clinton is also failing miserably 
in calling upon scientists to devise 
new technologies to cope with 
pollution and climate change: a 
classic case of treating the 
symptoms while ignoring the 
underlying disease. By all means, 
let us properly fund scientific 
research into the climate system, 
but at the same time we should 
reduce our ecological footprint on 
the only world we have. 

Dr DAVID CROMWELL 
Southampton Green Party 


countries have not faced up to the 
problem of carbon-dioxide 
emissions. This is no doubt 
something that wealthy countries 
will have to do. In the meantime 
there is a simple and painless way 
to help reduce the consumption of 
fossil fuels. Reduce central heating. 

How many of us wear summer 
clothes indoors in winter or heat 
the whole house even when some 
rooms are not in use? Offices are so 
warm that shirt-sleeves are worn in 
winter. Often when wc go into a 
shop, dressed for outside winter, 
we are engulfed by another climate 
zone. If offices, shops and homes 
all reduced heating even by one 
degree we would help to slow down 
the greenhouse effect 
JEAN ARMSTRONG 
Ciun, Shropshire 


an electric immersion heater as the 
main source. 

Dr TIM DENNIS 
Birch, Essex 


Sin I think Ani Harris could 


already “give back” surplus 
; soia 


Sin There has been 
disappointment expressed at the 
conference in Denver that 


electricity from roof solar panels 
(letter, 23 June). Ensure the local 
and grid supplies are synchronised 
m frequency and phase, then 
provided your generation voltage is 
a bit higher than theirs, after 
connecting together the energy 
flow will be reversed, and the meter 
will run backwards. 

However, I’m sure the suppliers 
would be vety unhap py about any 
kind of amateur installation, given 
the obvious need to meet stringent 
safety requirements that would 
protect both your correspondent's 
system and the National Gridl 

A much better, cheaper and 
simpler use of solar power is to 
supplement the domestic hot water 
supply, more especially if this uses 


Sin “As I drove to work at the 
United Nations this morning ...” 
writes Mr Rusling from the Palais 
des Nations in Geneva (letter, 28 
June). Meanwhile in New York a 
special session of his organisation’s 
General Assembly was disnusang 
the need for us all to adopt more 
sustainable lifestyles. Is there no 
public transport in Geneva? 

ALEX GALLOWAY 
London SE6 


Britain’s digital 
TV victory 


Sir Polly Toynbee asks “Who really 
won the battle?" for the future of 
digital broadcasting (25 June). The 
answer is that Britain won. 

Of course she is right to show 
concern at the possible increased 
powers of BSkyB, but that is best 
answered by protecting the BBC 
and is, in this argument, a side- 
show. The awarding of the franchise 
to British Digital Broadcasting win 
bring about investment by British 
companies and will createBritish 
jobs. Most estimates say that £300m 
will be invested creating up to 
125,000 jobs. 

Broadcasting is one of our major 
industrial sectors and is one area at 
least where we “lead the world”. 
Indeed a major concern is that our 
universities and colleges will not be 
able to provide sufficient qualified 
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people and a 

now needs to be addressed. 

It is worth noting in all the 
hullabaloo tbat if this had been an 
American franchise, the British bid 
would have been disallowed. As it 
is, the Americans had a fair crack 
of the whip, and lost 
PHILWOOLASMP 
Oldham East and Saddleworth 
(Lab) 

House of Commons 
LondonSWl 


Dangerous game 

Sir I was bemused by George 


Howarth’s statement (Letters, 28 
Ecstasy tablet 


June) that “taking an 
is like playing Russian roulette”. 
Little could be farther from the 
truth. 

The chance of dying in Russian 
roulette is eaaly estimated at around 
one in six. The equivalent figure for 
taking an Ecstasy tablet is larder to 
obtain, but using reasonable 
estimates for the number of tablets 

consumed each year m the UK. (say, 

25 milliqn) and the number of 
deaths each year (about six) an 
estimate of one in 4 million cannot 
be too for from the troth. Most of us 
regularly engage in leisure activities 
for more risky than this. 
JONATHAN JONES 
Oxford 


Play back 

Sir: The answer to Stephen 
Harvey’s irritation with music on 
the phone (letter, 30 June) is to 
wait to be connected and then to 
send back music,or noise, of his 
own choice. . 

JOHN RATCLEFFE . _ . 
Monks Eleigh, Suffolk 


gnr 


Churches in a 
secular society 


Sir Paul Handley is right to take 
issue with Fr Harper over the 
benefits of church-swapping (Faith 
& Reason, 28 June), but for more 
important reasons than those he 
states. What denominational 
vacillation obscures is the overall 
decline of religion in modem 
industrialised societies, which is 
now reaching critical proportions 
and seems irreversible. 

This process of secularisation 
has been accelerating for the last 
200 years, but more noticeably over 
recent decades. Various defensive 
strategies like ecumenical huddling 
have proved ineffective and the 
glowing proliferation of sects and 
cults does not alter the overall 
picture of numerical decline. There 
now seems little doubt that the 
situation which we now have to face 
is of survival in a post-religious 
society. 

It is difficult for religiously 
inclined people to acknowledge 
this reality and its acceptance can 
be deflected by a variety of events, 
for example by the influx of 
immigrant groups for whom 
religion has always been an 
important attribute of ethnicity. 
Interestingly, the mantle of 
religious zealotry which was once 
borne by Catholic migrants is now 
being taken up by Muslims: but the 
pattern is always the same -after 
three generations it has become so 
threadbare as to be cast aside by all 

but a minority of increasingly 
eccentric or apocalyptic groups, 
fighting futile rearguard actions, as 
in the London emv . 

Rather than expend vast 
amounts of energy on swimming 
against the tide it would be more 
beneficial to chart new spiritual 
seas, like the prophets of Israel, 
which will enable us to address the 
needs of a new kind of pluralist 
society. What is needed is a 
commitment to ethical rationalisra 
which recognises common need 
and civic justice leadi ng to a 
transcendent humanism. The 
alternative of swapping 
denominations, like changing 
cabins on the Titanic , won’t address 


the underlying issues, however 
itmakesv 


good it makes you feel. 
Fr DOMINIC FORKHAM 
Manchester 


Pirate CDs 


Sin I can well understand the 
record industry's concern that 
Philips' new mass-market CD 
recorder may promote CD piracy 
(report, 26 June). The price of an 
album has more than doubted in 
the last 10 years, well above the 
rate of inflation. 

Even as the cost of CD 
production decreases, the margin 
between royalties to the musician 
and the overall price of a CD 
continues to widen- Somebody, 
somewhere between the musician 
and the consumer, is getting 
greedier and greedier. Perhaps the 
incentive to pirate CDs would be 
less if this greed could be 
controlled. 

TOM HEIGHTMAN 
Salisbury 


Forgotten corner 

Sin “Nemesis of the golden boy 
who cut too many corners” (21 
June). Can anyone enlighten me as 
to the origin of the phrase “to cut 
corners"? Does it relate to tennis, 
or “square-bashing"? My search in 
dictionaries and Brewer's Phrase 
and Fable throws no light. 

ANN HALES 
Cambridge 
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Thirty years ago, 
homosexuality could put you 
in jail. Rupert Cornwell 
looks at the taboos of the 
times and the courage of 
the campaigners who 
changed the law 


T he grainy pictures may be re- 
enactments. but their power 
to shame is no less for thaL 
Seedy public lavatories, the 
swift eye contact and even 
swifter understanding, the hurried 
encounter in the cubicle, interrupted by 
policemen in pairs hunting their quarry, 
as terrifying as Nazi storm-troopers in 
a wartime ghetto. Was this really the 
Britain of little more than 30 years ago, 
when London swung, everyone was 
having a good time, and a bobby's 
proper task was to keep the Beaties 
from being tom apart by their fans? 

Sadly, and today scarcely believably, 
for one" British minority it was. Until the 
House of Commons finally passed the 
1967 Sexual Offences Act. 30 years ago 
this week, legalising consensual sex in 
private for men over 21. homosexual- 
ity was a crime, and its practitioners 
were persecuted with the righteous 
ferocity of the mediaeval church root- 
ing out heretics. By the mid-Fifdes. 
1.000 men annually were being jailed, 
in one Birmingham case 2$ of them for 
IS months apiece, all on the strength of 
the entries in one man's diary. Some 
country. Some ghetto, lo end this it 
took two brave parliamentarians. Leo 
Abse in the Commons and Lord Arran 
in the upper House, and - to borrow the 
title of a fascinating Channel 4 docu- 
mentary to be broadcast this Thursday 
- the passage of a Bill called William. 

Arran was a certified eccentric who 
claimed just two interests in life, “to stop 
people buggering badgers, and to stop 


people badgering buggers". No gay 
himself, he was in truth considerably 


fonder of badgers than of buggers, and 
to spare himself discomfort referred to 


to spare himself discomfort referred to 
his charge as “William". Abse. the 
Bill's sponsor in the Commons, was 
famous for his flamboyant suits. More 
pertinently, he was a legislator of rare 
conscience, tenacity and skill. For both, 
the task was the same, to persuade their 
colleagues to think about the unthink- 
able. and speak about the unspeakable. 


The consequence was arguably the 
most surreal debate ever conducted bv 


most surreal debate ever conducted bv 
the mother of Parliaments. 

“They managed to talk as if they'd 
never met anyone like that," Maudie 
Litilchampton famously observed in an 
Osben Lancaster cartoon - a line surely 
provoked by the spectacle of Viscount 
Montgomery' asserting that, of the mil- 
lions of men under his command in the 
War. not one would ever have “got up 
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A Bill that dared 


not speak its name 


to that son of thing". In the Commons, 
right-wing Tory MPs assailed a “bug- 
gers' charter" designed to protect 


“pimps, pansies and queers". 
But for gay MPs in pa 


But for gay MPs in particular. 
Wiliam was” an excruciating ordeal. 
There were a few exceptions, such as the 
brilliant and reckless Tom Driberg. 
Abse remembers the “great courage" of 
his colleague. “While all this was going 
on. he was a member of the NEC and 
at one point national chairman of the 
Labour Party. But he kept aiming to me 
asking if he could help, and each time 
spoke in favour of the Bill." But most 
were, understandably, less heroic. “Sev- 
eral homosexual MPs ostentatiously 
voted against me. They were bachelors, 
they were vulnerable, they were afraid 
- and you could see it in their eyes." 


In this era of Gay Liberation, such 
backsliding would guarantee instant 
outing. Back then, however, Wiliam's 
success was anything but guaranteed: in 
the event it survived a third-reading fil- 
ibuster attempt by a single vote after an 


all-night sitting. Had it failed, homo- 
sexuality would have remained a crime. 




sexuality would have remained a crime. 
Heterosexual supporters of the measure 
were taking a risk, too - even Abse him- 
self. In his Welsh mining constituency 
, where values were old-fashioned and 
religion ran deep, gay sex was anath- 
ema. “I think I was able lo ride the 
storm because they were too ashamed 
to talk about it." 

To keep his fragile craft afloat. Abse 
had to accept an amendment defining 
privacy as two adults and no more ( thus 
averting a dreaded plague of “buggers' 
clubs"). Many of his arguments, he 
admits now. were "absolute crap", 
couched in such terms as saving “faulty 
males - from themselves. But at the third 
attempt, almost a decade after the 
1957 Wolfenden report first urged that 
homosexuality' be decriminalised, a Bill 
was passed. Admittedly it was imperfect, 
and most gays would prefer to stay in 
the closet. But no longer did prison 
automatically beckon, or the unanswer- 
able gauging of a blackmailer. 

In his lurid autobiography Ruling 
Passions, which is studded with cameo 
accounts of his own hasty, illicit coup- 
lings, Driberg makes but one. melan- 
choly. reference to the measure. "The 
passing of the sexual offences act. wel- 
come (hough it was, really made no dif- 


ference to Lhe problems of the lonely 
and the promiscuous” (in other words, 
himself)- For them, the best solution 
would be licensed male brothels, “run 
by respectable persons, with charges 
strictly controlled ... such as I have occa- 
sionally patronised in New York and San 
Francisco". Or, he might have added, 
the underground urinal in central 
Moscow, whose merits Driberg once 
pointed out to the exiled Guy Burgess. 


to be wrong, a proportion basically 
unchanged for 15 years. 


"ndeed, one unarguable beneficiary 
of William has been the security of 
.the realm. Given the climate of the 


JLthe realm. Given the climate of the 
rime, small wonder so many British spies 
earlier this century were homosexual. 
John Vhssall, of course, was a straight- 
forward blackmail victim - but for oth- 
ers, such as Guy Burgess, Anthony 
Blunt and Donald Maclean, dissimul- 
ation and subterfuge were seamless. If 
one is forced by society into a secret sex- 
ual existence, then how much easier to 
embrace an equally' secret political loy- 
alty? The second oldest profession still 
flourishes, but rarely these days for rea- 
sons of sexual orientation. 

For the rest, however, the legal 
follow-through has been meagre. In 
1 994 the age of consent for homosexuals 
was lowered from 21 to 18. But despite 
an ever noisier, more confident gay cul- 
ture. the practising homosexual remains 
suspect. There may be gay MPs. gay 
ministers and mainstream gay chic, but 
according to the latest British Social 
Attitudes survey, almost two-thirds of 
the population believe homosexual sex 


unchanged for 15 years. 

Then there is Britain's quite peculiar 
attitude to sex. a strange, tabloid-driven 
cocktail of prurience and puritanism that 
leaves the rest of the world in uncom- 
prehending- mirth, as it lurches from 
puerile tftfllarion to supercharged moral 
outrage at “sex monsters on the loose" 
- as often as noL homosexuals. Hence, 
according to Antony Grey, leader of the 
lobby for reform in the Fifties and Six- 
ties and now elder statesman of Britain's 
gay community, a piecemeal inconsis- 
tent approach by successive govern- 
ments “The public debate is more open, 
but there's an awful lot to be done. In 
many ways, the Sixties were a better rime 
than today. The drug culture was in its 
infancy: the atmosphere was gentler 
and more idealistic." 

But at least William still commands 
the support of the public, however unen- 
thusiasric. A majority of the population 
would love to bring back capital pun- 
ishment, and a substantial minority 
would outlaw abortion. But apart from 
pathological queer-bashers, no one seri- 
ously believes homosexuality between 
consenting adults should once again be 
deemed a crime. And the moment for 
another reformist push may be ripe. 

Labour is back in power, its ranks 
filled with young and idealistic MPs. just 
as three decades ago. True, crusading 
independent backbenchers such as Leo 
Abse are a breed dose to extinction, and 
the extent of Mr Blair’s reformist zeal 
may be doubted - certainly, he wfiJ not 


U ltimately, however, not only laws 
but attitudes must change. 
“What we really need.” says 
Grey, who led the Homosexual Law 
Reform Society, which pressed the 
1967 Bill, "is proper education about 
sexual minorities, that homosexuals 
are not a threat. Being gay is still 
treated as freakish and exotic.' often as 
an object of ridicule. Young people who 
discover they are gay still have a terrible 
fear of isolation and rejection by fam- 
ily and friends if they come out. It can 
still cost you your job. That’s why I was 
disappointed' William Hague said that 
if he were homosexual he wouldn't have 
stood for the lory leadership. It was a 
pity he felt obliged to say thaL 
“The fact is. most gays are still in the 
doset. We’re the only minority without 
visible natural leaders, without our vis- 
ible equivalent of a grand rabbi. In the 
homosexual community the leaders are 
tbe strident ones, people with nothing 
to lose.” Such views have earned him 
the scorn of modem, in-your-face act- 
ivists as a trimmer, even an Unde Tom: 
But Grey is unrepentant “They don't 
understand what it was [flee in the Six- 
ties. You couldn't have shouted and 
waved banners back then. It would have 


been utterly counter-productive.' 
Today of course, banners and 


Today of course, banners and pub- 
licity are the weapons of choice to com- 
plete William's unfinished business. 


plete William s unfinished business. 
Thirty years ago, StonewalTs members 
might have been “cottaging" slinking 


might have been “cottaging", slinking 
around public urinals in the hope of a 
furtive encounter. Last week they were 
in front of the TV cameras at a smart 
London restaurant to unveil an action 
programme called “Equality 2000", 
demanding equal treatment in the 
workplace and for tax. pension and 
immigration purposes, as well as an end 
to discriminatory application of the 
existing gross indecency law. 

The word that truly defines this 
vision is “normality”. After a life of 
almost 70 years. 37 of them spent with 
his current partner. Grey still yearns for 
it: “There should- be no need for any- 
one to deny his sexuality: being gay 
should be no big talking-point, and no 
one's business.” For Leo Abse. the 
quest was always easier. On the July 
dawn when the Bill was finally passed, 
“I went home, and my wife took me in 
her arms. And at that moment I realised 
that all of politics is insignificant. com- 
pared to deep personal relationships 
between human beings." What better 
definition of normality could there be? 
Bul three decades alter William, gays 
still cannot claim it as their own. 


A Bill Called William ' will be broadcast 
on Thursday on Channel 4, at 9pm. 
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Who’s who in the quest for Ernest Draggle 

id I ever idl you dratted staff." said old Hugh 
I Jibe story of my Ingot-Jones, or we’ll be here 
JL/ father scolleciion all night." 
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id I ever idl you 
I lihe story of my 
JlS father’scoUeciion 
of signed first editions?" said 
Lord Call way. as we sat 
yawning in the club one 
nighL 

Wc all sat back, as if 
encouraging him to tell it. 

“It look him years and 
years to amass the collection, 
and yet there were only a 
dozen or so books in it." 

“Not many for a 
collection." said Major 
Garforth. 

“No. indeed,” said Lord 
Callway. “That is because it 
look him most of Lhat 30 
years just to get one book 
signed. You see. he started 
off with an AJdous Huxley 
book signed by the author, 
and another by Compton 
Mackenzie, and another by 
Ernest Draggle ..." 

“Who on earth was Ernest 
Draggle?" said Major 
Gartonh. 

■'Exactly what my father 
said." said Lord Callway. 

“He asked me and I didn't 
know, and he asked ray 
mother and she said she 
didn't know, and he asked 
the gardener and he didn't 
know, and he asked the 
housekeeper ..." 

“Don’t go round the whole 


dratted staff." said old Hugh 
Ingot-Jones, or well be here 
all night." 

“And the housekeeper 
said." went on Lord Callway. 
ignoring interruptions, as was 
his wonL “that it would save 
everyone a lot of time if he 
looked it up in Kim's Who. 
Mv father saw- the sense of 


this, and got down his copy 
of Who's Who 1954. which 


of Who's Who 1954. which 
was the year this happened, 
and as he was browsing 
through iu it suddenly 
occurred to him how nice it 
would be to have a signed 
copy of Who's Who." 

“How could you have a 
signed copy oiWho's Whol ” 

I said. “There must be 
dozens of authors. You could 
never track them all down." 

“Ah, that’s just the point!” 
said Lord Callway. “You 
know exactly who the 
auLhors are because every 
entTy in Who's Who is written 
by the subject himself or 
herself. So what my father 
set out to do was get every 
entry in that edition of Who s 
Who signed by the person 
involved. Now, he couldn’t 
get people just to send him 
their signature, because the 
book itself had to be signed. 
He had to take the book 
physically to all the 



Miles . 
Kington 


thousands of people 
mentioned. It was quite easy 
to begin with, because he 
knew a lot of them 
personally and was related to 
quite a lot of others, so 
pretty soon he had several 
hundred signatures. 

"But he had a narrow 
escape with one of them, his 
unde, Lord PastrelL who was 
rather ill and could only just 
sign, his name - indeed. Lord 
PastreU died a year later in a 
hunting accident." 

“Fell from his horse?" 
inquired Garforth. 

“What? Oh, no - he was 
savaged by a fox one day 
when ihev were short of 


foxhounds. Anyway, this 
alerted my fattier to the fact 
that be ought to collect the 
signatures of the old and 
infirm first in case they died 
off. So he worked down from 
the oldest, and by a stroke of 
luck found them all alive and 
kicking. Of course, a lot of 
the distinguished johnnies in 
Who’s Who are foreign - 
professors of dentistry in Sri 
Lanka, politicians in 
Paraguay, that sort of thing - 
so he took a year off 
travelling round the world, 
staying with all his 
ambassador friends. Some of 
the politicians had been put 
behind bars by the time he 
got there, and my father and 
his book became quite a 
familiar sight in the top 
prisons of the world. 

"Anyway, to cut a long 
story short, he counted up 
his signatures one day and 
found he had got every one 
in the book, except one 
entry. And guess who that 
missing entry was?" 

We all gave up. 

“Ernest Draggle! Ernest 
Draggle, the very author who 
had started the whole thing 
in lhe first place. Draggle's 
publishers said that it was a 
pseudonym for an author 
who wanted to keep his 


identity secret, as he had 
penned rather a racy series 
of novels, so they couldn’t 
possibly reveal who it was. 
My father was not to be 
thwarted and put a private 
detective on the hunt. It took 
tbe sleuth four months to 
discover who it was. And 
guess who it was?" 

We hazarded guesses. 
De nnis Wheatley? Barbara 
Cartland? James Hadley 
Chase? Winston Churchill? 

“No, none of those. It was 
my mother! AD those years 
Lady Callway bad been 
writing near-the-knuckle 
novels and he bad never 
known! She owned up. but 
she refused to sign his Who's 
Who. She said that Ernest 
was a very private person 
who would never agree lo 
such a thing. Heartbroken at 
being so dose to a complete 
signal copy of Who's Who, 
my father went into a decline 
from which he never 
recovered." 

Lord Callway slid into a 
peaceful slumber to signify 
that his tale was now over. A 
few days later 1 bumped into 
his younger brother. Sir 
Dudley Hardstaff, and asked 
him to verify the stoiy, but _ 
be said that there was not a 
word of truth in it. 


Changing times: from the lad den 
homosexuality of old to the 
openness of last weekend's New 
York Gay Pride parade AP/Todd Pint 


the begi 


want to repeat Bill Clinton’s 1993 fiasco 
over gays m tbe US military. Even so. a 
promised free vote should bring a major- 
ity in favour of lowering the homosex- 
ual age of consent to 16, aligning it with 
the law for heterosexuals. If parliament- 
ary time is granted, repeal of “Section 
28", the infamous 1988 provision barring 
local authorities from ‘‘promoting’’ 
homosexuality, looks another sure bet. 
“Anything we can get to a vote, we'll 
win/ 1 is tbe bubbling prediction of 
Angela Mason, director of the gay and 
lesbian pressure group Stonewall. 

.And should Westminster fail, there's 
always Strasbourg. Europhobes and 
homophobes alike will shudder, but 
three separate cases currently before 
die European Court of Justice may 
prove decisive in the gay lobby's cam- 
paign to reduce the age of consent, 
protect against discrimination in the 
workplace, and end the ban on homo- 
sexuals in the aimed forces. 
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• It- tjh: 


the commentators 


The end of Empire, 
the beginning of 
modern Britain 


i 


I t is fatuous for journalists and 
even historians to attempt a 
final audit on the British 
Empire. A profit and loss 
account on two centuries’ worth 
qf so many million lives, and 
wars, technological advances and 
political subjection is beyond 
mortal scope. Ten thousand wise 
historians, with a million 
researchers, in the world's biggest 
library and with the world's 
fastest computer, would not be 
enough. 

” What we know is that the 
British Empire has been one of 
the dominant forces of the mod- - ■ 

era world, changing more lives AnflrfiW 

than fascism, Soviet Commu- Mnrr 

nism or the revival of Islam. 

Inventors from Lancashire and 

Scotland, and the thinking of TVio cxrmV»nEa 
Adam Smith, Wesley, and the lU-UUlo 

aristocratic revolutionaries of _.p 

168S, have had a bigger influ- 01 OUT 

ence on today's world than , 

Marx. departure 

. One cannot begin to specu- r 

late about what sort of places frOITl HOTlff 
India. Africa, Australia, North ® 

America or many other TCnTlO" 

stretches of the world would be 

had there been no Imperial innlndp fVlP 
Britain. As for the "mother UluUUo LIlc 

country”, with its global lan- i v •» 

guage, its many races, its awk- DoCKWaiQ 

ward Euro-scepticism and its 1 l a 

sprawling, now-declining impe- lOOKlBS? 

nal cities, Britain itself seems t ° 

still half-stunned by the experi- XlIIDGIT3l 

encc of so quickly gaining and A ' r 
then losing the empire. incitmio 

This has, in short, been one UlolglUdj 

heck of a happening -what Ian Lil+a omrl 
Jack has described recently as, IVULo dliu. 

“a grand, endlessly interesting ^ 

1 thing to have happened to a VjrUrKil3,S 
small and unlikely country’". 

And what about us. the chil- 
dren and grandchildren of the 
unlikely ones? Where are we left now the 
whole thing has finished? Is it a scattering of 
boarded-up Mafeking Streets, and a useful 
base -camp for Microsoft and that’s it? Will the 
Scots and the English still rub along under one 
national- flag? 

The answers are no. and yes, respectively, 

(hough some think, and have always thought, 
that the end of Empire means the end of Great 
Britain - that the two were the same. The 


archetypal Imperialist politician, Joseph Cham- reformed democracy, with a Bill of 
herlain. spoke for millions when he said early an adult relationship to its Europea 
on in the century, that the identity of England More of the unapologeticaDy ethica 


on in the century, that the identity of England 
(sfe) had become identical to lhat of the 
Empire: “England without an empire! Can you 
conceive it? England in lhat case would not be 
the England we love ... It would no longer be 
a power, if not supreme, at all events of the 
greatest influence, generally well-exercised on 
the civilisation ana the peace of the world It 
would be a fifth-rate nation ...” 

' We have been getting used to losing that role 
and slipping down the ratings for half a cen- 
tury. Though we have not broken up, loss and 
nostalgia have become central to state-occasion 
Britain. It was entirely natural, of course, that 
they dominated yesterday's emotion-sodden 
farewell to Hong Kong. But loss .and nostalgia 
can be found in endless ways, large and small, 
in the Beaten Retreats, tattoos, commemora- 
tive services, honours lists. Queen’s broadcasts 
and so on that surround national politics. 

I was of the last generation to learn Impe- 
rial bistory of the old school - Give. Nelson, 
Churchill - and grew up with a hazy fake mem- 
ory, learned from family photos, of Another 
Britain, a lost place of pith helmets, firm jaw- 
lines. crisp naval uniforms. And there it was 
again on that Hong Kong parade ground, the 
Britain whose mist characteristic tune isn’t 
“Rule Britannia” hut a trembling Last Post. 

Enough! We have, as a country, come 
close to drowning ourselves in all that. It was 
right that Tony Blair went to Hong Kong 
(looking grim and uneasy: he hasn’t yet got 


raw 


the trick of looking solemn but 
self-assured). 

But seeing him as the bands 
marched past was depressing 
too. For SO years political lead- 
ers have been trying to reshape 
a national purpose, and for 50 
years they have been failing. 
Much of the rest of the country 
has got on with it, in culture and 
business, but politics has lagged 
far behind, so that Britain today 
seems a disjointed place, 
polarised between Post-Mod- 
ernism and post-imperialism, 
with too little in between. 

So enough Last Posts and 
ew folded Union Flags. Enough 

F>r ''Britannia” and enough weary 

" ■ self-deprecation from the 

Prince of Wales. We should 
nhnlQ not ieave Hong Kong with too 
JJ.UUIO much regret The critics of Chrk 

1 v Patten’s Hong Kong policy are 

TT mostly fatuous. We bad to give 

the colony up. However belat- 
LA1T6 edly, it was also right to assert 
the kind of politics we believe 
lOTlcr works best everywhere. 

23 That is not a hopeless cause, 
inr The wnbols of our departure 

include the backward-looking 
3 4-V|c> Imperial insignia, kilts and 

./ LIlc: Gurkhas. The incoming Peo- 

j pie’s Liberation Army may 

73XQ seem, by contrast, the wave of 

the future, representatives of a 
LGg growing superpower. But things 

are not so simple. It is the 
ridl domestic values of the departing 

ex-colonial power - liber alism, 
n in free speech, the rule of law - 

1X1(1 j which are in the global ascen- 

0 j dant, and the authoritarian, phh- 

<*nci less post-Marxism of the ageing 

-i Pelting elite which is in retreat 

iiaS Whatever happens in the next 

few months and years, Hong 
Kong will bury them, not the 
other way about Peking, as the 
Chinese capital, is applauding the return of a 
part of China. But Peking, as a citadel of anti- 
democratic and illiberal politics, is applauding 
a future which will quite soon destroy it 

So we need less Imperial nostalgia and a lit- 
tle more optimism back home. Let us have 
more, please, of the inclusive, liberal group of 
islands that we have it in us to become, and 
which it is Blair's job to help shape through the 
millennium. More, please, of a modem, 
reformed democracy, with a Bill of Rights and 
an adult relationship to its European partners. 
More of the unapologeticaDy ethical and mod- 
erately “green” voice of Robin Cook’s Foreign 
Office. More, in short, of a plausible national 
future, which means liberalism, democracy and 
multi-cultural openness. We have to remem- 
ber that the Empire was finally smashed not 
by the HongKong treaty, but in the global war 
against fascism half a century before. And 
though that was a great cause to die for (has 
any empire been destroyed as usefully?), we 
still haven't fully caught up with the victory we 
helped to achieve. 

Because of the Empire, the UK is now an 
ethnically diverse union of countries with a 
global language - more like a small America, 
in some ways, than like France. Yet because 
of the Empire, we are also still a hierarchical, 
cod-medieval country with a terrible capacity 
for lacrymose nostalgia. Now we must choose. 

Of course, with others, we should do our 
duty in helping to keep an eye on Hong Kong. 
But in a broader sense, we must stop looking 
back, either guiltily or sentimentally. A great 
break of this kind has happened before, at least 
to England. For decades, late-medieval Lon- 
don was in trauma at the loss of France - 
remember Calais, engraved on Mary Tudor’s 
heart? But what followed was a great out- 
pouring of national energy, a liberation, and 
the shift to early-modern Britain. Perhaps 
Hong Kong is the Calais of our times. 

It is time to move on. Let this be the last Last 
Post. 
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Jtfian Cooper (toft) and Terry Gifford with ‘Paris, Texas’, in which TV culture meets the Lake District 


W hite-out condi- 
tions on Mont 
Blanc have put 
paid, for the 
present at least, 
to an En g lish artist's hopes of 
pushingp/ezn-od’ painting in oQs 
to new limits. Instead of cap- 
turing the spirit of the notorious 
Brenva face on his 5ft square 
canvas, Julian Cooper was con- 
fined to a high mountain hut for 
five days with six morose Ger- 
man soldiers for company. 

The 50-year-old Cumbrian 
ventured out once last week, 
but the soft snow was waist 
deep, far too dangerous condi- 
tions for attempting a climb to 
his planned belvedere at 3,500 
metres. At the hut he worked 
on smaller oils, until the fuiqes 
from the turps almost choked 
him in his unventilated alpine 
quarters. 

Cooper's technique, devel- 
oped on mountain painting 
trips to Peru and the Scottish 
Highlands, is to climb with his 
studio in a ski-bag. For an 
easel, he anchors a frame made 
of tent poles to boulders or 
snow “bollards”. A canvas is 
bull clog-clipped to the frame 
and he begins to paint with 
yard-long brushes, returning 
day after day to work on the 
picture, trying to translate the 
anim a within the rock and ice 
through his muscular strokes. 

The results can be as 
uncomfortable for the viewer 
as conditions can be for 
Cooper. Tension between man 
and the rest of nature is a 
recurrent theme. On Mt 
Blanc he had hoped lo paint 
the skiers who traverse the 
high glaciers in summer, 
almost oblivious of the 
grandeur of the natural play- 
ground. “In a way. we are all 
clinically mad. We are perched 
on this very fragile environ- 
ment railed Earth and yet we 
cany blithely on debasing it. 


to an E 

pushing 


Photograph: Will Walter/North Nows 

Julian Cooper’s powerful paintings subvert the Z3?5£ t %£S3g 

traditions of his celebrated family and challenge the urged us to find “time to stand 

way we look at nature, says Stephen Goodwin ELm. 


We are sawing off the branch 
we are sitting on,” he says. 

Cooper recoils from the 
notion of himself as an envi- 
ronmental evangelist However, 
the label could be applied, with 
protest to bis friend and col- 
laborator' ferry Gifford, a poet 
and senior lecturer in English at 
Bretton Hall College, Leeds 
University. Gifford believes that, 
though we are- an urbanised 
society, we still crave contact 
with nature to “touch base and 
get a fix on the seasons”. 

. Why else do 250,000 people 
travel by car to the Lake Dis- 
trict on a summer weekend? 
Why do we cultivate window 
boxes? Why does the gritty 
Labour veteran Dennis Skinner 
watch when the blossom 
appears on a particular mag- 
nolia tree by the Serpentine m 
Hyde Park and when the leaves 
fall? Because we are part of iL 
Perplexing browsers at the 
Old Court House Gallery in 
Cooper's home town of 
Ambleside is a 4ft 6in by 6ft oil 
on paper showing an auburn- 
haired woman on a balcony 
watching television. On the 
screen are the skyscrapers of 
Houston - a frame from the 
film Paris, Texas - while brood- 
ing in the dusk background is 
a craggy-topped fell and gath- 
ering storm clouds. The bal- 
cony is Cooper's own. So, in a 
sense, is the crag, Loughrigg, 
which lours in several of ms 
works. The painting, entitled 
Paris, Texas , tripresses his belief 
that the human race, or at 
least the Westernised part of it, 
is “poised between two 
worlds”. Television even pro- 
vides our experience of nature. 


while outside the real thing lies 
ignored or used as a con- 
sumerist accessory. 

The scion of painters, Julian 
Cooper has been a rebel trying 
to shake off the stylistic baggage 
of his father and grandfather. 
The soft-hued watercolours pro- 
duced by his father, William 
Heaton Cooper, have probably 
proved more potent in fixing an 
image of the Lake District in 
many minds than the sight of the 
green fell-sides themselves. But 
the primordial rock of Julian’s 
canvases bears scant similarity to 
these tourist-friendly, highly 
saleable landscapes. An abstrac- 
tionist at Goldsmith's College, 
London, before moving on to 
large-scale figure painting, the 
young Cooper also dropped 
“Heaton” from his professional 
name. He is, however, a direc- 
tor of the family paintings and 
prints stBdjo in Grasmere. 

Each Whitsun, Cooper and 
and Gifford head for the Scot- 
tish Highlands together, camp 
for a few days in a corrie. climb 
a route of not too strenuous 
grade, and practise their respec- 
tive crafts. The poet has the eas- 
ier task and often finds himself 
writing about his companion - 
“the artist's fingers feeling his 
way up the Earth's hard core” 
- exploring the form of the 
rock he will try to paint Last 
month their route was Hanging 
Dyke, on the south side of Ben 
Macdui in the Cairngorms. 
Away from the popular trails, 
they were the only people in its 
vicinity. Without going solo, 
ropeless and tentless it is about 
as raw a contact with nature as 
Britain offers. 

For Cooper, the excursions 


can be a bit fraught Not only 
has Lhe weather ruined his 
efforts - a 6ft by 5ft canvas of 
Beinn Lair was physically 
washed away - but unlike the 
poet, he is not a regular 
dimber. “1 experience real fear, 
particularly beforehand,” be 
says. The rational part of him 
says it. is “mad” to carry on in 
his fifties, but of course he wfll. 

Ask the painter and poet if 
they come back with any mes- 
sage from these “sbamanic” 
journeys to the mountains and 
diffidence sets in. Fust, they go 
foT the sheer enjoyment of place 
and each other’s company and 
craft. But there is. too. a getting 
close to the earth and a non- 
hubristic sense of man’s place in 


and stare” at squirrels hiding 
their nuts. Man was amply an 
idle observer of nature, not a 
part of iL The parallel between 
WH Davies’s pastoralism and 
the comfortable landscapes of 
WH Cooper at his most banal 
is bard to miss. 

Travelling home across 
France yesterday, Julian Cooper 
was able to reflect ruefully on 
the powerful natural forces 
which late 20th century society 
knows mainly through a TV 
screen. Two weeks and 2,000 
miles of driving wasted and 
artistic endeavour frustrated. 
He and Gifford wiD continue in 
their gentle way to open minds, 
but perhaps there is no substi- 
tute for raw experience. 

Gifford tells a story about a 
group from a Liverpool com- 
prehensive on a course in the 


things that comes through in - Yorkshire Dales. On the first 
their work. “We certainly don't night, Gifford took the sixlh-for- 


retum with a didactic message," 
says Gifford. “All we can do is 
contribute another little shift of 
sensibilities in our culture. If we 
were to start declaiming, we 
would cease to be artists and 
become politicians.” 

Gifford’s cnisade as an aca- 
demic is to rescue nature poetry 
from the sentimentality and 


mers for a walk and got them to 
gaze at the oars. After two min- 
utes of lying 011 foci 1 " backs in 
snow staring upwards, one 
demanded: “But why haven’t we 
got stars like this in Liverpool?" 

Terry Gifford is co-author of The 
Blue Bang Theory: New Nature 
Poetry' (Redbeck Press, £6.95). 
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The first-person singular woman 


T he study of newspaper 
readership published 
yesterday by Women in 
Journalism certainly produced 
a few whopping non-surprises. 
The idea that men are avid for 
news about sports and cars, 
while women go more for fash- 
ion and health, will hardly 
make anyone gulp. Nor (alas) 
will the suggestion that women 
offer a warmer and more 
“humanising" view of the 
world than the icy. neutral 
inhuman gaze that charac- 
, . tenses male journalism - lhat 
no more than a well-worn 

gender-war stereotype. 

~ .But if the survey only con- 
firmed that these cheerless 
marketing caricatures (girls 
like human-interest weepies: 
boys like engines and stock 
market data) still dominate 
many people's thinking, it also 
threw up one intriguing sug- 
gestion. Women's key contri- 
bution to the language of the 
contemporary newspaper, it 
found, lay m the use of the first 
person, instead of the frosty 
post of objectivity - u patriar- 
chal gimmick, at best - women 
were creating a space for the 
subjective voice, for thai single. 

once-redundam letter: 1. 

5 * fn one sense, it «cms insult- 

9 ing to lhtf l -word as 
women's biggest gift to modem 
journalism: the truth is. they 


arc at last catering into all 
areas: news, finance, law. even 
war. And not before time. So 
the bigger question is whether 
women's fluency in the first-, 
person is something that they' 
should, on principle be cele- 
brating. It ran easily sound, if 
you see such writing merely as 
a kind of egocentric waffling, 
like a slur. On most newspa- 
pers what-t-did-al- the-wee k- 
end lifestyle columns are quite 
soft and junior slots, at nest 
light relief: one of the reason 
women do so much of it is that 
those are the assignments they 

are handed; another is that 

they are a relatively cheap way 
to fill the expanding sections. 

So women get to write lark- 
ishlv about the queue at Tesco 
while their tough male col- 
leagues are Down on hazardous 
asslgpmcnLs overseas, where 
they hang around in the driz- 
zle for hours waiting for a 
press officer to read a prepared 
statement - a man s job if ever 
there was one. One might haw 
expected from Women in Jour- 
nalism a strongnh tendency to 
resent rather than celebrate 
the pigeon-holing tendency to 
deploy women chiefly in hoine- 
'n’heanh areas of iKc newspa- 
per. Possibly the saddest 
assumption the survey fails to 
question is (hut people wish lo 
read only what relates to their 


own lives. That is a marketing 
idea opposed to the old 
though tthat readers -men and 
women alike - might be inter- 
ested to read about something 
beyond themselves and new. 

On the other hand, it cer- 
tainly does 

seem to be the 
case lhat 

women are on 
better terms 
with the first- 
person pro- 
noun than men. 

All of our news- 
papers give 
plenty of space 

to women to 
write (“please 
be as personal 
as you like") 
about their 
tx.yftiends.and Robert 
their babies, 
their jobs, their 
diets, their Alnesses, their plea- 
sures and their sorrows. As 
with any genre, it produces 
works that are both brilliant 
and. ura, less than brilliant. 
Some writers manage to make 
personal life - so long ignored 
by newspapers - seem properly 
intriguing and profound. Oth- 
ers inevitably fail. Both, 
though, arc participating in an 
emphatic change in the whole 
enterprise of newspaper pub- 
lishing: surrounded hy quicker. 



shinier news machines, modem 
papers aspire to being daily 
magazines. They are no longer 
merely sturdy providers of facts 
on maritime flows and public 
announcements; they are 
something diverting to read 
on the train. 

There are 
other reasons 
why women 
writers might 
take to the first 
person more 
easily than 
their bashful 
male col- 
leagues. This 
one, for one, 
automatically 
flinches away 
I from it: for 
many men **1” 

Winder is above all an 

ironic word. 
Perhaps that is 
because a generation of 
women has come of age that 
believes the personal to be 
political - politics isn’t just 
what President Clinton told 
Tony Blair last night it's what 
the dentist said in the waiting 
room last week, or what the 
twins got up to on the Under- 
ground. Women arc perhaps 
quicker to see what happens to 
them as emblematic of B bigger 
social picture. And the whole 
unbclievable-but-lruo gram- 


mar of many women’s maga- 
zines has tutored a large num- 
ber of writers in the ways of 
self-examiaation - however 
inventive. 

It remains hard, though, to 
see the first person as a dis- 
tinctly feminine voice. There is 
a larger trend towards the fust 
person in both women and 
men. based on the popular 
perception that our own is the 
only voice we can really trust 
Ours is the Freudian century - 
we are pretty sure that the 
meaning of fife lies, if any- 
where, within: we are what we 
feel, not what we know or can 
find oul And the first pcisou 
is in any case a very natural 
form: ii is the voice of everyday 
life, the one we use in conver- 
sation and in letters, in inter- 
views and on the phone. 

ft is a commonplace among 
publishers these days that 
memoirs are just as saleable (if 
not more so) than fiction: they 
are direct, personal and seem 
candid compared to tbe tricky 
evasions of most novelists. It is 
easy enough to carp ai this, as 
if it were driven by something 
like a cult of authenticity, and 
it is indeed true that in bor- 
rowing so many of the blurry 
stances of fiction, the memoir 
risks becoming just as impres- 
sionistic and unbelievable as 
any novel. But the first person 


remains a gripping mode of 
address. Ironically, it is one 
that the narrators of novels 
have borrowed fbreenturies. 

Actually, of course, the 
movement towards the first 
person bas a long history, it is 
at least 200 years old. The first 
great autobiograpber, 
Rousseau, insisted in the open- 
ing sentence of his amazing 
Confessions that his task-self- 
revelation - bad no precedent 
and would have no imitator. 
He was certainly wrong on the 
latter point Within a few years, 
Wordsworth was tracing the 
formation of a poetic sensibil- 
ity through childhood recol- 
lections, and the entire 
Romantic movement went on 
to trumpet the virtues of self- ; 
inquiry. In our century, a mem- ! 
oir is one of the most endear- i 
ing aspects of any worthwhile 1 
literary career: Joyce, Proust 
Nabokov, Virginia Woolf, 
Mary McCarthy, Doris Les sin g 
... the list is a long one. 

The modem twist is that 
you no longer need to be 
famous, or even old to write 
about yoursclL One might have 
thought that satire such as this 
newspaper's own Bridget Jones 
might be letting some of the ab- 
out of tbe tyres of self-worship. 
But maybe not The proper 
study of mankind, as the old 
saying goes, is me. 



PLUS in this week's issue - 
'PUBLIC LIE' a FREE four page 
tribute to Jonathan Aitken. 
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Sintaro 

Katsu 


Sintaro Katsu was an outra- 
geously individualistic actor 
who became a living legend 
playing a blind master swords- 
man, Zatoichi. “Katsu-shin”. 
as be was affectionately known, 
was adored by millions, not 
only in Japan but all over South 
East Asia, where his dazzling- 
iy original sword-Gght se- 
quences influenced kung fu 
epics of Hong Kong and Taiwan. 

He was the second son of a 
master of nagauta , "long song” 
accompanied by shamisen, of- 
ten used as dance accompani- 
ment in kabuki. He began by 
teaching nagauia and aged 
17 performed it in kabuki. 
When with his father and old- 
er brother he joined the Azu- 
ma Kabuki tour of America, the 
shamisen players were relegat- 
ed to steerage, while the actors 
all had first class cabins. That 
example of social discrimination 
rankled and made Shintaro 
determined to be an actor, too. 

As soon as he returned to 
Japan, be joined the Daiei 
Movie Company, beginning 
with a small part in the 1954 
Hana no Byakkotai ("White 
Tiger Brigade”). He had to 
wait until 1960 to take his first 
starring role in Shiranui Kengyo, 
the story of Shiranui, a blind 
court musician, and a villainous 
character with redeeming qual- 
ities. a new type of tough hero. 
His future wife, Ihmao Naka- 
mura, daughter of the cele- 
brated kabuki star Ganjuro 
Nakamura, appeared with him. 
In 1961 he cashed in on this 
burly, gruff image as Assddchi 
in Tokuzo Tanaka's Akumyo 
(“The Rogue"). 

Against stiff opposition from 
Ganjuro, he married Tamao in 
1962. and against all expecta- 
tions the marriage endured, 
surviving many vicissitudes 
through the wifely wisdom of 
Tamao, who continued her act- 


ing career. They were to appear 
together in a stage play in the 
year before Katsu's death. 

Katsu-shin's most glorious 
period began in 1962 with the 
first Zatoichi movie, Zatoichi 
Monogarari ("The Story of 
Blind Zatoichi”), directed by 
Kenji MisumL This larger-than- 
life character was based on just 
a few lines from an essay by Kan 
Shimozawa, a sketch of an itin- 
erant blind masseur who was 
also a gambler and a brilliant 
swordsman - a lovable creature 
despite his evil propensities. 
Akira Kurosawa's Yojimbo 
(19611 and Sanjuro (1962) had 
utterly transformed the insipidly 
and mechanically performed 
cinematic sword fights, giving 
the jidai-geki (period) genre a 
new life with sequences of en- 
thralling realism. Zatoichi mov- 
ies followed that trend, and 
were highly successful, as was the 
theme song, sung by Katsu-shin. 

In 1965, Katsu appeared in 
Yasuzo Masumura’s Heitdi 
Yakuza ("Gangster Soldier”), 
which extended his range con- 
siderably. Two years later, he 
founded his own Katsu Pro- 
ductions, and became a direc- 
tor with Kaoyaku ("The Big 
Boss”) in 1971. In 1972, he di- 
rected his brother Tomisaburo 
Wakayama in Kozure Ookami 
(“Wolf Man and Baby"), the- 
first in a brutally realistic sword- 
fight scries later taken over by 
Kenju Misumi. (When Use sec- 
ond episode, Babycart Mas- 
sacre, was recently shown in the 
wonderful three-month-long 
Festival of Japanese Film in 
Paris, children under 12 were 
not admitted.) 

Zatoichi became a television 
series made by Katsu's pro- 
duction company. But the 
Japanese movie industry was al- 
ready on the decline, and Kat- 
su began to encounter all kinds 
of problems, both financial and 



Rhonda Ba ker 
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Outrageous: Katsu strikes out tn The Great Wall 


Photograph: Ronald Grant Archive 


personal He was arrested in 
1978 for possession of opium. 
The attitude of the Japanese 
public and authorities towards 
drug addicts is very severe, but 
Katsu won people’s sympathy by 
his touching innocence. He had 
naivety believed he was doing no 
wrong by just carrying opium. 
IBs ingenuous nature had giv- 
en him the public image of a sort 
of holy fooL 

Next year, Kurosawa chose 
him for the leading role in his 
great historical epic Kngemusha. 
But the director was furious 
when Katsu-shin started shoot- 
ing his own scenes, and sacked 
him, saying: "There is no need 
for two directors on this movie." 
The part was given to Tatsuya 
Nakadai. 

In 1987 Katsu-shin was in- 


volved in another scandal when 
he was a guest at a big yakuza 
celebration. Then in 1988, after 
a long hiatus, he was directing 
what was to be the last Zatoichi 
film, and in the sword-fights real 
swords were used, because im- 
itation weapons did not make 
an authentic sound. His son 
struck an opponent’s jugular 
vein, and the actor died. 

Then Katsu in 1990 was ar- 
rested at the airport in Hawaii 
for bringing marijuana and co- 
caine from Japan for purely 
persona] use. Again his bewil- 
derment was disarming. He had 
been very amateurishly trans- 
porting tits stash in his under- 
pants, easily detected by sniffer 
dogs, and when charged be 
made the typical reply. “1 shall 
never wear underpants again!” 


He, too, was on the decline, 
but he never lost his enthusiasm 
for acting and singing, and last 
year appeared on stage with his 
wife in Meoto Zeroai (“A Well- 
Matched Couple”). He refused 
lo be operated for the cancer that 
had attacked his hypo pharynx, 
saying; “If I can't produce my 
voice, my production company 
wQl lose its best asset An actoris 
voice is his whole life." 

He was a great artist, a great 
individual and, alas, the Iart of 
the old jidai'geki sword-fight 
heroes. 


Jtuaes Kirknp 


Toshb Okumum {Shintaro Katsu), 
actor bom Tokyo 29 November 
1931; married 1962 Tamao Naka- 
mura (one son, one daughter); died 
Kashiwa, Japan 21 June 1997. 


Rhonda Baker had always been 
a rising star in the firmament of 
eniertainxnemlaw. but the pub- 
lication in 1995 of her book Me- 
dia Law: a liter's guide for film 
and programme makers made 
her more widely known to the 
international fitoi and television 
production community as a 
mend and guide to those who, 
while well versed in the arts of 
shooting takes and setting up, 
were less acquainted with the 
complexities of the documen- 
tation required to achieve fund- 
ing and production. Baker's 
book encouraged them to get. 
some of the way by themselves. 

Born in 1959 in north Lon- 
don, Rhonda Baker was fierce- 
ly loyal to her family and her 
roots. Her striking good looks, 
with a pale complexion and dark 
hair, made it difficult to ignore 
hCT Irish antecedents. Her flash- 
es of born wit and keen readi- 
ness to participate (to the 
full) m any good nme gomg, fur- 
ther tokens of these, were 
sometimes mixed with the more 
melancholy side to her Celtic 
background. 

Her seemingly effortless rise 
in her profession started with a 
scholarship to the North Lon- 
don Collegiate School in Edg- 
ware, a school distinguished by 
its academic prowess and de- 
votion to hard work: she 
achieved both. She had an in- 
satiable interest in the Holly- 
wood greats (Bette Davis was 
an especial role model) and in 
drama. But law, with its com- 
bination of hard intellect and 
practical application; appealed 
to Baker, and in 1977 she 
gained an exhibition to Trinity 
HalL Cambridge, to read under 
the aegjs of John Collier. 

Her tutor's respect for her 
abilities was confirmed by the 
prizes she subsequently, car- 
ried away in her Bar finals. But 
the Bar, despite the offer of a 
tenancy, and however much its 
social habits and intellectual 
camaraderie appealed to ber, 
was not an opportune place for 
a single young woman struggling 
for financial independence. As 
she said, “Moved being at the 


Bar. but 1 couldn’t afford the 
thinks." . 

' She applied for a position to 
a firm .of solicitors, Denton. 


for its media practice,' will 
the aim of combining her legal 
s kills wife her knowledge and 
love of the media. She thrived 
as 3L solicitor andwassoonre- 
spectcdforher fearless viewsm " 
any given subject, professional 
or ’ otherwise; her irreverence 
about ffie self-importance that 
distinguish es some legal prac- 
titioners: and the continuing ' 
drive for perfection in her work. 

In 1988 she moved with col- - 
leagues ! o SJ. Berwin & Go, to 
establish, the firm's media and 
communications practice. In 
1990 the practice recognised her 
talents by making her a partner 
at the precocious age of 30. In 
the following two years, Rhon- 
da Baker gained friends and lau- 
rels for her work in the film and 
television world; no query was 
too slight, no legal analysis was 
too complex, no document too 
lengthy for ber to deal with/and 
with clarity, speed and 're- 
markably mature judgement- 
But behind the veneer of the 
professional young woman 
there remained a warm and 
sympathetic personality, that 
always sought, to help a friend 
or colleague in any kind of 
difficulty: 

In November 1992, however, 
a: routine visit to her doctor 
aroused suspicions of breast; 
cancer. After her recovery from 



the necessary oj»ratiDn. she 
.conceived the notion of writing 
a handbook combining sonic le- 
gal and practical wisdom for the 
struggling independent pro- 
ducer, a breed whose numbers 
had been greatly increased by 
the advent of Channel Four 
Television and the indepen- 
dent quota requirements of Ihc 
new Broadcasting AcL In -3 
world where media as business 
was becoming more important, 
her aim was to make *h<? 
production community more 
efficient. . ■ d 

• The publication launch par* 
ty of Media Law: a user's guide 
for film and programme makers 

in 1995 was held oil the eve of 
her return to hospital for itiore 
treatment. The book became a 
word-of-mouth success with 
producers, and legal practi- 
tioners. The first edition has 
since -sold out, but a second 
edition is promised. 

Rhonda Baker’s illness did 
not diminish her enthusiasms 
for music, painting, dress- 
making, and. above all, writing. 
She completed one novel and 
numerous short stories: anoth- 
er draft novel has been discov- . 
ered. A management manual 
.for SJ. Berwin & Cb, completed 
in the final year of her illness, 
contains characteristically wrv^- 
and forthright tips on best* 
practice for solicitors, ranging 
from dress codes to telephone 
manners. \.-/t 

She was abty assisted iff all 
her endeavours by her Two 
blade pugs, George and Stanley, 
much loved (it is rumoured) 
because they were the bitty 
two creatures on God’s ea&i 
more strong-minded than their 
mistress. 


&-- L ; 




Nigel Palmer 


Baton fearless views 


Rhonda Elizabeth Baker, solici- 
tor and writer bom Bushey, 
Hertfordshire 11 July 1959: caMl 
to the Bar. Middle Temple 1982; 
barrister-at-law 1982-84: assistant 
and solicitor. Denton Hall 1984- 
88; partner and consultant. S'J. 
Berwin & Co 1990-97; marriedd 
1987 Simon Laycock; died* 
London 25 June 1997. 
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Kenneth Neate 




Fifty years ago. on 14 January 
1947, the fledgling Covent Gar- 
den Opera Company (latex to 
become the Royal Opera), gave 
its first performance. The opera 
was Carmen and Don Jos£ was 
sung by the Australian tenor 
Kenneth Neate. 

During the first season, which 
lasted about six months, Neate 
sang Don Jos£ 21 times; he 
also sang 17 performances of 
Tamino in The Magic Flute - 
everything in those days was 
sung in English - and 12 of the 
Italian Singer in DerRosenkmu- 
lier. Neate had a strong, lyric 
tenor voice and, for the four 
seasons he sang with the com- 
pany, he remained with the 
repertory. 

He returned to Covent Gar- 
den on a famous occasion in 
1959 when he took over at 


Neate as Tamino hi The Magic Flute, 1347 


Photograph: Baron short notice from an ailing 


tenor as Edgardo in Lucia di 
Lammermoor , with Joan 
Sutherland as Lucia. By then 
Neate was already ringing much 
heavier roles, such as Mores tan 
in Fidelia, Lohengrin and, the 
part that became his cheval de 
bataiDe, Tannhauser. During 
the next dozen years, he docked 
up more than 150 perfor- 
mances, mainly in Germany 
and Austria, but also in Aus- 
tralia. Later he sang Tristan a 
number of times. 

Kenneth Neate was born in 
Cessnock, New South Wales, in 
1914. He studied singing at the 
University of Melbourne and 
toured with an amateur com- 
pany in Madama Butterfly and 
Carmen . On the advice of John 
Brownlee, the famous Aus- 
tralian baritone, he went to 
New York to study with Emilio 
de Gogorca and Elisabeth 


Schumann. His voice came to 
the notice of the conductor 
Bruno Walter, and he was en- 
gaged to unJerstudy Chester 
Kallman, who was singing 
Tamino at the Metropolitan in 
1941. Neate then joined the 
Royal Canadian Air Force and, 
after he was invalided out, sang 
for the troops. 

At the end of the Second 
World Wbr, he came to London, 
where David Webster and Karl 
Rank! were auditioning singers 
for the Covent Garden Opera 
Company, and was immediate- 
ly engaged- After Don Josd, 
Tamino and the Italian Singer 
during the Gist season, he sang 
the Duke in Rigoteno , Alfredo 
in La Traviata, Rodolfo in La 
Bohime and Pinkerton in 
Madama Butterfly. He rapidly 
gained stage experience, and by 
the time he left the company 


had become an excellent actor 
as well as a fine singer. He 
toured Australia with the J.C. 
Williamson Company, he sang 
in Italy and Pam, and. in May 
1956 at Bordeaux, sang the 
title-role in the first' perfor- 
mance of Henri . Tbmasi’s 
Sampiero Carso, which was re- 
peated at the Holland Festival 
in June the same year. 

Neate began his attack on the 
heavier German repertory with 
Florestan in Fidelia at Karlsruhe 
1958. After his much- 


in 


acclaimed return to Covent 
Garden in 1959 for Lucia di 
Lammermoor, in which he was 
a splendid partner for Joan 
Sutherland - bis height was par- 
ticularly appreciated by the pri- 
ma donna - he sang Gounod's 
Faust for the Dublin Grand 
Opera, and returned to Karls- 
ruhe for Tannhauset and Lo- 


hengrin. In 1960 he toured 
Australia with the Elizabethan 
Theatre That, and the follow 
ingyear was engaged at the New 
York City Opera, where he 
sang Radames in Aida, Don 
Jose, Stravinsky’s Oedipus Rex, 
and created Judge Danforth in 
Robert Ward's The Crucible, an 
opera based on Arthur Miller's 
play. 

Neate made an excellent 
Loge in Das Rheingold at- 
Bayreuth in 1963, and contin- 
ued to sing Thnnhauser, in Ha- 
gen, Mulhouse, Bucharest, 
Adelaide, Sydney and Inns- 
bruck, where he achieved his 
150th performance during the 
1969770 season. Meanwhile he 
had taken up another Whgner 
role - Tristan. After singing Tris- 
tan at Coblenz in October 1966, 
at the end of December he sang 
the role in Stockholm, with 


Birgit Nilsson at Isolde and 
Kerstia Meyer as Brangaene. 
The opera, with the same cast. 
was taken by the Royal Swedish 
Opera to Montreal for Expo; 67, 
and the tenor later sang Tristan 
m Mannheim and Budapest . 

• ' After afin’alibm^ 
in 1970, when he appeared as 
Florestan. Neate returned to 
Innsbruck, where he sang 
Aegsthus in Ekktru in 1974, and 
the title-role of \fandf s OteUp in 
1975. He was then 61 years of 
age, but his interpretation of 
Otello was highly praised, both 
vocally and dramatically. After 
his retirement be taught singing 
in Munich. : " ' c 


Elizabeth Forbes 


Kenneth Neate, term: bom Cess- CP 
nock. New South Wales 28 July 
1914 : married Gertrude 1 <?Baih: 
died Munich 26 June 199 7. 


George Fenneman 


“There never was a comedian 
who was any good unless he had 
a good straight man," wrote 
Groucho Marx in 197h. “And 
George was straight on all four 
sides.” 

A square was just one of (he 
many things Groucho culled his 
straight man during their long 
association: talL handsome and 
elegant. George Fenneman bore 
the Marxian wisecracks with 
gentlemanly dignity for 14 years 
on the high-rated comedy quiz 
Ion Bet Your Life. Starting on ra- 
dio in 1947 and transferring tn 
television in 195*1. the show was 


less a quiz than a vehicle for 
Grouchu's wit. with fenneman 
reading the commercials, in- 
troducing the contestants and 
working out the scores. 

Until the series ended in 
19b 1. Marx subjected his foil to 
a re lend css stream of political- 
ly incorrect Chinese laundry 
jokes, all because he happened 
to have been bom in felting. “My 
father was in Import- Export,” 
Fenneman told the biographer 
Hector Arce. “He and my moth- 
er'd been married for 10 years. 
1 guess they didn't expect any 
children, and I'm anonh/ child.” 


He was nine months old when 
his parents moved to San Fran- 
cisco, where he grew up. In 1942 
he graduated from San Fran- 
cisco Slate College with a de- 
gree in speech and drama, and 
took a job as an announcer with 
a local radio station. After the 
Second World War, during 
which he worked as a broadcast 
correspondent for the US Of- 
fice of Information, Fenneman 
moved to Los Angeles. 

In 1949 Jack Webb, who had 
worked with Fenneman on 
wartime broadcasts, ’reached 
radio stardom in Pat Ncnak, For 


Hire, a thriller series set in San 
Francisco. Fenneman an- 
nounced the show, and was 
used again in that capacity 
when Webb created the classic 
radio series Dragnet (also 1949 ]. 
Fenneman’s other radio as- 
signments of the early 1950s in- 
cluded announcing the western 
series Guns moke, and playing 
Buzz, a comical cargo pilot, in 
Fly Anything, an adventure sc- 
ries starring the singer Dick 
Haymes. 

Fenneman made his film 
debul in the cult movie The 
Thingjhom Another Weld ( 195 1 ). 


which concerned a group of air 
force men and scientists at the 
mercy of a bloodthirsty extra- 
terrestrial. “1 played Dr Red- 
ding, one of the scientists,” he 
recalled. “And it took me 26 takes 
to deliver my big speech. End 
of movie career.” (Actually, he 
did make other films, including 
How to Succeed in Business With- 
out Really Trying. 1966. and Once 
ibtt Kiss a Stranger, 1969.) 

On television Fenneman 
hosted his own quiz show. Any- 
body Can Play (1958), and Your 
Funny, Funny Films (1963). one 
of the first scries to feature am- 


ateur home movies. He also an- 
nounced The Doom and Marie 
Show, The Jim Nabors Show, 
The Life of Riley and the tele- 
vision version of Dragnet. 
In 1993, for an edition of 
The Simpsons that spoofed 
Dragpet, fenneman's nearly un- 
changed voice spoke the much- 
parodied words: “Only the 
names have been cbang«i to 
protect the innocent.” 

But it is as Groucho Marx's 
straight man that he will be best 
remembered. “T can't impress 
on you too much what it meant 
to he working with a legend,” 


Fenneman told Hector Arce. “I 
was 30 years old and working 
with this man who was 60 at the 
time, who'd been the biggest 
star of all the media.” His as- 
sociation with Groucho didn't 
end with the closure of their 

2 uiz show; he visited him often, 
i the last year of Maix^s fife the 
87-year-old comedian was so en- 
feebled that, before leaving, 
Fenneman had to walk him to 
his bed in a bear hug. 

“Fenneman," said Groucho 
faintly, “you always were a 
lousy dancer.” 

Dick Vosbmrgh 



Fenneman; *a lousy dancer 1 1 " 
Photograph: Corbis-BettmanrVUPl- 


George Fenneman, actor bom 
Peking 10 November 1 919; mar- 
ried (one son, two daughters); 
died Los Angeles 29 May 199 % 
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Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

FTTZC1BB0N: Tu Cuniflj acd Fran- 
cis. on 2* June IW. a un. Sam. 


DEATHS 

GliIKEY: SvMa, f»n rr June l»>7. 
mneh-kfted mother o( Sdnna.Kjdu 
anil Sajiai. prandmoiher of Cliinp!. 
and Taja, died peacefully at home, 
llADEN: Philip- Al hums. I 1 * June, sn 
hit Siltl year. Hear husband orlc*- 
vica, loving fathe r of \Lirk. Kent. 
Brace. Paul, and the tale Clare and 
Sandra; grandfather of Kirsten 
Anita): Ucnrlv loved bmilicr of Mon- 
Pert. Donations may he made w 
“V.O.N. Palliate e Cue”. '.'7 Ar- 
lington Part Place, Kmpvioii, Ontario. 
Canada. K7M SMN. 


Announcements for BIRTHS, MAR- 
RLVGES& DEATHS should be sent in 
wrttteE to I Of Oarvttf Editor; The In- 
dependent. 1 Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf. Loudon E145DL tekpb oa rd to 
017I-ZW 20L2 or fined to DI7I-Z4J 2018. 
pod are charged *t £6J0a linr (Y\T «- 
mi, OTHER Cattttc announcement?. 
mini be submitted in writi ng an d are 
charged at £10 a Koe. VAT extra. 


Birthdays 

The Princes of Wales. 3b: Mr Dan 
Aykroyd, actor. 45; Sir AJan Camp- 
N:IL lnrmur diplomat, 7& Miss Leslie 
Caron, actress, nb: Mr Wayne David, 
MEP, 40: Miss Olivia de HavGland. 
actress. M; Mr Trevor Eve, ador. 46; 
Lady Faulkner of Downpatrick, for- 
mer Governor for Northern Ire- 
land. BBC, 7i Sic Colin Figures, 
former Deputy Secretary. Cabinet 
Office. T2\ fj.*rd Gisborough. Lieu- 
tenant 01 North Yorkshire. "0: Mr 
John Gould, composer and musical 
comedian. 56; Lt-Cnl Sir John Hugo, 
former Gentlcm.in Usher to the 
Queen. 9S; Viscount Lcverhutmc. 
former Lord-Lieutenant of Chester. 
S2; Mr Carl Lewis, a thick. 36; Sir 
Kenneth Lewis, former MP. 81; 
Mb* Jean Marsh, actress, h.v. Gen- 
eral Sir Thomas Pearson, former 
Commander- in-OricL Allied Forces, 
Northern Europe. 53: Mr Sydney PoW 
lack, film director, 63; Mr Tom 
Robinson, musician. 47; Miss Joan 
Sadler, former Principal. Cheltenham 
Ladies* College. 7H; The Very Rev 
.Man Webster, former Dean of Sr 
Paul s 7°: Mr Malcolm Wicks MP. 5ft 


ematiriaiL 1646; George Sand 
l Amandine-Aurora Ludle, Bar orate 
Dudevam), novelist. 1804; Charles 
Laugjuon. actor. 1899; Amy Johnson, 
aviator. 1903. Deaths Harriet Beech- 
er Stowe, author of Unde Umi ’s Ciih- 
in, 18%; Erik Alfred-Leshe Satie 
{Eric Satie), composer 1 . 1925; Juan 
Domingo Perrin. Argentine presi- 
dent, 1974. On this day: Sir Thomas 
More was put on trial 1535; ad- 
dressing the Linnean Society, Charles 
Darwin announced his theory of 
evolution, 185K; Queen Victoria un- 
veiled the Albert Memorial in Lon- 
don, 187i Jersey was occupied bv 
German forces. 1940; the Prince of 
Wales's Investiture was held at 
Caernarvon Castle. 1969. Today is the 
Feast Day of Saints Aaron and 
Julius. Si Carilcphus or Calais, St 
EparchhLS or CybanL St Gall of 
Clermont. St Oliver Plunkcl, St Scr- 
vanus oc Serf. Si Shenuie, Si Sims- 
on Salus and St Thierry or Theodoric 
of Mont d'Or. 


Lectures 


Anniversaries 

Binhs; Baton Gottfried Wilhelm 
von Leibniz, philosopher and runth- 


hiatioaal Gallery; Richard Stoop. 
“Precious Objects {«): Moretto da 
Br«d.V\ lpm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Sally 
Dormer, “Unveiling the New 
Testament: typology in medieval 
an" 130pm. 
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Changing of the Guard 
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Athletics drug ban rules not subject to Community law! 

LAW REPORT 


Edwards v British Athletic 
Federation and anon Chancery 
Division (Mr Justice Lightman) 
23 June 1997 


1 July 1997 


Rules of the International Am- 
ateur Athletics Federation 
which were designed to ban 
cheating by taking drags were 
rules which merely regulated 
foe sporting conduct of athletes, 
and were not therefore subject 
to European Community law, 
which was applicable to sport 
only insofar as it constituted an 
economic activity. 

Mr Justice Lighrman dis- 
missed the plaintiff' s challenge 
to the refusal by the Inter- 
national Amateur Athletics 
federation (“the 1AAF") to re- 
instate him before the com- 
pletion of a four-year ban from 
athletic competitions imposed 
for the use of anabolic steroids. 
The ban had been imposed on 
(he plaintiff, an amaleur athlete 
and a member of the first de- 
fendant, the British Athletic 
federation (“the BAF”), on 22 
October 1994. 

The plaintiff challenged the 
lawfulness of the lAAFs re- 
fusal. Remission of a ban bad 
been granted to a number of 


athletes in a similar position, 
but whose national athletic as- 
sociations limited the lawful pe- 
riod of any such ban to two 
years by their local laws. 

The plaintiff contended (a) 
that the IAAF could not law- 
fully distinguish his application 
from those other applications 
on the ground that the four- 
year ban was lawful under his 
local law; ami (b) that the re- 
fusal of his application consti- 
tuted discrimination against 
him which was unlawful under 
the Thaty of Rome. The IAAF 
challenged that contention. The 
BAF adopted a neutral stance. 
Sntem Cakebread \Janrsi fur the 
plaintiff; .Adam lewis (Farrerd. Ca) 
far die BAF; Robert Howe f Herbert 
Smith I forth? IAAF. 


were designed to control drug 
abuse. The BAF bad adopted 
those provisions. 

Rule 60(2)(a) provided that 
an athlete who committed a 
doping offence involving, in 
particular , the taking of an an- 
abolic steroid would be. ineli- 
gible on a first offence for a 
minimum of four years to take 
port id competitions held un- 
der the lAAFs 1 ules or the do- 
mestic rules of . its members. 
Rule 60(8) provided, however, 
that in exceptional circum- 


stances an athlete might appl^r 


ious rational governing bod- sounds of nationality was pro- 
( including the BAF) were hibited; and Articles 59 to 66 


Mr Justice Ligbtman said that 
as members of the IAAF the 
various 
ies 

required inter alia to. adopt 
provisions in Their constitu- 
tions mirroring the LAAFs 
roles in jarticular so far as they 


- to the Council of the IAAl 
for reinstatement before the 
expiration of that period. 

The first issue to be decided 
was whether Articles 59 lo 66 
of the Treaty of Rome had any 
application to the operation of 
rule 60. Article 6 of the Treaty 
staled that discrimination on 


prohibited such discrimination 
tn the freedom to provide ser- 
vices for remuneration within 
the Ell. 


The plaintiff contended that 
the four-year ban imposed on 
him was an interference with 
his freedom to earn his living 
as an athlete within the EU. 
Community law was applic- 
able to sport only insofar as 
it constituted ah economic ac- 
tivity. The critical question 
raised in .the present case 
was whether the drug control 
provisions of the rules and par- 
ticularly the provisions for sanc- 
tion in case of a drug offence, 
constituted an exclusively 
sporting rule. 

Rules 55 to 61 appeared 
merely to regulate the sporting 
conduct of participants in ath- 
letics. They were designed to 
ton cheating by taking drugs 
and thus secure a level playing 
field for all participants in the 
sport. The imposition of penal- 
ties for dieating was essential 
if the rules against it were to be 
effective. 

The.imposition of the sanc- 
tion might of necessity have se- 
rious economic consequences 
for those who breached the 


rules, but that was merely in-; 
oriental. A rule designed to reg-' 
ulate the sporting conduct oT 
participants did not cease to be'' 
such a rule because it did not' 
allow those who broke it ’to, 
earn remuneration by panic-' 
ipating in the sport for what : 
was, by common consent, an-" 
appropriate period. 

In view of that decision it 
was not necessary to deefije ^ 
Whether the operaliomby the ' 
IAAF of rule 60(8) to reinstate 
athletes whose local rules liin- 1 
ited lie period of a ban to two 1 
years of itself constituted uh- ' 
justifiable discrimination oq ; 
grounds of nationality in toe 
sense prohibited under Articles ■ 
6 and 59 to 66 of the Treaty. The ; 
matter would, however, be ; 
dealt with briefly. --. * 

The policy which sought «$ffy ’ 
to accommodate rule 60 4o ; 
diffcnces m national law was . 
not discriminatory: it merely ; 
ensured that the IAAF and ihe ! 
application of rule 60 kept ■ 
within the various natidrfal 
laws. 4. 

The action was accordingly ! 
dismissed. . • - 


Kate OT) anion, Barrister \ 
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£Llbn jump in consumer borrowing fuels boom fears 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


The need to put the brakes on 

consumer spending was high- 
lighted by figures yesterday 
y shewing a £l.lbn jump in con- 
i'. . sumer borrowing in May, dose 
' to the all-time record set in Feb- 
ruary. Its annual growth rate has 
picked up to 17 per cent 
Separate figures showed a 1 
percent increase in MO, the nar- 
row measure of the money sup- 


ply, in June, taking its annual 
growth up to 63 per cent- 
The rise in consumer bor- 
rowing comes as several leading 
economists claim that the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer can halt 
the consumer boom by abolish- 
ing mortgage interest tax relief 
(Miras) in tomorrow’s Budget 
The economists from the Na- 
tional Institute of Economic 
and Social Research and from 
consultancy London Economics 
said the abolition ofMiras would 


reduce consumer spending 
sharply. However, they warned 
the revenue gain would be mudi 
lower than the direct cost of the 
relief, of just under £3bn a year, 
because of reduced spending. 

The expectation is that what- 
ever Gordon Brown decides, 
interest rates will need to be 
increased. This expectation 
helped the pound stay at a 
five-year high yesterday, with 
the trade weighted index rising 
from 101.8 to 102.1 and the 


pound finishing the day at just 
over DM2.90. 

The main component of M0, 


0.8 per cent during June. This 
was the biggest monthly rise for 
a year, when football fans visit- 
ing for the Euro 96 competition 
boosted the demand for cash. 

Although high street spend- 
ing does not follow the path of 
cash exactly from mouth to 
month, the surge pointed to a 
further increase in retail sales. 


There was wide agreement 
among economists that these lat- 
est figures were alarming. “This 
adds to fears that consumer der 
maud growth is accelerating as 
a result of the buflding societies’ 
and insurance companies’ wind- 
fall payouts,” said Simon 
Briscoe at Nflcko Europe. 

Yesterday's figures follow a 
rash of news indicating that the 
economy is well on its way to a 
boom. Most striking were last 
week's big-upward revisions to 


earlier figures for gross domes- 


irrvestraent 


mtheecoo- 
iestimated. 
r , an economist at 
Credit Suisse 


are in line with all the other in- 
dications about growth. The 
pound might make .it harder for 
the Bank to raise rates aggres- 
sively during the next sax moolis, 
but they wM have to climb.” 

Marian Bell at the Royal 


Bank of Scotland said: "It 
would be sensible to hold off in . 
July to see whether the latest 
month's figures are a one-off or 
the start- of a more lasting 
trend” But she predicted that 
base rates would be above 7 per 
cent by next spring. . 

Separately, an increase m : 
stamp duty, now widely expect- 
ed as pari of the Budget pack- 
age tomorrow, opuld trigger a bag 
fall in house prices, according to 
research conducted for a hastily . 


assembled housing and cot 
strnction industry lobby grow} 
The group, Stamp Duty Cor 
cem, predicts that house pric 
xould fell by up to 5 per cent f 
every percentage point inerea 
-in stamp duty. Although thi 
estimate does not take accou 
of any potential increase in tl 
threshold for the duty, the a 
tlmis say raising stamp duty u 
..affect the housing market su 
stantially without raising mu 
extra revenue for the Treasu 


Littlewoods 
abandons 
high street 
store sell-off 


Scottish & Newcastle to spend £150m on re-branding pubs across the country 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Liulewoods yesterday aban- 
doned plans to sell its high 
street stores business after fail- 
ing to find a buyer at an ac- 
ceptable price. Talks with 
Kingfisher, the Comet & B&Q 
retainer, broke down last week 
after Kingfisher objected to 
the £500m asking price. King- 
fisher had wanted to convert 
most of the 13S stores into 
branches of Woolworths. 

The collapse of the sale plans 
has forced a strategic rethink by 
James Ross, the acting chief ex- 
ecutive. Though he attempted 
to put a positive gloss on events 
yesterday, retail analysts said the 
failure to sell the high street 



Rethink: James Ross acted 
after collapse of sale price 

chain left the company’s strat- 
egy in (aliens. “They are back to 
square one,” said Clive Vaugh- 
an at Verdict Research. “It is not 
a driven strategy. They are 
reacting to events.” 

littlewoods’ plans to re-focus 
its business to concentrate more 
on home shopping could be 
further disrupted if the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers Commis- 
sion blocks its £367 m deal to buy 
the Freemans mail order busi- 
ness from Sears. Mr Ross denied 
that there had been any U-turn. 
“We said home shopping was a 
core business and that is still the 
case. And we always said that 
there would be no fire sale of the 
high street stores. A radical new 
strategy for this division has been 


developed and I firmly believe this 
will transform the business." 

Under that strategy Little- 
woods will raise cash by selling 
up to 35 of its high street sites 
to leave the chain with 100 
stores- Potential buyers could in- 
clude Kingfisher, Boots and 
lesco which had already agreed 
with Kingfisher to buy around 
20 of the Littlewoods stores to 
convert into its Metro format 
The remaining 100 Liule- 
woods outlets will trade under 
a new format concentrating 
more on ladieswear targeted at 
women over 45. 

The Berkertex brand will be 
developed and a trial of 10-12 
stores tra ding under that name 
wfll start early next year. A 
Berkertex catalogue wfll be de- 
veloped alongside the high 
street chain. The division will be 
“streamlined" in a move ex- 
pected to indude job losses. The 
chain stores division employs 
6300 full-time equivalents. 

Mr Ross said that a de-merg- 
er of the retail businesses was 
possible. This would give the 
Moores family shareholders 
which control the group, one 
share in the home shopping 
business and another in the high 
street operation. Mr Ross said 
a flotation was still not on the 
agenda though this might be 
possible in three to five years. 

The company also bolstered 
its management team yesterday 
when it named Barry Gibson as 
its new chief executive. Mr Gib- 
son, 45, was previously retail di- 
rector of BAA, the airports 
authority which runs UK airports 
such as Heathrow, Gatwick and 
Glasgow. Mr Gibson worked at 
Littlewoods for 10 years in the 
1970s. Mr Ross win move from 
acting chief executive to non- 
executive chairman. 

Littlewoods first announced 
in March that it was consider- 
ing the - possibility of selling its 
high street stored But its initial 
price tag of £6QUm proved un- 
realistic. Kingfisher proved the 
most interested but it is thought 
that it was deterred by the 
length of time it would have had 
to run the division as a going 
concern. 



Scottish & Newcastle, the UlCs largest brewer, 
yesterday announced plans for a rapid 
expansion of its themed pub estate, writes 
Andrew Yates. Its Chef & Brewer family pubs and 
the John Banas community pub chain will be 
rolled out across the country over the next few 
years, it is spending £150m to re-brand 200 of 
its pubs in the next 12 months. Brian Stewart, 


chief executive (pictured left, with Sr Alistair 
Grant, chairman, yesterday) sakt "Our main 
focus of growth wiH be our managed estate. By 
next April we win have at least 600 pifes trading 
under our retail brands.” He believes Scottish & 
Newcastle will benefit from the Governments 
decision last week to block the brewmg rival 
Bass’s takeover of Cartsberg-’fetley. “On its own 


Cartsberg-Tettey will continue to lose market 
share. Those brewers with strong brands, such as 
ourselves, w91 continue to capture that market 
s hare ," he sakL Mr Stewart's comments came as 
Scottish & Newcastle announced a 21 per cent 
rise in underlying pre-tax profits to £374m. 

investment column, page 24 
Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


Energy Group bosses 
could leave with £lm 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Two senior executives of Energy 
Group wfll walk away with cash 
bonuses and compensation 
packages worth more than £lm 
each if they decide not to stay 
with the company after the 
proposed £3.7on takeover by 
PacifiCorp of the US. 

The formal offer document to 
Energy Group shareholders 
yesterday showed Derek Bon- 
ham, executive chairman since 
the group’s demerger from 
Hanson earlier this year, would 
emerge with £1,491.419. John 
Devaney, chief executive of 
Eastern^ the regional power 
company, would leave the 
group £1,159,995 better off. 

The document revealed that 
the normal one-year notice pe- 


riod for executives leaving the 
group would be extended to two 
years in the event of a takeover, 
giving Mr Bonham twice his 
£450,000 salary as a pay-off. 

He wfll also be entitled to re- 
ceive a long-term share bonus 
in cash, worth £443,566, 
whether or not he stays with the 
combined group. In addition Mr 
Bonbam will make another 
£147,853 from Energy Group's 
controversial Special Addition 
Bonus Scheme, created at the 
flotation because of the three- 
year delay in payouts under the 
long-term plan. Mr Bonham 
also owns shares in Em 
Group worth £627,000 at I 
Carp’s &90p bid price. 

Mr Devaney, 50, wfll see his 
£350,000 double to £700,000 if 
he leaves the company, but will 
make £459,995 from die two 


bonus schemes whatever hap- 
pens. He owns shares worth 
£34,500 in Ener^ Group at the 
offer price. As chief executive 
of Eastern he received a pack- 
age worth £13m before tax af- 
ter the 1995 takeover by 
Hanson. 

The offer document said both 
executives had been invited 
onto PadfiCorp’s board if the 
deal went through, although de- 
tailed terms had not been dis- 
cussed and both Mr Bonham 
and Mr Devaney have not yet 
decided to do so. Mr Devaney 
has indicated he may leave pie 
company and seek another job 
outside the utility sector. 

Another director to share in 
the windfalls is Eric Anstee, En- 
ergy Group's finance director, 
who could walk away with a pay- 
off worth £500,000. 


Railtrack board gets 
pay increases of 14% 


Andrew Kites 


Rafltracfc’s board earned a total 
of £1.4bn in its first year as a 
public company, a rise of more 
than 38 per. cent on 1996, ac- 
cording to its annual report pub- 
lished today . Part of the rise can 
be attributed to the appoint- 
ment of an extra director, 
Michael Howell, who left the 
grow abruptly in March. 

After excluding Mr Howell’s 
remuneration. Rail [rack's di- 
rectors awarded themselves 
£1.2bn, including performance 
bonuses of £332,000. That 
amounts to a pay rise of almost 
14 per cent, an increase well 
ahead of the' rate of inflation. 
The pay increases are bound to 
fuel the controversy that has sur- 
rounded the group since it was 
privatised 13 months ago. 

The annual report also re- 
veals that Mr Howell, former 


commercial director, has re- 
ceived a pay-off of more than 
£292,000. He resigned from 
Railtrack in March after just 
one year with the company. Mr 
Howell had been charged with 
developing Rail track’s rela- 
tionships with the train oper- 
ating companies and frei ’ ‘ 
groups. Butit is understood 
management style did not suit 
Railtrack. Mr Howell was on a 
two-year rolling contract He 
earned £203,000 in the year to 
March. 

Rail track’s highest-paid di- 
rector was John Edmonds, chief 
executive, who received a basic 
salary of £168.000 as part of a 
total pay package of £249,000. 
Mr Edmonds is due to step 
down as chief executive within 
the next few months, m 
way, it is understood, for G: 
Metropolitan’s former finance 
director, Gerald Corbett. 


Penguin claims former US manager embezzled $1 . 4m 


David Usborne 

New York 


Four months after the discovery 
of an unauthorised discounts 
scheme that forced Penguin 
USA, a subsidiary of Pearson, to 
write off S16Sm (£100m). the 
publisher is claiming a former 
executive was involved in an 
elaborate embezzlement scam. 

In a lawsuit filed in a New 
Jersey court. Penguin has al- 
leged that its former accounts 
manager, Christina Galantro, 
skimmed SI. 4m to fund an 


lifestyle of luxury winter cruises 
and D1Y shopping sprees. 

“We have compiled a com- 
pelling body of evidence that 
there was a deliberate conspir- 
acy," said Michael Lynlon, the 
chief executive of Penguin. “Our 
investigation to date indicates 
that Mrs Galantro acted without 
the knowledge, direction or 
authorisation of her superiors.” 

As it is painted in the suit, the 
conspiracy was allegedly' the 
seed that led to the much larger 
scheme whereby Mrs Galantro 
gave secret discounts to 


favoured booksellers, ft was 
those discounts, which were 
not entered into the books, 
that created the $165m black 
hole on Lhc company accounts. 

By accessing records of her 
corporate American Express 
cam. Penguin said it had traced 
some 900 transactions that it be- 
lieved were funded by Mrs 
G a lantro's ill-gotten wealth. 

The company claims that 
Mrs Galantro treated herself to 
items ranging from a SI 00 
honey-baked ham to a $12,000 
cruise voyage. She allegedly 


spent thousands on Louis Vuit- 
lon leather goods, on diamonds 
and on shopping expeditions to 
Home Depot and Builders 
Square, two DIY superstores. 

Also named in the lawsuit are 
Mrs Galamro’s husband, Stan- 
ley, and Jerome Bedell, the 
head of a collection agency 
that served Penguin USA. 
While on one winter cruise, Ms 
Galantro allegedly went so far 
as to fax instructions to her co- 
conspirators to ensure the 
smooth-running of their scam. 

Mis Galantro 's lawyer, Cris 


Franzblau, suggested that 
Penguin is “looking for a scape- 
goat” to duck its responsibilities 
for the discounts deb&de. ■ 

In 1995, Penguin was among 
publishers in the US that signed 
an agreement not to offer secret 
discounts to retailers. The deal 
was to protect small retailers 
from discount schemes aimed at 
the larger bookstore chains. 

Penguin asserts that Mrs 
Galantro traded the discounts 
for early payments from book 
retailers ana that those pay- 
ments were used to disguise her 


embezzlements. According to 
the suit, most of the embezzled 
money came from cheques 
from retailers that should have 
been paid to Penguin but which 
were instead diverted to Mr Be- 
dell at the collection agency. 

The unauthorised discounts, 
the lawsuit asserts, “were used 
in part to hide Galantro's thefts". 
Mr Bedell an employee at the 


happened is being pursued by 
the American Booksellers' As- 
sociation. Regardless of what 
motives Mrs Galantro may have 
had, there is still puzzlement 
over how she managed to offer 
the discounts without either 
Penguin or the publisher's main 
auditors, Arthur Anderson, ap- 
parently being aware of them. 


Thomas 
suggests 
half-waj 
house 
for ITV 

Cathy Newman 


Ward Thomas, chairman 
Yorkshire-iyne lees Tfelevisi 
will today add his voice to 
mounting calls for a wholes 
c onsol idation of the owners 
of ITVC but he wfll resist Gra 
da Group’s claims that a sin 
company should run ITV wi 
in a decade. 

Gary Robinson, chainnai 
Granada,' which last wi 
tabled its recommeni 
takeover offer for Yorksh 
said last month that all f 
companies should be control 
by a “single entity”. Althoi 
Mr Thomas wfll broadly ag 
with Mr Robinson, his prosp 
tive boss, he will recommen 
half-way house at first, with i 
companies sharing ITV. 

In a speech to be given at 
Institute of Economic Affa 
Mr Thomas will say: “I bell 
that further consolidation 
called for, perhaps down 
two players, and perhaps ev 
tualfy down to the one player 
cently advocated by Granad 

Mfr Thomas Mil go on to c 
line the benefits of contim 
rationalisation, suggesting t 
ITV is hampered by conflict 
interests and disagreements 
tween disparate parties. “1 
object will be to create a ct 
party which could start to 
come a significant player 
the world,” he will say. 

Meanwhile, United New: 
Media, which is vying w 
Granada and Carlton Conn 
nications far control of ITV* 
last week’s £372m bid for H 
Group, has scheduled talks w 
S4C Digital Networks (SD 
about taking Yorkshire’s sts 
in the company bidding fort 
remaining digital terresti 
television multiplex. 

Malcolm V/alL deputy dir 
tor of United Broadcasting 
Entertainment, said yesterd 
“We are having detailed ta 
with SDN on Thursday." . 
said United may not buy Yo 
shire’s stake in SDN outrig 
but. could commit to futi 
funding over a period of tin 

Yorkshire was forced to ab: 
don its agreement with SDN 
ter Granada's takeover b 
Granada already has access 
digital terrestrial broadcast) 
through its joint ownership 
British Digital Broadcast!] 
the group which won three d 
imltemstriallicetoeslastwa 
Carlton also has a 50 per a 
stake in the company. 

It is thought Scottish Met 
Group would be interested 
getting involved with SDN. 
also emerged yesterday ft 
Scottish Media's £105m pi 
chase of Grampian Tfelevisi 
was unlikely to face a public i 
terest lest by the Independe 
Television Commission. 

Scottish Media already ow 
Scottish Television and tl 
Glasgow Herald and Eveni 
Times. 


agency, agreed at the weekend 
to assist in Penguin's suit and has 
said he wfll repay at least Sim. 
An investigation into what 
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S&N stays a step ahead of rivals 


Q cause to be delighted by the Gov- The In vestment Column 

V-J eminent 's decision to block the — 

takeover of Carlsberg-Tfetley by Bass, EDITED BY MAGNUS GRIMOND 


K_/emment s decision to block the 
takeover of Carisberg-lbtley by 
its closest brewing rival. If it had been 
waved through, Bass would have 
leapfrogged S&N to become the largest 
brewer in the UK with a market share 
approaching 40 per cent. More im- 
portantly it would have had a brewing 
stranglehold in certain parts of the 
country, notably in the Midlands, 
where it would have controlled almost 
three-quarters of beer supply. 

Without the takeover, the ail Log 
Carlsberg-Tetley is left to limp along on 
its own. It will probably have to close 
some of its breweries and certainly have 
to spend plenty of money to revi talis e 
its brands. The Monopolies & Merg- 


costs associated with Courage, rose 21 
percent to £374m for the year to April 
Merrill Lynch forecasts current year 
profits of £423m, putting the shares, 
down 4.5p at 646 _5p, on a prospective 
p/e ratio of 13. Good value. 


institutional pension funds, which can 
reclaim the tax aedits on dividends, have 
less incentive to invest in high-yielding 
stocks amply for their dividend income. 
. This is less of an issue for compa- 

niMaiifl, ..'.u; ■ ... c 


muu ux xjuou vame. wifo high-yielding shares whidi ^an 

afford to make up the difference by 

Taxing questions 

before Wednesday 2fd £5 


cash outflow which would hit profits 
-and some might have to increase their 
contributions. Those most affected will 
be groups with big, rich pensions 
funds in relation to their profits or 
liabilities. Examples include ICI. 
British Steel Imperial Ibbacco and pri- 
vatised groups such as BG, the old 
British Gas, and BX which has already 
sheDed out £lbn to top up its pension 
fund after last year’s cut in the tax 
credit. 


Whelan sells £17m 
of shares to fund 
Wigan stadium 
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Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 
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"dentifying the UK company shares 
likely to be hit hardest by Gordon 


ers Commission inquiry has in effect 
put the company in limbo for the past 
year and it will take time to put its bouse 


year and it win take time to put its bouse 
in order. Meanwhile, S&N should be 


1 likely to be hit hardest by Gordon 
Brown’s Budget on Wednesday 
has been taxing investors* minds for 
weeks now. The obvious targets of the 
windfall tax aside, one likely Budget 
proposal which could have a demis- 


able to capitalise on Cadsberg-letley’s taring effect is the widely expected cut. 


disarray and pick up extra business. 

Fortunately, S&N forced through its 
own blockbuster merger before the 
arrival of the new Government and 
what looks like a crackdown on brewing 
consolidation. Its purchase of Courage 
in August 1995 has proved a good deal. 
Brewing profits rose from £121m to 


or abolition, of the tax credit on 
dividends. 

Certa in high-yielding stocks look vul- 
nerable if Mr Brown cuts the tax cred- 
it attached to advance corporation tax, 
which is currently 20 per cent and 
could be chopped to 10 per cent The 
behaviour of fond managers, many of 


£177m last year. Wisely, S&N has whom have spent the past few years 
chosen to concentrate on profits rather deserting high-yielding shares, is a 


than chase market share. This it has guide. With tax credits worth less, 
achieved by marketing hard its higher- 


signals - are most vulnerable to being 
dumped by fund managers. 

Good examples are food manufac- 
turers - particularly Dalgety, Albert 
Fisher and Booker -which have sky- 
high- yi elds, but axe struggling to find 
grow* in their main businesses. Also 
on the high-yielding, but weak profits 
growth, hit list are Thorn, Harrisons 
& Crosfield, Coats Viyefla, P&O, De 
La Roe, English China Clays and 
Kwik Save. 

Longer term, any cut or abolition in 
dividend tax credits would depress the 
value of company pension funds, which 
are rated by actuaries on the basis of 
their potential dividend streams. Com- 
panies which thought they had a handy 
pension surplus may nave to start 
paying pension contributions - a real 


it centres 
property 


margin premium brands such as Kro- 
nenbotng and Beck's, cutting expenses 
by£70m a year with the closure of two 
breweries and the axing of 1,800 staff 
and pushing through price increases. 

SAN's managed pub business is 
also going great guns, with profits up 
12 per cent to £149m in the year as it 
rapidly rolls out themed pubs such as 
Chef & Brewer, Rat & Parrot and John 
B arras. Drink and especially food 
sales from these new outlets are boom- 


Scottish and Newcastle: At a elance 


U K Active Value, the “vulture 
fund” headed by Brian 
Myerson and Julian Heger, 
could yesterday lay claim to its sec- 
ond scalp in a matter of days. Last 
week it was Hogg Robinson and now 
Greycoat, the central London prop- 
erty group, has confirmed mom- 
trailed plans to sell its flagship office 
development at Embankment Place 
in London’s Charing Cross for £2 12m 
and buy back up to a quarter of its 
shares on a one-for-four basis at 
171p a share. Both companies have 
received the attentions of UKAV. 
but neither is admitting the fund had 
any influence on their plans. 

Certainly Greycoat was putting 
forward a good case for originality 
yesterday as it revealed that pre-tax 


Market value £4.0bq share price 646 Jp 


profits of £13m replaced losses of 
£300,000 in the year to March. The 
group was saying, with some just- 
ification, that it had been, apparent 
since at least 1993 that Embankment 
Place, representing half its £41 9m 
property holdings, made its portfolio 
top heavy. "ifesteriWs deal, understood 
to be with the Brunei Investment 
Authority and done at the equivalent 
of a 15 per cent net yield, suggests it 
was worth waiting. 

. Gearing will now fell to 62 per cent, 
allowing plenty of headroom to finance 
the other £50m required for the 
redevelopment of the group’s three big 
Cily development properties at 
Gresham Street, Bishopsgate and 
Great St Helens. Those should be 
ready in nice time for the peak of the 
current cycle, which Greycoat expects 
in 1999. By the same token, Moor 
House, the other potential £100m 
project in the City, win not be 
proceeded with unless a 50 per cent 
pre-let can be obtained. 

Barclays de Zoete Wedd is 
forecasting a rise in net assets per share 
from the current 172p to 195p this year. 
So the shares, up 2p at !6o5p, look 
reasonable value as a punt on London 
property. 


Five-year record 

Turnover (£hn) 


Pre-tax profits (£m) 


Earnings per share (p) 




ing and h plans to spend another £150m 
this year, up from £1 1 6m last time, con- 
verting another 200 of its pubs to 
themed outlets. With all the big pub 
chains pouring money into their man- 
aged estates, there have been worries 
that returns will start to tail off. But the 
market still looks far from saturated. 

The only real black spot is Center 
Fares, its indoor holiday park chain, 
where profits fell 12 per cent to £72m. 
S&N was guilty of taking its eye off the 
ball in continental Europe, where 
poor economic conditions have damp- 
ened demand and attendances have 
fallen sharply. The jury is still out on 
whether it can rectify the situation by 
introducing new facilities, but at least 
the UK business is showing a marked 
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David Whelan, the former 
Blackburn Rovers footballer 
who is chair man of JJB Sports, 
has sold £17m of shares in the 
company to help fond a new sta- 
dium for Wigan Athletic foot- 
ball club. 

Mr Whelan, who is chairman 
of Wigan, said he had sold the 
shares ahead of tomorrow’s 
Budget to take advantage of leg- 
islation on capital ga i n s tax. 

He said he feared that Gor- 
don Brown, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, would end cap- 
ital gains roll-over relief which 
limi ts or defers the tax payable 
provided the proceeds are in- 
vested in another business. 

“I think the Chancellor will 
end that, so by selling now I will 
not have to pay the 40 per cent 
tax,” Mr Whelan said. 

“If there wasn’t a Budget on 
Wednesday I wouldn't be 
selling.” 

Mr Whelan sold 33 million 
shares at 481 p each However, 
he and ins family gt-fli control 55 
per cent of the fest-growing 
company and Mr Whelan has 


start in September and is sched- 
uled to take 12 to 15 months. 
Wigan were promoted to the 


■ i£h. 
-»*■*** 
*r- s 


second division of the football . 
league last season and Mto 




Selling fast David Whelan 
wanted to beat the Budget 


undertaken to sell no more 
shares for 12 months. 

He said his family remained 
as committed as ever to the 
company; “We still live and 
breathe it. We love it.” 

Mr Whelan will use the share 
proceeds to help fund a new 
£20m stadium for Wigan which 
it will share with Orrell, the 
rugby union club. 

Construction of the 25.000 
all-sea ter stadium is expected to 


league last season and M” 
Whelan said he was hoping for 
more success in the coming 
campaign. 

“We are going to fight like 
hell for it," he said. 

The share sale comes just two 
weeks after Mr Wbelan gave his 
grandchildren £28tn of shares 
for inheritance tax reasons. The 
gift made two-week-old Paul 
Sharpe one of foe youngest 
millionaires in Britain. 

Separately JJB Sports issued 
on upbeat trading statement 
showmg that in the 22 weeks to 
29 June like-for-like sales were 
IS per cent ahead of the same 
period last year. 

Total sales, including new 
openings and additional floor- 
space, were 60 per cent higher.^ 
Though this is lower than the 71 ^ 
per cent increase announced in 
April, the company said this was 
due to a relatively poor start to 
1996 because of adverse 
weather conditions. 

JJB shares were unchanged 
at 492Jp. 
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Ronson to fight Hodgson compensation 


Sameena Ahmad 


Ronson is set to contest the pay- 
ment of any compensation to 
Howard Hodgson, the multi- 
millionaire who was ousted as 
chief executive of the company 
last month, according to com- 
pany insiders. Mr Hodgson, 
who was unavailable for com- 
ment yesterday, was on a two- 
year rolling contract that paid 
£150.000 per annum. 

Separately, it is thought that 


Mr Hodgson harbours aspira- 
tions to. buy some parts of the 


tions to. buy some parts of the 
lighter to leather goods group. 
Directors at the company, 
which has served up two prof- 
its warnings in the past four 
months, want to slim down op- 
erations to focus on its core 
branded lighters and watches. 

Ronson also sells sunglasses, 
pens, leather luggage and jew- 
ellery as well as operating home 
shopping, duty-free and pack- 
aging businesses. 


While the group said no de- 
risions bad been made on the 
future shape of the company, 
Alan KHkermy, a non-executive 
director, said the company had 
“tried to get into too many mar- 
kets”. 

Commenting on the sugges- 
tion that there might be fat to 
trim in the company, Mr 
Kilkenny said: “You can be as- 
sured that there will not be 
profligacy from now on.” 

He was speaking as the com- 


pany reported pre-tax losses of 
£2.2m for foe year to Decem- 
ber compared to £4m of prof- 
its made in 1995. 

The losses, £200,000 higher 
than foe group predicted when 
it posted a financial warning in 
June, were attributed to relo- 
cation and reorganisation ex- 
penses, costs from shipping 
products which were not in 
stock to meet orders, reduced 
margins and a £900,000 bad 
debt provision. Sales, which 


fell 7 per cent, had been hit by 
a factory fire. 

Laurie Todd, finance director, 
said he did not expect further 
provisions, but warned that 
first-half losses would be “sig- 
nificant" in order fo invest in re- 
viving foe Ronson brand. A new 
information technology system 
was likely to cost around £lm. 

Shaun Dowling, executive 
chairman, said there was “solid 
demand” for foe group's prod- 
ucts. 


Lonrho yesterday confirmed 
the coDapse of merger talks with 
JQ, foe first black-controlled 
South African mining house, 
which would have created a 
$3bn (£l.Sbn) minerals group. 
Shares in the British-based 
hotels to cotton farming group 
fell 4p to 127.5p on foe news. 

No reason was given for foe 
failure of foe negotiations, first 
revealed last mouth, but reports 
from Jo hannesb urg suggest that 
there were disagreements over 
ownership, management and 
financing. Last week, Roland 
“Tiny” Rowland, the former 
chief executive and still a large 
shareholder in foe group, hit out 
against the merger as part of a 
campaign to enlist investor sup- 
port against foe deal. He said 
yesterday he was pleased to hear 
that it had now been called off. 

“If they had gone ahead with 
a merger with JCI, I would have 
sued some of foe directors.... It 
was a rotten deal for share- 
holders. Lonrho no longer has 
an effective board. They are re- 
ceivers, there to sell off parts of 
foe group.” 

Nick Morrell, Lonrho chief 
executive, refused to elaborate 
on why the talks foundered. 


“For a number of reasons these 
discussions have , terminated. 
We may come back to them 
about coaL but we haven’t de- 
cided yet,” Mr Morrell said. The 
original talks with JCI were to 
discuss a possible merger of the 
two companies' coal interests, 
which lie next to each other in 
South Africa. Mr Morrell said 
it “makes very good sense” to 
put Lonrfao’s Duiker Mining 
■business together with JCFs 
Tkvistock Collieries operation, 
but added: “We would not be 
interested in selling Duiker.” 

The ending of foe corporate 
merger talks wfll revive specu- 
lation that other South African i 
mining groups, such as Anglo 
Vhal and Genoor, are interested 
in bidding for Lonrho. Mr Row- 
land said Anglo American, 
which owns around 27 per cent 
of Lonrho, should now bid at foe 
201p, a share price at which it 
bought shares from him. Anglo 
has been ordered by foe Euro- 
pean Commission to reduce its 
stake in Lonrho to below 10 per 
cent on competition grounds. 

Mr Morrell said he had 
received no offers from anyone 
and he also refused to confirm 
reports that foe group would 
now accelerate its break-up 
plans. 


Cathy Newman 


Bath Press Group, foe bool^ - 
printer that was founded by the 
inventor of shorthand. Sir Issac 
Roman, is aiming to expand into 
France within a year and intends 
to partly fund any acquisition 
with a rights issue. 

The company, which came to 
the market two years ago. said 
yesterday it could spend only 
around £3m in cash^and would 
therefore need to launch a 
rights issue if it puOed off its 
plans far expansion. Bath Press, 
which bought Proost, foe Bel- 
gian book printer last August 
has already held informal talks 
with several operators in foe 
French market * 

Roy IRQ, tbe company's chief 
executive, said in the longer 
term be may look at taking foe 
company into mass-market pa- 
perbacks through acquisition. 
Bath Press prints academic 
books and retail non-fiction. 

Reporting a 92 per cent 
increase in pre-taxf.profits to 
£5 -5m for foeyearto foe end of 
March, Mr HM said yesterday . 
he would order a £l^m printing Im- 
press in Glasgow towards foe 
end of the year and a new 
binding plant would be installed 
in foe Bath centre this month. 
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The truth of the 
-matter is, that 

while utility regulation 
i' rnsy be in need of 
. ' some institutional 
«■ reform, its underlying 
j. foundations are 
essentially sound' 


ihe privatised utilities - 
mg scale regulation and 
be subjected to a 

by dvfl servants j 
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01 the process, most of these su g ges t ed in- 
fcoyauons will have been quietly buried. 

So mature, considered and generally 
unrcvolutionary did Margaret Beckett’s 


was 


thenew President of the Board ofTrade to 
away from all that was said while to the 
other side of the fence. Rate of return reg- 
manon is ruled Out entirely. Executive remu- 


* ^-T j V r.Trt m f«Tl 


of John Major. She's also going to stick with 
the idea of independent regulation, free from 
political interference. 

And in an admission that she would 
never have made in opposition. Mis Beck- 
ett concedes that “the combination of com- 
petition, regulation, and the introduction of 
new technology m the utilities since pri- 
vatisation has m most areas brought bene- 
fits in the form of lower prices to con- 
sumers”. Well there's a thing, it seems that 


Mrs Thatcher bull something worth pre- 
serving, after aD- 

The truth of the matter is, of course, that 
while utility regulation may be in need of 
some institutional reform,, its underlying 
foundations are essentially sound. In scone 
cases, notably telecommumcauous and gas, 
regulators have already succeeded in iron- 
ing out virtually all the early privatisation 
excesses, so much so that the introduction 
of new-fangled ideas such as profit sharing 
might actually work against the interests of 
die customers they are meant to protect. 

That’s particularly the case with gas where 
old-style price cap regulation is now so 
severe that there is a real chance that 
TtansCo won't earn the regulator’s assumed 
rate of return. Under profit sharing, cus- 
tomers would end up having to help meet 
the difference with higher prices. 

In other utilities regulators are well on the 
way to achieving the same thing. The excep- 
tion is the moss recent price regulated pri- 
vatisation, tail, which is being left out of Mrs 
Beckett's review. John Prescott is deter- 
mined to keep the railways as his own spe- 
cial plaything. 

For a party that made so much out of pri- 
vatised excess while in opposition, the irony 
is that now it’s in government there’s not 
much left to be done about it, other than a 
little tinkering at the edges. There may be 
some scope for standardising general prin- 
ciples of economic regulation across the util- 
ities, and the cult of personality among reg- 


ulators certainly needs to be curtailed. 
Under its own steam, however, price cap reg- 
ulation is now delivering for customers m 
exactly the way it was always intended to. As 
with so many other thing s, it all came too 
late to help foe Tbries. 




Brown won’t be able 
to please everyone 

ordon Brown has kits of constituencies 


markets, he needs to produce a fiscally re- 
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Investment and offset the effect of the ex- 
pected abolition of tax credits on dividends. 
For Old Labour, it has to be a Budget with 
a social conscience. Measures to help the 
poor, reduce unemployment and crack- 
down era the fat cats will have to be includ- 
ed alongside anything that helps business. 

Then there are the economic pundits, a 
small but hard-to-please elite of conoscenti 
Only a raft of measures to dampen down the 
consumer boom and hah starling’s soaraway 
appreciation will satisfy them. And finally 
there’s Middle England, or New Labour. 
This is the most difficult constituency of all 
to square with the others. It expects some 
fiscal tightening but not that much. Dress it 
up is green clothing and it becomes that 
much more acceptable. But at what point 
does fiscal tightening become a breach of 


ammunition to be able to say, cxeuuMy, _ 
told you so. ifhcpuHs aD that oft he realty 
wfll be a Chancellor to remember. 


City for weeks now. He has told Unilever 
watchers to expea the unexpected and 
Hemznas been one of a raft of names linked 
with hs shopping list With Heinz nowsoem- 
mgty ruled out, perhaps the rumour mill wfil 
turn to other US consumer goods compa- 
nies, hke Campbell Foods and CFC 
Or maybe not Actually, Mr FitzGerald 
■has persistently stressed since announcing 
the speciality chemicals disposal bis inten- 


FitzGerald’s strategy 
will take some time 

U nilever's sale of its John West canned 
fish business to Heinz seems to lay at 
least one stock market canard to rest— that 




tilt at foe Pitisbqi#! baked bean leviathan 
itself! It wouldn’t make a lot of sense to sell 


intended to bid for. _ 

Unilevttris chairman, N&all FitzGerald, bas 

been playing a good guessing game with the 


mouth-watering opportunities in emerging 
markets such as the Ear East arid central and 
eastern Europe, Buying Campbell would not 
achieve that aim. And even UPC, which is 
more international than most, ^tit) makes 
half its profits in mature markets such as the 
US and Europe. The difficulty for Mr 
FitzGerald is that while the City keeps look- 
ing for the big deal, his alternative strategy 
is going to take some time to realise. Most 
branded goods companies in emerging mar- 
kets are family owned and relatively gmalL 
In any case. Mr FitzGerald wants to build 
his own brands in these markets. 

While there might be a few deals long the 
way, therefore, much of this development is 
bound to be organic. It is something Coca 
Cola-has been doing for years - starting from 
scratch in new markets and building the 
brand. Hie problem is that Unilever has a 
bit of ground to make up. Only a third of its 
profits come from emerging markets. Mean- 
while that earnings dilutive £5bn wifi keep 
burning a hole in Mr FitzGerald’s pocket 


review 


Chris Godsmark 

^Business Correspondent 


. The Government yesterday 
pledged to redress the balance 
between utility customers and 
r shareholders with a review of 
«2|fi tu privatised companies are 
' "ifcgulaled. but admitted that the 
main planks of the existing sys- 
tem were likely to be preserved. 

-'Key plans to ensure poorer 
^consumers did not come out 
™ ..worse off from emerging do- 
. .. .ipestic energy competition also 
vpn into immediate conflict 
from the Gare Spottiswoode, 
• . the gas regulator, who warned 
against one group of customers 
, subsidising another. 

Margarelt Beckett. President 
. of the Board of Trade, said the 
uueiricpartmcntal review, which 
would take several months, 
. would look at all aspects of the 


holders interests came first and 
promised any changes would 
leave “a very tough", regime. 
“Satisfied consumers are the key 
to regulatory stability. The bal- 
ance between the returns to 
shareholders and those to con- 
sumers from efficiency gains is 
part of this debate.” . 


However, she also sought to 
reasstse companies dial some 
of the more radical proposals 
previously floated had been 
ditched. "Were not talking 
about the Government taking 
control by the backdoor." 

One option, trailed by 
Labour before the election. 


was to introduce annual profit 
sharing to cream off any excess 
profits which were not intended 
to emerge under longer-running 
price regimes. It would work 
alongside the exuning price cap 
system, which limits tells through 
a formula based an inflation. 

Mis Beckett also confirmed 


the Government bad ruled out 


moving to a rate-of-retum reg- 
ulation system oo the US model, 


ulatiou system on the US model, 
where prices are directly linked 
to investment spending, winch 


to "gold plate” their networks. 

The profit sharing plans ran 
into swift opposition from Mid- 


Severn Trent shareholders get £134m 


_ . .. price wntrols.and.divideads to 
’ .ifansumcr representation. The 
. .results would then go out to 
public consultation. 

• She said privatisation had 
gtyen the impression thatsbare- 


Severn Brent, the privatised water company 
yesterday announced plans to band back 
£134m to its shareholders, just two days _ 
before the Government reveals in the ' 
Budget how much the company wfll have 
to pay under the windfall tax, writes Chris 
Godsmark. 

The Birmingham-based group Mamed 
the unfortunate timing of the capital re- 
structuring plan on the need to obtain ap- 
proval from shareholders at its annfatf 
general meeting on 30 Juty The an- . . 
nouacement pushed Severn 
op 13p to TftJ5yL . > _«!• 

The capital reorganisation, sMarto 
those made by Southern Electric and-. 
Yorkshire Water this yean completes a 10 
per cent share buy-back plan announced 


last November Southern carried out just 
over half the operation in December; buy- 
ing back 5 percent of its shares at a cost 
of £12L5m. It faBmed a rethink after the 
company's planned takeover (/South West 
blacked hy the Government. 

Man Costin/finttnre titrachm denied the 
latest move shewed the company had' 
room to pay the windfall tax. Research fry 
Goldman Sachs estimated the company 
cohtdptcy between £L5Dm and £264mofa 
tidal toy that could reach ^bn. 


twin the capital restructuring and the 
^d^tez-Thetimftnbtefrnrthidlsffib- 
tated If our agm date,” Mr Costin said. 

He saMflKcaphalrestructurhigwas the 
most efficient way to hand bade cash to in- 


vestors, with the benefit that all sharer 
holders would share in the gains. Tbe 
iaove,niDch has to be carried out by 11 Au- 
gust, wfll cost the company £L34m based 
on Friday’s dosing share price of 7645p. 

The ^tnirtnring famdves Iss ui ng share 
holders with a new ordinaiy share worth 
62p and a new class of U B 7 ' share worth 38p 
for every existing share with an issued val- 
ue of lWp. Sevan Tbent will offer to buy 
bock afi the B shares, free of commission 
charges, through merchant bankers 
Schraders. Hie company wfil also consol- 
idate the ordinary shares, giving investors 
19shares Cor every 20 held. 

Mr Costin did not discount the possi- 
bility of Itarther buybacks after the wind- 
fall tax. 


lands Electricity, tbe US-owned 
regional power company. Mfloe 
Hughes, chief executive, 
warned; “Profit sharing is both 
bureaucratic and It puts up 
costs. It damages incentives 
and it pushes up prices.” 

Ofwat, the water watchdog, 
also cast doubt on the system. 
“Tbe question is whether that 
reduces incentives so customers 
get a larger share of a smaller 
cake," said a spokeswoman. A 
DTI source later stressed the 
need for regulatory consistency, 
describing Ofwafs voluntary 
system of profit sharing as 
^slightly bonkers”. 

Another concern was that 
prepayment meter customers 
on low incomes were seeing the 
smallest savings from domestic 
energy competition because 
they cost more to supply. “We 
must ensure that competition 
provides a better deal for all 
consumers, including the poor- 
est," said Mrs Beckett 

Ms Spottiswoode said it was 
impossible to have "invisible 


In brief 


Gas market to start early in Scotland 

The next phase in the opening of the domestic gas market will 
start on 1 November, giving choice to 2 million homes in Scot- 


The next phase in the opening of the domestic gas market will 
start on 1 November, giving choice to 2 million homes in Scot- 
land and tbe North-east of England, the gas watchdog, Ofgas, 
said. The date, two weeks earlier than that predicted by inde- 
pendent suppliers, was possible because TfensCfo, the British Gas 
pipeline business, was bidding a separate computer system to man- 
age the process. Full competition across the UK wiS follow in 
stages, ending with London and Surrey on 19 June 1998. 


Midlands dampens competition hopes 


Midlands Electricity cast doubt on the cost savings from domestic 
electricity competition, which will begin next April In one of the 
most damning public attacks so far by a regional power company. 


Mike Hughes, chief executive, said: “People should not expect 
the fall in electricitv prices in 1998 like the fall in gas prices. Eleo- 


the fall in elearirity prices in 1998 like the fall in gas prices. Elec- 
tricity is not a parallel to gas." He said 1998 was costing to com- 
pany “real money - very high levels” but would only affect for 


7 per cent of bills, of which 1 per cent was currently profit “It’s 
difficult to see bow immediate price cuts wfll occur,” he warned. 


TV watchdog cracks down on sales staff 


cross subsidies”. “There’s no 
point in trying to fight for things 
that are not possible any more." 


The TTC moved to prevent cable and satellite operators issuing 
misleading information about their competitors. The watchdog 
bas told cable and satellite companies that some employees had 
■distorted subscribers’ decisions by giving ‘farideadingand deni- 
gratory information” about their competitors. The rTC has now 
asked licensees to train and monitor sales and subscriber man- 
agement staff, and to maintain a register of complaints from com- 
peting service providers. 


Norwich Union appoints finance director 


Andersen 
elects Grafton 
to resolve row 


Norwich Union has appointed Micheal Biggs as finance director, 
a fortnight after the fife insurer’s flotation. Mr Biggs b currently 


Richard Hervey, who wffl become group chief executive of the 
company in January 1998. Responsibility for Norwich Union's in- 
texnational businesses wfil be assumed ttylbm Fraser, who joined 
the company from Erast & Young two years ago. 


Biocure buys needle disposal company 


Roger Tfrapp 

• The board of Andersen World- 
wide, the international ac- 
counting and consulting firm, 
has appointed its chairman as 
acting chief executive in an 
effort w defuse the row that has 
seen the organisation’s partners 
twice reject the management's 
nomination for chief executive. 

The 27-strong board said the 
unanimous election of Robert 
Grafton, a 25-year veteran of the 
Chicago-based firm, “decou- 
ples the CEO electoral process 
from the separate and distinct 
process of achieving constructive 
organisational change • 

At a meeting in Paris earlier 
a- this year the firm’s 2,700 part- 
ly nt -rs overwhelmingly decided to 
keep the Arthur Andersen ac- 
counting arm and the Andersen 
Consulting operation together. 
But it is clear that continuing 
‘ tensions about the future of the 

world’s biggest accounting ana 
.«.ii inn firm were beoiBO 


worm » ~ “ r^ 5 . j 

consulting firm ^re behind 
the failure tasMnotUh or first Jim 
Wadia, head of the UK ac_ 
counting operation, and then 
George Shaheen, world-wide 

head of Andersen Consulting, 
tp secure the two- thirds majority 
necessary to succeed Lawrence 
Wemhach as managing partner- 
chief executive. 

■4* Mr Wcfabach - seen as a 
; * ..'■statesmanlike*’ figure jjnd °*- 
■ Xr > *he architects of the 1989 q»« 
T Jiwecn the traditional business 
advisory arm Arthur Andersen 


and Andersen Consulting, 
which has increasingty become 
associated with imoonation 
technology projects and out- 
sourcing - is not seeking a. 
third tern as head off afinntEBC 
employs about 100,000 people 
and last year reported revenue^, 
of $93bn (£5.7bn). He plans 
retire to pursue other interests 
at the end of next month. 

Under the interim arrange- 
ments announced yesterday, 
following the board's weekend 
meeting m New York, a group 
of about 10 partners will be se- 
lected to conduct a wide-rang- 
ing review by neat swing. 

It is understood that the 
group will examine “anything 
and everything” , including such 
issues as reorganmog tbe board 
to reflect the fact that, the con- 
sulting operation is now as 
large as tbe accounting firm and 
friction over believed differ- 
ences in earnings between US 
partners and those in tbe rest 
of the world. The team will also 
look at ways of improving the 
firm’s already renowned tecty“ 
nology and training efforts as 
well as how to build em its ser- 
vice to clients. 

Tbe board hopes That having 
a much smaller group than the 
Andersen 21 body, which in- 
volved more than 70 partners 
when discussing the first over- 
haul of the firm since the con- 
sulting operation became a 


Biocure Holdings has bought a company roughly twice its size, 
Needle Incinerator Company (NIC), a specialist in the on-site 
disposal of medical biohazardous waste which has developed an 
innovative needle disposal system. Biocure is paying for the deal 
by issuing 100,537,578 new ordinary shares to the current share- 
holders of NIC, valuing NIC at around £77 7m 

The company is also changing its name to Medisys, and has 
appointed Michael Coy, Brian Timmons and James Chan, directors 
of NIC, to tbe.board of Biocure as managing director, finance 
director and commercial director respectively. 

Biocure is also delisting from the Official List and transfer- 
ring to AIM. It win hold an EGM on 25 July to seek sharehold- 
er approval, and deaiinp; on AIM will start on 28 Juty. NIC’s needle 
disposal products are forecast to have a big impact in the US and 
Mexico- NIC made tosses of £668,000 in the year to 31 
May 199 6, and losses of £990,000 in the seven months ended 31 
December 1996. 
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Abbey National opens branch in Safeway 
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In tbe can: Chairman Niall FitzGerald wants to focus on ‘power brands’ 


Photograph: John Lawrence 


Unilever sells John West to Heinz 


Abbey National is to open its first in-store bank branch in a Safe- 
way supermarket as part of the cooperation deal between tbe two 
companies. A branch of Abbey Nananal would be opened [in Safe- 
way’s Leicester store on 15 Juty for a one-year trial period, and 
would, offer a wide range of personal financial services, the two 
companies said. 

In March, Abbey National and Safeway launched the ABC 
Bonus Account as a debit account for Safeway shoppers. "The 
two companies are^ working together to provide an integrated pack- 
age of jomtty-toranded financial services, from personal loans to 
household insurance, as well as developing technology to pro- 
vide further in-store financial facilities,'’ they said. 


P&O expecting ruling on ferry merger 


Mge! Cope 

^Corespondent 


dedsaoD-makiQg process. 


Xlotever has sold its UK-based 
Tolg^kst Foods business to HJ 
Heart and Co far around £40m- 
Therale is part of the strategy 
out&ied by NiaH FitzGerald, 
Umfcver's chairman, of focus- 
ing on “power brands* that it 
can market arotmdthe world. 

BestJcoownforife canned 


particularly salmon, John West 
Ins not been a high maigin busi- 
ness for Unilever as the com- 
pany does not manufacture or 
can tbe products. Based in Uv- 
eipool, the UK business employs 
just 88 people in importing, 


of canned fish and vegetables 
were no longer considered a pri- 
ority. However, ft wfll retain the 
John West operations in Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand as 
these are part of larger inte- 


bom near Edinburgh, who em- 
igrated to the United States. It 
was formed as a partnership in 
the lSfiOs with the first John 
West salmon products reaching 
England in 1869. 


tions. The business achieved 
sales of £15 Dm last year 
- ■ Unilever said it was selling the 
business as the John Wfest range 


Famed for its advertising do 
gan “It’s the fish that John 
West rejects that makes John 
West tbe best* tbe company was 
founded by John West, a Scot 


in Liverpool and the company 
has been associated with 
Unilever since the 1920s. It has 
been a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Unilever since the 1960s. 


Lord Sterling, chairman of Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navi- 
gaticna, said he hoped for a dedskm ibis^ week from the Government 
cat the proposed merger between the company’s and Steaa Line’s 
cross-Channel ferry operations. He added that he was not con- 
cerned by decision last week by Margaret Beckett, President of 
the Board of 'frade, to block the takeover by Bass of Carisberg- 
Tfetley, as the deal was in a ‘‘rompletety different category”. How- 
ever, be recognised that the rejection was “a very unusual decs on". 


WPP feels sterling impact on revenues 


Robert Hanson set to sell crane maker for £400m 


Clifford 


Robert Hanson, the 37-year-old 
■ son of the Hanson group’s 

fuunderwho has been corporate 

. development director for two 
' wars, ft 25 been riven the job of 
off Grow Mfttflriwidgr the 
. Hanson group's US-based 
maker ofhytyfolfc cranes and 
aerial woraphnfonns. 
r> The sale, which will be 
’• conducted through an inter- 


national auction handled by 
the Goldman Sadis investment 
bank, is expected to raise 
around £400w. 

The anmxmrememyesteroay 
followed several informal ap- 
proaches from potential frade 
huyere and was made wfth the 
intention of flushing out other 
potential buyers. 

ft is the latest m a sequence 
of disposals by Hanson ance 
Lord Hanson reversed the 


policy in 1995. 

. Grove Worldwide was ac- 
quired as part of the K3dde 
group of businesses fa 1987, but 
rt was not included fa the port- 


merged with US Industries two 
years ago. Hanson's mainstay 
businesses axe fa building ma- 
terials, and- include ARC, 


Grove fa the largest US 


maker of cranes with plants in 
P ennsy lvania mid Nebraska 
andfaihe market leader in the 
UK, where it has a manufac- 
turing plant in Sunderland. It 
alsohas plants fa the UK, 
Prance and Germany and em- 
ploys around 5,000 people 
world-wide. 

Around 60 per cent of sales 
are fa the US, with a further 30 
per cent fa Europe, Africa and 
the Middle East Anatystssaid 


Grove’s turnover and profits 
were volatile, as would be ex- 
pected from a manufacturer of 
high-priced capital equipment 

it made an operating profit 
of£48mfa the lakfinandalyear 
on a turnover of £5 29m. That 
compared with a profit of just 
£12m on a turnover of £26 lm 
in 1994. 

In the first six months of the 
current financial year, howev- 
er, it reported an operating 


year. Hie group wamea a 
change fa the sales mix, ag- 
gressive poring by competitors 
and currency effects. 

Hanson in its demerged state 
since Imperial Tobacco and 
Mtflemmun Chemicals last Oc- 
tober has little debt, however, 
and the disposal of Grove could 
help finance new acquisitions 
for the core business. 


WPP Group said world-wide revenues in the first five months of 
1997 were up more than 7 per cent, while the impact of strong 
starting meant that reportable revenues were down slightly for 
the period. Overall, the advertising group said it was ahead of 
budget and ahead of last year in a “sound" trading environment. 

Sterling has strengthened considerably, fa WPP’s case on av- 
erage by 8 per cent, not only against the US dollar but even more 
so against continental European currencies and tbe Japanese yen, 
and as a result, reportable revenues were slightly down, the com- 
pany said. 

It said it achieved stronger revenue performances than the av- 
erage fa Latin America, Aria Pacific and the United States. Eu- 
rope grew by about 6 percent with some signs of a strengthening 
fa continental Europe. 


Bank of Scotland agrees bid for EFT 


The Bank of Scotland announced an agreed £89.6m bid for EFX 
a Glasgow-based leasing group. The offer fa worth I75p a share 
in cash, with a five-for-11 share alternative. The B ank, which has 
the support of holders of 9.72 per cent of EFT shares, intends 
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Budget gloom and US interest rates keep Footsie down 




Gordon Brown's Gist Budget is 
weighing heavily on the stock 
market- The usual deluge of 
weekend forecasts, ranging 
from the end of mortgage re- 
lief, a glut of “green" taxes and 
tiie already well-signalled wind- 
fall tax to the strike at institu- 
tional tax relief were enough to 
km all but the most deter- 
mined investment interest. 

Just to underline stock mar- 
kets are in for a highly uncer- 
tain week, with even the most 
deeply researched investment 
decisions likely to be found 
wanting, the Americans are 
due to start deliberating on 
their interest rates today. 

And to oile on the agony the 




Footsie struggled to restrain 
its fall to 35.7 points at 4,604.6. 
Supporting indices were also 
weak. 

Even the banking fraternity 
failed to keep up their spirits 
despite continuing specula- 
tion about a bid for National 
Westminster Bank. Barclays. 
still to produce a definitive de- 
nial of bid interest, fell 33p to 
l,192p and Abbey National, an- 
other rumoured NatWest part- 
ner. weakened 13.5p to S20p. 
Royal Bank of Scotland, last 
week touted as a sure-fire tar- 
get for HSBC tumbled 22_5p 
to 559.5p. NatWest lost a mod- 
est 3p to 807.5p. 

floated Halifax re- 
nn form with the 


MARKET REPO&T/ 

DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of tbc year 


ing conviction that at much 
above 200p the sum-of-the- 
parts valuation is unliketv to en- 
courage a break-up bid. 

Lonrho. another where parts 
could be worth more than the 
whole, fell 4p to 127J5p as 
merger talks with JCI. the 
South African group came to 
nothing. 

In the past few weeks the 
suspicion has grown that the 
discussions were doomed. 


FKL which failed to buy New- 
man Tonics after a fierce tittle 
battle earlier this year, 
emerged as a possible bidder. 
The engineer fell 3p to 170p. 

Severn Trent, returning 


13p to 777 Jp and Scottish- 
Power added 9p to 391p on 

Scottish & Newcastle, off 4.5p 
to 646 -So. and Him remained 


get, presumably to see if any tax 

measures are taken against 
alcopops- The shares touched 
140p when the alcoholic soft 
drink excitement was at its 
strongest. 

BSkyB remained in sad de- 
cline with futures activity ap- 
parently. doing the latest 
damage. UBS was said to have 
taken up a batch of September 
puts. In the cash market the 
shares fell 13 -5p to 440p. 

FI extech continued to dis- 
play relief that last week’s 
BBC and Pearson share sales 
were out of the way, rising 
20-5ptp643p. 

Ulster TV, on hopes it win 
be next in tine for a bid, rose 


Rolls-Royce, on fcars of 
forced sales, fell 95p to 2»-5p- 
Last week the aero cnguie 
group revealed overseas share- 
holders had topped the 29Sp 
per cent Government-imposed 
limit and excess shares were 
likely to be sold. 

Qrown Leisure softened 3p 
to 109 J5p- Interim profits were 
£552,000 against £466,000; the 
cost of developing an on-line 
lottcrv in pubs, clubs and shops 
will depress year's profits. 

JIB Sports held at 492Jp af- 
ter ch»inn Bn David Whelan 
sold 3.5 million shares at 4$0p 

through SBC Whitairg. The ob- 
ject of the exercise was to fi- 
nance a new stadium for 
Athletic. 


Taking Stock 
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njBarr & WailaceiArnoki 
-frost may be cdg&g towards 
the sale of Its MUm side. 
After recefiringdL&|ai offer 
from bin 

out from ftahJ^ft.gtttt&e dJ- 
vislon iqp-ferSSMe' tO^tfie' 
highest 

stnwtWapSS B tp fr f 

will emerge *s thewltwing 

bidder. 

BAWAl; where ftanfly tn- 
terests have 25 per cent, will 
use the casbito develop its 

motor sfde^ahxnd^out t6 . 
s hareboktes is, bwtret. 
librfy Tbe sbares were firm 
at 260Jpu^ ; - 

CJKays Food, nowtdcusing 

on home cm tovfats and 
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There are only so many official 
Rolex jewellers. 

How come so many of them 
are ours? 
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TTie finf official})' appointed Role* Kockot* in the UK The Goltbrnkii* Gmcp b 
probably cbe country* landing cknin of quality jewelkrs end has over 40 brandies which 
lack Roles. To End jour nearest Roles s rodri s f , call FREE on 0600 GOLDSMITHS. 
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the Bank of England was 
right on interest rates after all 


S o Kenneth Clarke was 
SSfS and the Banktf 

<JL W&? ?? S i ight 
mteresi rates two years ^ 

“““« the pS 

judgement was that he was 

E* * subsequent 
wem& llie economy did 
Mem to be growing more 

slowly and the rise did not 

seem to have been needed to 
Jw it further. We all knew 
mat Mr Clarke was wrong to 
Mock the Bank from 

“creasing interest rates in the 

^■“P to the election; but the 
accepted wisdom has been 
that on that firet occasion he 
wasnght. Indeed, even the 
Bank softened its line and 
tacitly admitted it had been 
wrmig to press for such an 
early increase in rates. 

- Now we know the Bank was 
right. Last week, long after the 
event, the statisticians an- 
nounced they had discovered 
the economy had been grow- 
ing more rapidly than they 
thought. GDP is now 1 percent 
higher than they estimated 
and most of the revisions refer 
bade to 1994 and 1995. 

lb many of us this did not 
come as a great surprise. Sta- 
tisticians have found it difficult 
'to measure activity in the ser- 
vice industries and usually have 
to upgrade their es timate s. In- 
tuitively, it felt as though the 
economy was expanding quite 
fast even when the figures did 
not confirm that, but econo- 
mists are trained to look at fig- 
ures zather than go out and find 
out what people are saying and 
doing. Last week's revisions to 
the data show they should 
have' believed their instincts 
rather than their screens. 

At one level this is all good 
sport it is nice to poke fun at 
economists earnestly analysing 
data that turns out to com- 
pletely wrong. But ft does cany 
less agreeable implications feu: 
future policy, because if policy 
was not tightened early 
enough, itwfll have to be tight- 
ened more now. We aD knew 


rates should have grae 
up last vraner, but the delay was 

a few “roths, which is 
.catastrophic. Now it 
clear that policy 
skoMd ideally have been tight- 
ened rather earlier - like Sen 
tne Bank originally wanted to 

—if the present expansion is not 

to get out of control. 

Or at least that is the new 
popu lar wisdom. Because 
growth has been faster than 
once thought and because the 
economy is now larger tha^ 
“Opght, it is dose to fill] ca- 
pacity. It follows that growth has 
to be pulled back, to its trend 
rate, 23-2.4 per cent, if there 
is not to .be art inflationary 
boom. This is the background 
to the calls for Mr Brown to 
take steps in the Budget to cool 
the housing market and dieck 
the growth of consumption. 

Anyone arguing this, 
though, ought just to consider 
one small passrodfty. Maybe the 
new data we are considering is 
just as flawed as the old. 

The particular data here 
that are relevant are those for 
the capacity of the eoonomy.In 
a predominantly manufactur- 
ing economy there is a dear 
limit to capacity: plants can pro- 
duce a certain amount of out- 
put and if demand exceeds 
that, then there is a combina- 
tion of a rise in imports and a 
rise in inflation as buyers com- 
pete for scarce products. But 
m a service economy capadty 
is a more elastic concept. Of 



Hamish 

McRae 

It is becoming 
clear that policy 
should have been 
tightened rather 
earlier - when the 
Bank originally 
wanted to - if 
present expansion 
is not to get 
out of control 

course there axe finite limits, 
but not only , are these less 
dear-cut; it is also possible to 

increase capadty more quickly. 
Indeed with some servke prod- 
ucts, like computer software,' 
capadty can be increased very 
rapidly and almost infinitely. 


Not only is the ceiling on 
capacity softer than before; it 
is also at least posable that it 
may be growing fester than was 
previously thought The his- 
torical growth rate of the UK 
economy has been around 23 
pier cent, though “ the 1980s 
it actually grew at 23 per cent 
If yon take 23 per cent 'and 
start from 1990, you can show 
that we are amsidy at full- 
capacity now. Have a look at 
the graph, derived from some 
work by Goldman Sachs. If the 
old data had been correct there 
would still be some spare 
capadty, though the gapvrouki 
be narrowing. Allow for the re- 
visions to the data and we are 
already hitting the 23 per cent 
trend fine drawn by Goldman. 
On the other hand, if the 


i in, there 


Speroen 
fine that 1 have drawn it 
would be some; 
even allowing for the new 
evidence on growth. 

Which view is right? It mat- 
ters for policy. If the former is 
correct there is a serious and 
immediate problem. If growth 
is not stowed ipjkkty we wiQ run 
into an infla tion problem very 
soon. But if the latter is oQrzect, 
then, while growth win have to 
be checked over the next 18 
months, there is less of an im- 
mediate danger. 

There is certainly some 
problem, for consumption is 
rising very rapidly (witness the 
figures yesterday) and the 


How close is the UK economy to full capacity ? 



housing market has an infla- 
tionary fizz toft. Ftirther cause 
for concern comes from foe 
money supply figures, also re- 
leased yesterday, which show 
broad money rising at an an- 
nual II per cent. If you let 
money supply rise that fast you 
are going to get a housing 
boom. So whatever view yon 
take on capacity, there is a case 
for higher interest rates. 

But there is also quite a bit 

of evidence that there is no gen- 
eral capacity shortage yet Un- 
employment has come down 
sharply, but foe past three 
months have seen a modest 
decline in the rate of earnings 
growth, not a rise as you might 
have expected. What seems to 
be happening is that the de- 
mand for labour is pulling 
back into the labour market 
people who had become dis- 
couraged from seeking em- 
ployment, like middle-aged 
women and early-retired men. 
This has enabled firms to cany 
on hiring without pushing up 
wage rates too much. There are 
specific labour shortages but 
not on a sufficient scale to lead 
to a general surge in pay rates. 

Nor is there a problem on 
the balance of payments. Hue 

the very last monthly figures did 

show a jump in imports, but the 
current account was in solid 
surplus during foe first three 
months of the year. Given the 
rate of growth of foe economy 
over the past three years yon 
would expect to see some sign 
of a deterioration during this 
tune. But in feet the current ac- 
count has moved from deficit 
to surplus. There may be a 
problem in the future but there 
k little evidence of it now. 

Given foe boom/bust history 
of recent years there is no 
cause for complacency. This is 
the stage of the cycle where we 

scateand duration ofthe ex- 
pansion, now in its shah year, 
things appear quite benign - 
and would have looked even 
more benign had the Bank 
won that little spat with Mr 
Oarke.two years ago. 


Sugar not doing business 
with Sunday newspaper 


Since Alan Sugar wwdhog 
to spend £llm on tanng wn- 
inho away from MiddJesoor- 


People & Business 
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investment by ^ 

chairman, a paltty £400,000 
in Sunday Business, foe news- 
paper, appears small beer m 
comparison. 

But a spokesman for Mr 
Sugar insists foe latter is ■ 

merely a rumour “that has 

been doing the rounds tor ■ 
the last three weds. There s 

nothing in ft- Alan Sugar has 

had enough trouble with 
journalists over the years. I 
hardly rtwnlt: he wants to start 
employing them.” 

Yesterday Mr Sugar was at 
die last extraordinary 

al meeting for Amstradj his 

creation which is to cease 
trading. What's left of it has 
been acquired by Viglen 
Technology. HEs spokesman 

assures me ft is footy only for 

Mr Sugar from now on. 
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Now NatWest Markets is 


as 


well as chief e x ecu t ives. 

Mark Dmbert,who leads 
NaiWest’s highly rated tele- • 

corns team, e defecting to 
Merrill I^nch, along with Jo 

OHver and telecoms equity 
salesperson Katie StilL 
Mr Lambert and co will 
join MexritTs telecoms team, 
headed by Orris McFadden, 
in September. A Merrill 
spokesman was cock-a-hoop: 
^We think: these are terrific 
additions. We look forward 
to adding them to an already 
strong team.” There could be 
a squabble over who gets the 


"Miring of defecting analysts, 
Rob Thomas, the bmding 
society specialist, left UBS 
for SBC Warburg two 
months ago. So it was rather 
puzzling when I phoned his 
old number at UBS yester- 
day, only to hear foe follow- 
ing mess age : “This is Rob 
Thomas, nl be out of foe of- 
fice until foe end of April.” 

A bit longer than April, 1 
think. 

One would have thought that 
if a company had gone 


End of an era: Alan Sugar 
has a footy-only future 

through a bad patch then ft 
wouldbe only too pleased to 
forget all about ft. But foe 
Investor Relations Society 
awards last Friday at foe 
Hyde Park Hilton opened up 
a wardrobe full of skeletons. 

John Humphries from the 
Today programme was hand- 
ing out the prizes and BP 
seemed to win most of them, 
including Best Company and 
Best Annual Report. So Ear 
so good. Then came the 
prize for “which company’s 
investor relations depart- _ 
tnent had performed best in 
i-rtafo management”. 

The three nominations 
were National Westminster 
Rank, Yorkshire Water and 
Matthew Clark. These names 
were read out to stunned si- 
lence. Were they really going 
to rake up Nat West's £90m 
options black hole, York- 
shire’s leaks and Matthew 
dark's profits warning? ■ 
Matthew Clark won. 

Then came foe award for 
corporate governance - 
would it be BTR or Emap? 
At these names there was a 
gasp of incredulity - wasn't 

Fmap the company which 

last year sacked a boatload 
of non-executive directors? 

The bemused guests were 
able to recover by dancing 
the night away with a band 
doing a creditable rendition 
of Spice Girls songs. 


Good news for those who 
work in Canary Wharf in 
London’s Docklands (and 
that includes The Indepen- 
dent). Yesterday a boat ser- 
vice started up between the 
pier at London Bridge anti ' 
Canary Wharf, costing £1 
each way and running half a 
dozen times a day. 

This promises to be a pop- 
ular alternative to foe Dock- 
lands Lieht Railway, 

with BZW joining 
Stanley and Credit 
Suisse in Docklands. 

Ogtivy & Mather, foe 
smooth advertising people, 
already have their own river- 
bus, HJD&M, which they 
brought with them six years 
ago when they moved to 
Docklands. Canary Wharf 
used to run a rivexbus, but 
this went bust around foe 
time Canary Wharf did, be- 
fore foe banks stepped in to 
foe rescue. There is some 
mystery over whether O&M 
pays anything for its boat or 
whether it is a “sweetener” 
offered by Canary Wharf. 

There is another puzzle. 
Tidal Cruises, the company 
operating foe new river boat 
service, is only contracted to 
serve people who work in 
Canary Wharf How will they 
tell who is eligible? Will 
everyone in BZW have to 
have it stamped on their 
foreheads? well have to 
waft and see. 

Audrey Carroll, one of the' 
few analysis at struggling 
Manchester stockbroker 
John Siddall. is leaving to 
join a number of former col- 
leagues at breakaway broker 
WH Ireland. The latter has 
snapped up a number of for- 
mer Siddall people, including 
Laurie Beevors, since it set 
up shop a year ago. This will 
not amuse SiddaD’s new 
owners, an AIM start-up 
called Integrated Asset Man- 
agement, chaired by Swiss 
banker Ferdinand lips. 

John Wiltcock 
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Light Blues have the talent to darken Oxford’s day 


The most ancient of interna- 
tional enemies might be about 
to lock horns at Old Trafford 
□gain this week, but the oldest 
first-class fixture of ail is at 
Lord's tomorrow when Cam- 
bridge meet Oxford in the 
]52nd Varsity match. 

While many would say it is 
well past its sell-by date, and that 
the first class status accorded to 
the universities is an anachron- 
misrn in this professional age, 
it has nevertheless been an en- 
couraging season for both 
teams. Oxford enjoyed their 
firet win over a county since 1993 
and their first over Glamorgan 


since 1930, while Cambridge 
have lost only one of their sev- 
en county matches. 

The Light Blues have had the 
edge since 1S27 when it all be- 
gan, but- Oxford have been in 
control over the past five years, 
w inning two gam es to One and 
posting a record 513 for 6 in the 
drawn match last July. This year 
Cambridge start marginal 
favourites by virtue of their 
stronger batting, led by Ed 
Smith who has been top of the 
national averages for much of 
the season foflowing an out- 
standing 190 against the coun- 
ty champions. Leicestershire. 


Australians 


set fair for 


Old Trafford 


DAVID FIELD 


reports from Southampton 
Hampshire 156 and 176 
Australia 465-8 dec 
Australia win by 133 runs 


The Australian captain, Mark 
Taylor, left for Manchester last 
night a very contented man. His 
batsmen are mainly in the runs, 
his quick bowlers are firing, and 
everything is coming together 
rn'ceiv before the third Test at 
Old Trafford. 

Even the current wet weath- 
er held off for the Australians 
to wrap up only their second 
first-class tour victory' in three 
hours. An hour later steady rain 
set in, and Taylor said: “We’re 
starting to turn the comer, 
playing the son of cricket I know 
this team can play. Morale has 
been good since Lord’s. 

“We couldn’t have got much 
more out of this game than we 
did. and did everything pretty 
well rigbL This is the kind of per- 
formance we've got used to on 
the last two tours, when we came 
out and dominated games in the 
first hour’s play. And it's been 
enjoyable. On other tours. when 
we've played a lot of cricket, 
you're praying for rain, but not 
this time because the bad weath- 
er has come so early. 

“After a three-day wash-out 
in our last match at Oxford. I 
thought we might be a bit slow 
but Jason Gillespie. Mike 
Kasprowicz and Paul Reiffel 
bowled really well. They all 
congratulated each other af- 
terwards, and that’s the sort of 
spirit I want to see in a touring 
team. We've got 17 guys to pick 
from. The worrying thing is to 
get it down to 1 1. It’s a' good 
thing to happen: it’s something 
that hasn't happened on tour.” 


The final day against Hamp- 
shire was really a straight fight 
between Gillespie and 
Kasprowicz for the one place 
still open to debate in the Aus- 
tralian side, with Reiffel seem- 
ingly certain to play. Gillespie 
sent Hampshire into a down- 
ward spin with a spell of 3 for 
7 in eight overs before lunch, 
but Kasprowicz took three 
wickets afterwards to complete 
the formalities. 

Hampshire resumed at 71 for 
2. still 238 short of making 
Australia bat for a second time, 
but once Jason Laney (30) fell 
to Reiffel after 40 minutes the 
rest of the innings ebbed away. 
Gillespie. 5 for 33 in 13 overs, 
ran in fast and accounted for 
Robin Smith, aftera fighting ef- 
fort of 44 in two and a half 
hours. The erstwhile England 
man was eventually undone by 
the bounce and sliced a catch 
to Shane Warae at wide third 
slip. 

Will Kendall and captain 
John Stephenson, yorked for a 
first-ball duck to complete a 
pair, also fell into Gillespie’s 
clutches. Shaun Udal (21) held 
up the tourists as black clouds 
converged on the ground, but 
\Vhme spun a delivery round his 
legs, and Kasprowicz knocked 
out Simon Renshaw’s middle 
stump to complete a post-lunch 
spell of 5 for 32 and round off 
an impressive and timely bowl- 
ing performance by Taylor’s 
fast men. 

Stephenson bad chosen to 
bat on a wet pitch on the first 
day because “he wanted to do 
it for England”. With rain fore- 
cast, his plan was to bat for a 
long time and deny the Aus- 
tralians time in the middle 
but, being shot out for 156 in 
49 overs, it was a ploy which 
backfired. 
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The teams in the 152nd Varsity match will be captained by 
players who went to the same school. Adam Szreter reports 


Another Cambridge bats- 
man. Will House. wiD be battling 
with Smith for a place in Kent's 
team before the season is out. 
but if either were in need of 
guidance before then, they 
could do no better than their 
own coach at Fenner's. Derek 
Randall. The Varsity match 
might not quite compare with 
the centenary Test of 1977 in 
Melbourne, and Randall’s hero- 
ic 174, but the former Notting- 
hamshire man is looking 


forward to tomorrow’s match. 

“It’s a big game for us,” Ran- 
dall said. “I'm a little worried 
that we’ve missed so much 
cricket in the past month be- 
cause of exams and the weath- 
er. but confidence is high and 
we're looking forward to a good 
contest. There’s always a lot of 
commitment in the Cambridge 


side and we're very lucky in that 
we’ve three or four top-line 


we’ve three or four top-line 
cricketers who could go on and 
play for England.” 


In addition to Smith and 
House, Anurag Singh would be 
included in those three or four, 
but Singh, the captain, has not 
had the best of seasons despite 
a century against Essex. Like 
his opposite number at Ox- 
ford, Mark Wagh. Singh is a 
Warwickshire player and a 

§ redact of King Edward’s 
chooL Birmingham. 

The last time both captains 
came from the same school 
was 1989. when Mike Atherton. 


of Manchester Grammar led 
Cambridge against John Craw- 
ley’s elder brother, Mark. But 
wgh is quick to play down any 
talk of personal rivalry douding 
the main issue: - It*s no more 
rhan with any other player.” he 
says. “We’ve generally played 
in the same side and always 
wanted the team to do well, and 
whoever gets runs hasn’t real- 
ty mattered.” 

Oxford will be heavily de- 
pendent upon Wagh, who 
scored centuries in each in- 
nings of the Glamorgan match 
and added another against 
Somerset at the weekend. He 


is also a useful off-spinner, in 
support of the opening bowlers 
James Avcris and Chetan Pa- 
tel, who took a hat-inck 
a gain st Hampshire earlier m 
the season. 

Wagh himself is happy for 
Oxford to be cast in the role 
of underdogs. “I think Cam- 
bridge have got some very tal- 
ented cricketers and they’ve 
got a lot of experience which 
is obviously a bonus at this lev- 
el,” he said. “But during the 
winter our guys invested quite 
a lot of time m this season, so 
this match means a lot to 
them.” 


ranking 


Golf 



stored by the victoty.'*WInning 
is a great tonic,” Norman said. 


Mark Kasprowicz clean bowls Hampshire's Stuart Milbum during Australia's victory at Southampton yester da y 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


is a great tonic,” Norman said. 

Norman collected $270,000 
(£168,00) for the victory, sur- 
passing $1 lm (£&8m) m career 
earnings. 

Craig P&ny and the rookie 
Robert Damron, who led after 
three rounds, finished tied for 
third at 14-under 270. 

Seve Ballesteros, out of ac- 
tion with, back trouble since 
quitting the Volvo PGA cham- 
pionship she weeks ago. begins 
his comeback at ilus week’s 
Murphy's Irish Open. 

Debate his health worries and 
his dismal 1997 record - nine 
missed cuts in 1 1 starts which has 
seen him drop to outside Eu- 
rope’s top 160 this season - 
Ballesteros still has not given up 
hope of being a playing captain 
when Europe defend the Ryder 
Cup in Spam in September. 

“I will try to make the team 
and depending on how I feci and 
what the situation is, I will make 
the decision that is in the best in- 
terests of the side,” be said 

Ireland wflf host a regional 


Lancashire 
inspired by 
Flintoff 

Round-up 


Surrey’s spinning throwbacks 


g ratifying competition for the 
Ipen championship for the 


DAVID LLEWELLYN 


reports from The Oval 
Surrey 201-9 dec & 123-6 dec 
Notts 73-1 dec & 120 
Surrey win by 131 runs 


Andrew Flintoff, who captained 
the England Under- 19 side in 
Pakistan last winter, made a ca- 
reer-best 70 from 101 balls to set 
up Lancashire’s Gist Champi- 
onship victoiy of the season by 
three wickets against Worces- 
tershire at New Road yesterday. 

Set a generous target of 236 
in 64 overs by Tom Moody, Lan- 
cashire recovered from 64 for 
5 and eventually got home with 
nearly 12 overs to spare. Flintoff 
hit 10 fours and a six in his sec- 
ond Championship appearance. 

None the worse fora stomach 
problem which required hospi- 
tal attention on Saturday, the Pre- 
ston-born all-rounder virtually 
woo the match in a seventh-widc- 
et stand of 98 in 21 overs with 
Warren Hegg. Flintoff was then 
Ibw to David Leatherdale, but 
Hegg remained unbeaten on 54. 

Kevin Curran saved North- 
amptonshire who drew their 
one-innings game against Glouc- 
estershire at Luton. Curran took 
4 for 69 to help restrict his for- 
mer county to 180 for 7 declared, 
and then scored an unbeaten 32 
as Northamptonshire crumbled 
to 58 for 6. But the weather bad 
the final say, denying Glouces- 
tershire a 12-point bonus. 

There was no farther play at 
Headingley between Yorkshire 
and Middlesex, and no play for 
the fourth day at Grace Road. 
Leicestershire and Warwickshire 
were awarded three points each. 


Shades of the Fifties at The 
Oval as Saqlain and Salisbury 
sent Nottinghamshire reefing to 
defeat yesterday. Just as Laker 
and Lock used to bemuse and 
beguile sides in the heady days 
when Surrey won everything, so 
leg-spinner Ian Salisbury and 
off-spinner Saqlain Miishtaq 
tied Notts up in, well, knots. 


Salisbury finished with sum- 
mer-best figures of 6 for 19 off 
18.1 overs, the last wicket falling 
with five balls remaining. 
Saqlain 's impressive return was 
2 for 34 off 26 overs and it all 
contrived to give Surrey their first 
Championship win of the season. 

There was some thoughtful 
captaincy by Adam HoIIioake, 
who kept the pressure on the 
batsmen, switching the pinners 
from one end to the other and 
swapping his field around in- 
cessantly. By the end Surrey bad 
all nine fielders around the bat, 
in addition to wicketkeeper 
Jamie Knott, for the spinners. 


Nottinghamshire almost held 
oul W&yne Noon was ninth out 
after 80 minutes’ resistance. 
Paul Hanks was unbeaten at the 
end after 28 minutes, but last 
man Mark Bowen fell to a 
superb catch by Knott 
The whole thing was set up, 
beginning with Notting- 
hamshire’s declaration on their 
overnight score. The plan was 
for Surrey to set a target of 
around 250, but they threatened 
to make a pig’s ear out of iL 
While Surrey, thankfully, did 
not have to contend with what 
has been termed flighted filth, 
they did have to cope with 


some awkward stuff from the 
likes of Kevin Evans and 
franks. 

At 66 for 5 it even looked as 
if they might not have to dedare 
but after lunch Knott managed 
to hang on at one end while 
Chris Lewis unleashed a flurry 
of cultured strokes which left a 
target of 252 off 59 overs. 

Surrey are a bard side under 
the leadership of HoIIioake. 
They seem to thrive on attrition, 
wearing down the opposition. 
Their lade of success tins season 
is as much to do with the 
weather as it is with imder- 
adiievement or over-confidence. 


Open championship for the 
first time next year. 

County Louth has been cho- 
sen as one of the 14 venues. 
Other new choices are Black- 
moor in Hampshire and Stock- 
port while Wudeniesse in Kent 
is brought back into the list. 

Those dropping off after 
staging qualifying events next 
Monday are North Hants, 
Northants County, Sundridge 
Park and Wilmslow. The Open 
itself was last staged in Ireland 
in 1951 when Max Ihulknerwon 
at Roval Fortrush. 


3998 OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP QuaNtying tat 
Beau Desert. BUckmoor. Burnham ana Borrow. 

Cartate. Copt Heath, County twin. OMiw.oan- 

Berwe. Hartdey Common. Moomxm. Hertford. 
South Hra. Sadrpon. VWOiemesee. 


St Jude scores, Digest, page 31 


;TODArs 


TO DAY 
F I X T U R 


Rugby Union 

TOUR HATCHES: Mpumalanga v Scotland tat 
Nefepnut. 8 .O 1 : Northern Free State v Lions 
fat We&om. 2.15) 


Speedway 

AMATEUR LEAGUE St Austen v Reading X 
Swindon (7.301. 


Other sport 

BOWLS: Men's home Imemaooral & British 
Championships fWcrthngi. 

TENNIS: AJ England Chsmpfonsteps fWrn- 
Oledont. 


V THE INDEPENDENT 

Ml! 


LIVE COMMENTARY 

0891 881 485 


ROUND UP 

0891 525 075 


Britannic Assurance 
County Championship 

(Bn# day ot four} 

Northants v Gloucestershire 

LUTON; Northamptonshire f3ptal chew 
! with GfoucastersHre (3) in a one-innings 
match. 

Northamptonshire wo n ross 
GLOUCESTERSHRE 
A J Wntfn c Penberthy b Mohammad 9 
N J Traror e Penberthy b Mohammad 20 

R J Cun We c Penberthy b Curran 2 

M A Lynch c Barley 0 Curran 22 

A M Smith b Curran 6 

S Voung run out 48 

*M W ABeyne c Ripley b Curran -21 

tR C Russell not out 31 

T H C Hancock not out ... - 5 

Extras ib4. 104. w 2. nb6) 16 

"fetal (for 7 dec, 54 overs) 180 

FaB: 1-14 2-21 3-43 4-49 5-75 6-120 

7- 168. 

DM not bat K P Sheens*. J J Lewis. 
Bowfing: Mohammad Akram 14-4-30-2; 
Taytor 12-1-40-0; Curran 15-3-69-4; 
Boswell 10-5-14-0; Penbenty 3-0-19-0. 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

M B Lqye Ibw 0 Smith 1 

P J Warren b Lewis 0 

*R J Bailey Ibw b Smfth ... — 7 

k M Curran not out 32 

T C Walton b Lewis 5 

0 J 6 Sates c Russet b Lewis >...0 

A L Penberthy Ibw b Smith — 6 

tD Ripley not out 2 

Extras (ibl, nb4) 5 

Ibtal (Tore. 19a overs) 68 

Mb 1-0 2-2 3-13 4-13 5-18 6-37. 

DM not bate JPTsylor, Mohammad Akram. 
S AJ Boswell. 

Bowiqp &r*h 103-363; Lews 938-21-3. 
Umpires: R Palmer and R A White. 

Surrey v Nottinghamshire 

THE OVAL: Surrey 07pts) beat Not- 
tto^wnshire (4} by 131 nxis. . 

Surrey won ross 

SURREY - First Innings 201 for 9 dee 
<P J Ranks 4-471. 

NOTTINGHAMSHBtE - First Innings 73 
for 1 dec 

SURREY - Second Innings 

M A Butcher c Pollard b Franks 10 

J D Ratcuffe c Dowman b Brans 11 

G P Thorpe c Franks b Bowen -34 

'A J HoHtodke c Hindson b Evans 7 

A □ Brown c Robinson b Franks 1 

B C HoHioahe c Noon b Hind son 10 

C C Lewis not out .33 

tJ A hnotr not out 7 

Extras ( 08 . w2) 10 

Total (Tor 6 dec. 342 overt) .123 

Fafl: 1-13 2-27 3-41 4-50 5-66 6-98. 
DM not bet: I D K Salisbury, M P Brck- 
nell. Saqlain Mushtao. 

Bowling: Evans 8-0-20-2: Franks 
9-3-30-2; Bowen 9.2-1-34-1; Hindson 

8- 3-31-1. 

NOnViGHAMSKRE- Second Innings 

P R Pollard c Salisbury o Saqlain 33 

*R T Robinson c BckneU b Lewis 10 

M P Dowman ibw b Bcknerl 11 

N Astte c Thorpe b Sal is buy 11 

A a Metcalfe c Thorpe b Sarsbwy _4 

U Afeaal b Salisbury 12 

tW M Noon c Thorpe b Salsbuiy 7 

h P Evans c Butcher b Salisbury a 

J E Hindson tow 0 Saqlain 6 


FaA: 1-14 2-48 3-78 4-79 538 585 
7-101 8-117 9-120. 

Bowling: Bicknell 11-3-30-1: Lewis 
7-1-20-1: SaqValn MusMbq 26-13-34-2; 
Salisbury 18-1-11-19-6: A J HoIIioake 
l-l-OO. 

Umpires: J H Hampshire and N T Plows. 


Worcestershire v Lancs 

WORCESTER: Latcaah be flSpts) best 
Worcestershire (0) by three wickets. 
Lancashire won Cass 

WORCESTERSHIRE - First Innings 100 
tor 7 dec 

LANCASHRE - First Innings Forfeited 
WORCESTERSMRE- Second Innings 

T S Curtis not out 77 

W P C Weston not out 46 

Extras (01. 103. w4. nb4) 12 

Ibtal (for 0 dec. 3L5 overs) 135 

DM not bat: G A Hek. K R Spuing, «T M 
Moody. G R Haynes. D A Uwthertate. tS 
J Rhodes, SR Lampitt. PJ Newport A She- 


Hampshke won ross 

HAMPSHIRE - First fontags 156. 
AUSTRALIA - First kwingB 465 for 8 dec 
(M E Watfi 173. M A ftjtar 109: S J Ren- 
snaw 4-107). 

HAMPSHRE - Second Innings 

(Overnight: 71 for 2) 

J S Laney c Heafy 0 RafW JO 

R A Smrth c Wame b Gillespie AA 

W S KendaB Ibw b Gillespie — 18 

•J P Stephenson b Grtespie .0 

tA N Ayrrtea c Blewett b Kasprowicz .18 

SD Udal b Wame 21 

S J Renshaw not out 13 

J N B Bowll c HeaJy b Kasprowicz 1 

S M Milbum b Kasprowicz — - J 

Extras (fb6. nbl4) — - 20 

Total (53.4 overs). 176 

Fad (com): 3-91 4-111 5-111 6-114 
7-143 8-159 9-160. 

BowOng: Kasprowicz 14.4-1-69-3; Gllle- 


Starttngtoday 

S eco nd XI dtampkmshlp 

(Four days: 13-0) 

OSSTERHEUh DerbysNra vieces»sf*e. 

AON Risk Trophy 

(One rtof: U.0) 

BRISTOL: Gloueestefshire v Somerset 
THE OVAL- Suray v Kant. 

BRADFORD PARK AVENUE: YoMhlra v 
Durham. 

Minor Couatfos Cfc-plo-Mp 

<7Wo days: 13.0) 

TOFTi Ottshttv Devon. 

JESMOND: Northumberland v Suita*. 


800 


The spe in pounds of a bet tak- 
“^n'^London by Ladbrokes 
yfEapfey, at odds irfSO-l, on ■ 
-Totpiham wimiog’ the Pre- 
ij^bip next season, follow- 
SigT^ieculation owr their af^{ 
tempts to sign farrinho. * 


Bowling: Shedford 8-1-51-0; Martin 
9-1-23*0; Austin 8-3-15-0; Uoyd 
6.5-0-42-0. 

LANCASMRE - Second bmings 

N 7 Wood c Lampitt b Newport J 

T M A Atherton c Rhodes b Sbariyar — 4 

J P Crawley Ibw b Newport 13 

G D Uoyd b Lampitt — 1 .21 

p C McKeown b Leatherdale 3 

A Flmtoff tow b Leather-date 70 

I 0 Austin c and b Lampitt 22 

tWK Hegg not out 54 

P J Marwi not out — .24 

Extras (Ibl. w4. nbl2) 17 

Total (for 7, 5Z1 oven) 237 

Fait 1-8 2-14 3-52 4-52 5-64 6-105 

7- 203. 

DM not bat: G Chappie, O J SnadfortL 
BowGrro Newport 15-3-53-2; Sbenyar 

8- 0-47-1: Lampitt 14-3-46-2; Leatherdale 
13.1-0-70-2: Moody 4-0-20-0. 

Unanc V A Holder and T E Jesty. 


BowOng: Kasprowicz 14.4-1-69-3; Gille- 
spie 13-6-33-5; Warm 19-3-26-1; Rarf- 
W 8-1-27-1; Bevan 7-3-15-0. 

Umpires: H D Bird and B Leadbeatet 

Other first-class matches 

(Fine) day of (bur) 

Somerset v Oxford Unhr 
TAUNTON: Somerset beat Oxford Uni- 
versity by an trmtags and 46 run. 
CMfard UnhrersHy non toss 
OXFORD UNTV - First Innfcigs 241 for 8 
dec fM A Wagh 12 5 no). 

SOMERSET - First frinfngs 

(Oremtftt: 323 for 3) 

M N LathweA b Avetis 21 

K A Ftersons c Sen nr b Byrne 48 

tM Bums c Averts b BatcaiDee — 36 

M E Trescotfucfc b Battarbee -J 

J 1 D Ken- not out - 28 


SHenbergnotout 322 

Extras (b7. Ib6. nb6) - 19 

lbtM (for 7 dec. 32 overs) 473 

FaB (cqnt): 4-328 5-409 6-421 7-424. 
Did not bat R W Slattern, B J TtotL 
Bowling: Avens 22-2-103-2; Patel 
23-2-115-1; Wagh 6-1-24-1; Byrne 
22-3-116-1; Battarbee 1S-1-91-2; Ugn- 
foot 1-0-11-0. 

OXFORD IMV - Second innings 
C G R Ughtfoot c Holloway b Sladdln 24 

B W Byrne Ibw b Kerr 7 

P G Morgan Bw b Sladdln J.7 

R D Hudson b HerZberg _2 

JAG Futton c Bums b Sleddin 31 

C Patel e Holloway b Sladdln 29 

JMM Avens c Parsons b Herzberg .29 
L G Buchanan c Bowler b Sladdln .„.15 

tA P Scnni b Parsons 18 

C M Battarbee not out 2 

*M A Wagh Ibw b Parsons 0 

Extras (1b6, nb6) 12 

Tbtal (B as overs) 186 

FaB: 1-9 2-43 3-68 4-75 5-85 6-129 
7-152 8-176 9-186. 

Bowling: Kerr 14-3-41-1; Turn 3-0-144): 
Herzberg 23-6-61-2; Sladdln 25-960-5; 
Parsons 3.5-1-4-2. 

Umpires: K E Palmer and J Lloyds. 


No play yesterday 

LEICESTER: Leicestershire (3pts) drear 
with Wa rwi ckshire (3). 

HEADINGLEY: Middlesex 150 for 3 fM R 
Ramprakash 76no)vforkshire.TWkahlre 
(«pts) chew with Mdtflesex (3). 
Championship table 

PW L DBatBwi TM 
Mdciesex (9) ..--8 4 1 3 17 28118 

Essex (51 7 4 1 2 18 28118 

Gtamrgan (10) -8 4 1 3 17 25115 

Kent <41 7 4 2 1 14 28109 

Gtoocs (131 8 3 2 3 13 28 98 

Notts 117) 3 3 2 3 5 29 91 

Yorkshire (61 a 2 2 4 16 25 85 

i«W (l) 8 1 0 7 19 28 84 

Hampshire il4) J3 2 2 4 21 18 83 

Somerset |U]._8 1 2 5 16 29 76 

Wore* IT) 7 1 1 S 15 21 72 

Warwicks l8). — ? 2 1 4 10 17 71 

Surey (3) 3 1 2 5 15 20 07 

Durham (13) 7 1 2 4 14 23 65 

Lancashire (151-8 1 4 3 12 21 58 

Sussex (12) 3 0 3 5 12 30 57 

DerbysNra (2) ...3 0 4 4 10 29 51 

Northants (16) ..7 0 2 5 7 17 39 

• 1996 positions in mckecs. 




Spurs 


ante fi 


Greg Nottttn regained his 
world Nft ranking vifcen ho 
birdicd&^ttl-thrfiyTioles for 
a onc-Stypfe^towbver Dud- 
ley Hartmriw^inde Classic 

eluded Sft on 'die 

18th, snawfcdd victory fro in 
Hart as b* .'closed wfth a final- 
round five-ander 66 and 
claimed h»17lbr career PGA 
Tour^ vfctay rad Bt&isi the year. 

The j&rtraKad ^ finished 16 
strokeswofc par witira 268 to- 
tal at the raiii-affectcd event, 
overtaldiig IShrt, who closed 
with consedid9tr66&and was in 
the dukifoissfrfijr an agon ising 
90 minutes with a two-stroke 
lead at 1 5-uater ,fe:'Norman 
mounted his fato assaoit. 

Norman, who had ^miserable 
Masters and US Open this year, 
wilt enter next month’s British 
Open with his confidence bol- 
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The saving \key. 


*0^ utm 


No play yesterday 


Tetley's ChaUenge Series 

(Final day of three) 


CANTERBURY (Fhnl day of three): Kent 
245 (MJ Water 62. E Hoar 5-59) nna 195 
for 5 (N J UongSS. D P Fulton 57): Cam- 
bridge University 187 (E T Smith 54: J B 
D Thompson 4-58). Kant drew wtth Cam- 
bridge Unhwrefty. 


The unique Navi* Key on the new Nokia^3T10 
saves you time and trouble. Call. save. send, edit, \ 
display- This button does it alL \J6 

Call 0990 003110 for a leaflet. Or drop into your 
retailer’s for a demo. JHS1 


CtCmeo*EDpsmrtaaaitam.Aim* K s& r* Lkt 


P J Franks not out — 1 Hararablra v AastraDa 

M N Bowen c Knott b Sahsaury „0 r^nim hn_ i ii 

Extras 1612. 165, n04) 21 Hamp ' 

Total {632 oven) 120 **“* InMng* and 133 nms. 


AON RtSK TROPHY (One (fay): North Pcr- 

rott somerset 261 for 8: worcesteraftira 
263 lor 6 0 R WlBams 93). WOreestsr- 
sMre won by four wicheta. Harrow: M0- 
destavWarwckshlra. Match abandoned. 


NOKIA 

COKNfiCTWO Pbople 


***** * 
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Spurs increase 
ante for Juninho 



sport 


stays 






Football 


Confusion reigned over the Jun- 
.inho transfer saga yesterday, 
.with Tbttenham and AUetico 
Madrid both claiming that they 
have agreed to sign the Brazil- 
ian international. 

Ibttenham, who have offered 


jjm, appeared yesterday morn- 
ing to fc favourites, as they 
were the only club to have had 
an offer officially accepted by 
Middlesbrough. But the Spanish 
newspaper Marca reported that 
.the Spanish side, who had a 
£7.5m offer termed “derisory'’ by 
the Middlesbrough chairman, 
Steve Gibson, have secured a 
deal that would cost them 
£I4.5m including wages.' The 
player is due toretum from Brazil 
for pre-season training at the 
■Riverside tomorrow. 

As far as Middlesbrough were 
concerned yesterday, Tottenham 


were the only dub in the race. 
“It’s obviously up to Juninho to 
meet up with Tbttenham and see 
if he can agree personal terms 
with than," a spokesman for the 
club said. ‘There were other 
dubs interested but Tottenham 
were the ones who have put in 
a bid that we have accepted." 

Manchester United have been 
spared an appeal through the 
courts to keep the Ckech in- 
ternational, Karel Poborsky, at 
Old Ttefford. Foboisky looked to 
have fallen foul of the work 
permit clause that prevents re- 
newal if a player has not ap- 
peared in a minimum 75 per era t 
of first-team games, but. the 
Home Office has ruled ftoboisky 
can stay on for another year. 

Ibmas Brolin, out of favour at 
Leeds, yesterday denied reports 
linking him with a £2m move to 
French champions, Monaco. 
The Swedish international’s 
agent, John Smith, confirmed 


Bolton set to sign £3.2m Elliott 


that several dubs were interest- 
ed -but that his likely destina- 
tion was not the south of Ranee. 

The former Barnet manager 
Tfcny Bulfivant has been named 
as the new manager of Reading. 
Bultivant, 40, has been foL 
lowed from Barnet by the for- 
mer Charlton and Crystal 
Mace midfielder, Alan Phrdew, 
as reserve-team coach. Lin- 
coln’s assistant manager, John 
Still, was named as Bullivant’s 
replacement at Barnet. 

Norwich City have signed 
the out-of-contract Oldham 
Athletic ca ptain Craig Fleming 
in a £600,000 deal. 

Brighton and Hove Albion 
are unhappy at their treatment 
from the Football League, 
which has called a meeting for 
24 July to decide whether the 
Sussex dub should be expelled 
after failing to pay a £500,000 
security bond by an agreed 
dea dlin e last mouth. 

“When we got the original 



Bobby Robson will remain at 
. Barcelona next season -wlu&r 

will disappoint Celtic, who had 


Bolton Wanderers will break 
their transfer record today by 
signing the Newcastle United 
left-back Robbie Elliott for 
£3 ,2m, writes Alan Nixon. 

Elliott flew to meet Bolton’s 
manager, Cohn Tbdd, who is hol- 
idaying in Portugal, after a price 
was agreed between the clubs. 


He returned last night to com- 
plete the formalities. Elliott, 
who was entering the last year 
of his Newcastle contract, will 
sign a four-year deal worth more 
than £lm. Newcastle w31 use the 
money towards funding future 

si g nin g s— pnssihly Paul Ince and 

Crewe’s Danny Murphy. 


of the bond], it was un- 
acceptable to us," a Brighton di- 
rector, Martin Perry, said. “Yfe 
could have lost the £500,000 if a 
game bad been ahanrfonftd due 
to circ umstances outside our 
control like the weather. The 
next thing we knew, the League 
bad issued a statement and we 
couldn't get bold of anyone on 
Friday evening to discuss it" 





Ronaldo defivers the decisive blow and 
Brazffs second goal in their 3-1 victory over 
Bolivia hi Simdayh Copa America final. The 


world ch a mpion s succeeded in o v ercom i ng 
the tfifficuffies of playing at 3,600m above 
sea level in La Paz Photograph: Erhpix 


head coach this week. 

'The former England -man- 
ager is staying in Spain despite 
yesterday’s- confirmation of 
Louts van Gaal as the new^ 
coach trf Barcelona. Robson, 
who still has a year left on his 
two-year contract, wfll stay on 
. to supervise new . sign mg s ia.a. 
new coaching set-np at the Now 

- Camp dub. 

Tve asked Barcelona to use 
anew structure," said Van Gaal 

- the former Ajax coach, who will 
work alongside Robson in the 
hew system. A third, asyet un- 
named, coach, wiU manage the 
extensive junior team network 
and make joint decisions in 
what \hn Gaal described as “a 
kind of triumvirate". 

The Dutchman added: “Bar 
the media the short term is im- 
portant - but for me the- long 
term is important." • — 

Robson said: “lean tell you 
that Louis van Gaal will get 100 
per cent support, loyalty, and 
’ honesty and, if there is anything 
I can do to make his job easi- 
er, then he can rely on me." . 

Van Gaal added be would 
like to keep Ronaldo, die top 
Brazilian striker who is wanted 
by Internationale of Italy. “Td 
like to continue with Ronaldo,” 
Van Gaal said. “If he goes. 111 
have to find somebody who fits 
into the team." 


. Fife will decide whether 
. is free to move from 

Spain, to Inter. The sport’s 
. world governing body has re- 
ceived an official request from 
ifettafan rhih to investigate the 
' proposed transfer, and new its 
playere’ status committee will 
. nave to decide if the 20-year-old 
is free to move to Inter after 
paying over £17m to free bim- 


.Fifa rules state that a player 
cannot buy out his contract for 
-ttorpuiposes of obtaining an in- 
ternational transfer, and the 
Spamsh Fbotball Federation has 
refused to issue a transfer cer- 
. tificate as the deal has not been 
negotiated by the two dubs. 

Despite reports linking him 
to a coaching role at Sheffield 
United, Chris Rfaddle is eager 
to secure the managerial post 
at Burnley vacated by the de- 
parture of Adrian Heath to 


Everton as assistant manager. 
Since being freed by Sunder- 
land, the former England in- 
ternational has had talks about 
playing deals with Bradford 
Gtyand Barnsley, while Stock- 
port have short-listed him for 
their managerial vacancy. 

; . Burnley have also made an 
.approach to the former Ever- 
ton manager Joe Royle, but he 
is- not yet ready to return to 
management. 

West Ham axe poised to sign 
the Hungarian international 
goalkeeper, Szabolcs Safer, 
from the Budapest dub, Vasas. 


. PONTEFRACT 

2A& 1. SUIVEZ LA TRACE 0 Cam* 6-1; 

2. MyBtfdren 5-1; a Prefect Hemooy 7-4 
fav. 8 ran. 2ft, 3. (R Fahey. Matton). Tote: 
£7.90; £L90. £2-30, UJfl. Dual Forecast: 
£24.20. ConTpUBrStrafgntFwacaa:£3S/4&. 

TME £23.10. 

3JS 1. CMtfUK HJMT (R Wnaort 20-1; 

2. IM0tal Option 11-2; 3. Ocean Breeze 
4- 1 CO few. in ran- 4-1 03 tos, Fortune Hoo- 
per Mtfij, Aflaremn. 15, 1 % (A Smith. Bev- 
erieyl. tote: £27.60; £7.50. £2 JO. £1.10. 

OF. £106.10. CSF; £126.27. Tticest: I 
£50258. 1 no: £67.80. “ 

aa&i-wmanHEFnEiRMuierii&i; r 
2. Fame Agaki 4-6 fair, 3. Lady Diesis 7-1. v 

5 ran. ft, 5. 1J Banks. Newmarket). Tate: 

£10.60: £3.30, £1.10. OF: £10.30. CSF; 
£24.76. 1 

4J5: 1.IHE RICH MAN (Mitts) 11-4: a 

2. Cumbrian Canno 9-2; 3. lefteml oT Low 

16-1 6 nn. 9-4 fw Smt Ramie 15th). ft, 11 

3. (B HUs, Lamboum). TWw £2JXfc £1.80. t 

£2.20. OF: £3 JO. CSF: £12.70. Non Rwt . 
ner. Mmnah. : 

4^5: 3. StENCE REIGNS (KDariey) 8-13 t 
fsne 2. Top 9-1; 3. Understudy 12-L 7 ran. f 
lft. 1ft. (M Stouie. Newna/tel). Tote: £L80: , 
£1.10. £2.10. Dual Forecast £4.20. CSF; c 
£5.87. t 

SJ&l. MARION MOSS (KCtetey) 6-1; r 
2. Two WRHuns 18-1: 3. Rich Choice 7-2 
tan. 9 ran. 3 ft. 1_ (T Eaaerty, Maftom. Tote: 1 
£8.70; £3.60. £2JO. £1.90. DF: O2J0. < 

CSF: £8823. In* £207.40. ; 

5.46: JLCASHMRUEfPDoel 5-1: 2. Ju- * 
nlor Bee 6-1; 3. Monh Marigold 7-1 fav. 1 

6 ran. 3ft. 2. ML Eyre. Think). Tote: £6.50; i 

£2.30. £2.00. Dual Forecast £21.20. CSF: , 
£29.70. 1 

Ptacenot: £3&20. Quadpot £7.09. i 

Place 6: £24.75. Place 6: £18.18. ( 

SOUTHWELL « 

230: J. PROSE (Dane 01*4)4-1' 2. Rico 1 
Suave 8-11 fav; 3. FUmbeig 12-1 7 ran. ; 
7, lft. (R Hannon. East Euerte&i). Tote: 
£5.10; £L50. £110. DF: £2.90. CSFi 
£7.24. I 

3.00: 1. MIRROR FOUR SPORT (M W- 
tvrfl 4-7 fav: 2. Mystretan 9-2; 3. BaB-Pot 
8-1 Bran. 10, 9- (M Johnston, MttdPeham). ' 
Tote: £2.10: U.1Q. £2J0. DF: £3 JO. CSF: 
£3.23. 

330:3. OUR MAIN MAN tGPannl 20-1; j 
Z Mister Aspects 9-2: 3. Bg Braif 5-1. 9 1 

ran. 3-1 fav Goodwood uaa. 3ft. ft. IR 
Whnatar. Wethertiy). Tote: £25-60: £4.70. 
£2.00. £2.70. DF: £67.40. CSF; £97.22. Tn- 
cast £48236. Tno: I1O5.S0. 

4.00: t- TIME TO F1Y ID Sweeney) 7-1; 

2. mortis 11-2: 3. TUs Stxtysh 2S-1 10 
ran. 7-2 fav Shontame i6OT. ft. 6. IB Mix- 
ray. Manmi. Tote: £7.60; £2_7a £190. 
0.40. DF: £1170. CSF; £4 18a Tncast 
£853.67. T nor. £12380. 

430: 1 CHMAIDER U Qum) 10-1 2. 
DqnabM 8 1 3. I*m Not Sure 7-1 9 ran. 

5-2 far Gymerah Mystery (5OT. IV., IV.. 0 
J OTteiB. Penmni. Tatra. £9.10; 0,40, 
£230. C 60. OF: £5580. CSF: £8123. THw 
£9630. 

580: 1 MONTE CATO <G BatheUI 9 2 
jt Sfc; 2. People Direct 92 jt tav. 3. Sarate- 
ga Red 7 -1: 4. Mustang 6-1 16 ran. IV.. 
lft lft. iM Britain. Newmarket). Tote: 
£330; Cl 70. £35Q, £190. £230. OF: 

. £7.70. CSF: £2382. Tncast £14483 Tno; 
£8130. 

Pfacepat: £6530. Quadpot: £4880. 

Place a £95.46. Piece 6: £8143. 

WINDSOR 

8.40: 1 QUEEN’S INSIGNIA £1 Qumnl 
10-1 2. Bee Gunn 71 3 Vanho ntt u g l i Lad 
7-1 4. ShouhSwvey 16-1 18 ran. 13-2 
jt lavs Finsbury Fiver. Whispered Mtfocfy. lft. 
nk. IP Colei. Tate: £10.40; £2.10. £2.00. 

L2 20. £330. DF: £4 22a CSF: £8986. Tn- 
cast £51160. Tno: £56.30. 

TJUlEUAiMwiaxM 16-1 2. Terre 
pus Fugkt 6-1; 3. Aurtffiy 6-5 ter. 9 ran. 
l’A, l'.ft (Lord Huntmgran). Tate: £24.10; 
£3.50. £180. £120. OF: £83.70. CSF: 
£103-05- Tno: £29.00. 

MUSSELBURGH 
055: 1 VMIABETAIITINGBI U MaUey) 
7-1: 2- Tr»y 11-8 fav; 3. Bradwae 5-1 7 
ran. 2. 1 ft. IJ Goldie). Tatra £7.20: £3.60. 
£JL5a DF: £680. CSF: £1101 After a stow- 
ads' mjwry, the ream aewd. 

■ Robert Winston, the I7-ycar-o{d 
rider who did not have a sin- 
gle winner to his credit at the start 
of this season, took his score to 1 2 
■when he recording a 15-length vic- 
tory on the 20-1 shot Captain 
Flint at Pontefract yesterday. The 
veteran trainer Atf Smith, who sad- 
\ died his fuM winner on the Flat for 
three seasons, was fall erf praise for 
Winston, who was having his first 
ride for the Beverley stable. "He 
rode the horse very well and car- 
ried nut my instructions to the let- 
ter," said Smith, who retained 
Captain Flint without a bid at the 
subsequent auction. Winston’s em- 
ployer. Richard Fahey, was also 
successful. The Butte rwick train- 
er sent out his 16th winner when 
Suivez La Trace made a winning 
debut fa the First Division of the 
Maiden Auction Stakes. A two- 
and-a-half lengths winner in the 
hands Of John Carroll Suivez La 
U-att is entered in the Heinz 57 
Stages at Leopanbunra in August 
•That entry was a bit of a shot in 
the dark" Kevin Ryan, assistant to 
pghev- said. "But be is a nice 
hone, who has always pleased us 
at home- ne '’ CT faloa ' how 
jfcey are going to cope with this 
testing ground until they mn on it." 


Sham causes fear 
in Ryan’s quarter 


*■- • • •* ;-,T ttr - ~ - £1 '■ 


Racing 

GREG WOOD 

There is an exception to prove 
any worthwhile nde, and when 
it comes to the reluctance of 
bookmakers to sponsor any- 
thing but handicaps with a min- 
imum of 25 runners, look no 
further than the Eclipse Stakes 
at San down on Saturday. The 
determination of Coral to bolt 
their name to the 1 12-year-old 
race with a hyphen is a little 
cheeky - rather like the claim 
in a recent Epsom racecard that 
the Vodafone Oaks was first run 
in 1779, about two centuries be- 
fore the invention of mobile 
phones - but there can be no 
doubt about the exceptional 
quality of the small field which 
will line up for the £250,000 
main event this weekend. 

Bosra Sham, described re- 
cently by Henry Cedi as the best 
racehorse he has trained. Ben- 
ny The Dip, the Derby winner, 
and Pilsudslri, who won the 
Breeders' Cup Turf at Wood- 
bine last November, are the 
most immediately familiar 
names. But with Sasuru. a 
Group One winner in France 
last time out, and Allied Forces, 
successful in the Queen Anne 
Stakes at Royal Ascot, also en- 
tered, you could ask little more 
of the first important meeting 
of the generations. 

The early betting from the 
sponsors suggests that it is a tus- 
sle which the older horses will 
win. with Benny The Dip, the 
only three-year-old in the field, 
the 9-2 third-favourite, behind 
Bosra Sham, odds-on at 4-6. and 
Pilsudski on offer at 4-1. 


Of the remainder, Sasuru is 
an 8-1 chance, with Allied 
Forces rated the least likely win- 
ner on 14-1, but the latter colt’s 
presence, expected to be con- 
firmed by the Godolphin oper- 
ation this afternoon, would 
none the less hold great signif- 
icance for Willie Ryan. 

The man who rode a brave 
and intelligent race to win the 
Derby on Benny The Dip less 
than a month ago would have 
been replaced by Lan franco 
Dettori John Gosden's stable 
jockey, but with Dettori’s com- 
mitment to Godolphin taking 
precedence, the way seems 
dear for Ryan to take the reins 
once more. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Tropical Beach 
(Hamilton 2JL5) 

NB: An se flman 
(Chepstow 3 j00) 

Ryan was reluctant to com- 
ment on the prospect in any de- 
tail yesterday, since the ride is 
not even officially available un- 
til Allied Forces is dedared a 
definite runner. “The less said 
about it the better from my 
point of view at the moment," 
he said. “We’D see what happens 
in the next couple of days, but 
obviously I’d be delighted to 
keep the ride and I'm sure that 
Mr Knig ht [Benny The Dip’s 
owner] and Mr Gosden know 
that. He’ll go there with a big 
shout, he’s a three- year-old get- 
tig the weight allowance and the 
drop back to 10 furlongs wfll be 
no trouble to him even though 
he got the mile and a half well 
enough in the Derby." 


HAMILTON ; , ' V; 

HYPERION 

2JL5 Paffium 245 Fast Franc 345 Leadblg 
Princess 345 Sarroatran 4J5 AWT DAPHNE 
(nap) 445 Wfldmoor 

GOING: Ut»«l ~ 

STALLS: Inilf- renumdn- - 4dc- 

DKAW ADVANTAGE: Htfi Un Wand GT. 

■ RlghHeiiid tmdubung course wilii pear-itapcd kxrp. 

■ Course w N or town on B7M7 1 . ttamBuin Won nuuion (service 
from Gbufsxr) lm. ADMISSION: ClubS 12: C.nmdratnd and Pad- 
docks? (S 4 lor OAte, disabled & acudcnui; Accompanied under- 
IGs tee all en riowea. CAR PARK: Ftcc. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: EBcabcr. Jot Nobby & Up The 
Clareto (J. 15V 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Fast Franc CL IE] 
non at Fulkeaonc on fVbbr. Monaco Gold id. !.'>)& Trying Ttoea 
(4.15) non at Hannknn on WerineMfar. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Haraage I ft 45 1 & Oytag Harold 
<:l itUawadTOmHq by MQonnai tern Upper LanbdnTa,&afadwr. 

|44E| rosebank amateur rder? handicap 

tCLASS FJ £3^ added 5f 

1 26540 MMNREMSE to# (CD) 4 Bate 4 U7 

. ■ JB»UlttMaaM718 

2 31-006 B8HM U31 SB) Mast Fowl 3 11 7 MrRHaH7 

3 642005 TROPICAL BEAD! (15) (CD) J Bsiy 4 112MisLtan2B 

4 -43606 PttUUH(U)(D)DNcbn9106 JteaDJcmetSB 

5 463074 WDOfff fl5) DCJiatmsi 6 10 4 MraRCtek9B 

6 060604 4N0THBI MGKMMIE (U) (CM R MdVte 5 10 2 

HsCW8am(4)3 

7 -67605 SUMMriUlllDO{20|((ai|MssLRnri5913 

JfrDBStevOH 

8 60000- ATEREAW B32) DKoon 49 0 KMDtatemi 

9 60-550 50UIRBW RULE (96HDJ P Uoonev 1090 

Mat L Mcteoh (7) 1 8 

-9dacimd- 

BETIWB: 3-1 Hd Oty. 7-2 Tropica) Baacft. 9-2 SoadayRa* Tao. 51 8te 
)aM Rue, PMteft taotter N»tmara, W BM-fm. 2M often 

10 AC | K1RKMUIRHBJ. SELLING STAKES (QUAL- 
l^LZ} F1ER) (CLASS F) £3^00 added 2YO 6f 

1 33J FXSrFR4NC(4)5CVWtams93 IWaarer8 

2 005 BIBBER I1D) WMcfcmn 8 11 LCbaoodi SB 

3 C03 HWWE(7iW0anyiSll Itetara2 

J 00 AKrK0eW|57)NTinteflii___ OaTUder5B 

6 MD45 MQSSSBEINMKE7{21} lOetr/BU — .TEDocra ® 6 

6 RHaEASSOBUrR Fateteil I Canal 7 

7 QS UPDEONEISISSilONMSU- NFenkulB 

8 VPBBBEJL51ASS 0 tAflac 8 d^-Dbmo Uaflatl (3) 4 

9 00 BBBBIIEVa.(10)UvUte«nvB6 AQfanaS 

-9dQdBted- 

BETnRfi: 2-1 Fte Dane, E-2lteiwgs. 7-2 Mob SUa MeteM, 8-1 RBh 
Mo fattoMf. Up Tba Onta, 20-1 Bodwr. ttu Hobby, 25-1 oiten 

l^lCl CELTIC PATRON DAT LIMITED STAKES 
1°^) (CLASS f] £3*300 added 6f 
t ltaom )BDI£IMGHfB(niJ0Tidl£98 ICaidl 

7 44Uto rare (DIM Ouirui495 — JFomu5 


3 000200 C8M8E BOY (13 (OR N B)QtA 7 9 2 — P Raterts (E) 3 B 

4 003130 F04RUaCr(3)(D)AMuMttnd592— TEDaan(5)2 V 

5 100330 VE«B«PWNCESStllHP3|lfc»Ll>ra*693 

IMnrUB 

6 000050 MU4fflM(19)mG0ttWl992 -R Finnar (7) 9 V 

7 00004 S8FnU)d({B2}DNatan592 VHiMd«6 

8 600004 S0UPBnWL(8)WNteJcr692 JtaTb4te7V 

9 325000 Mtnes«StBaEr(10)RF^er6928IMreraa(7)> 

10 00020 MEUC NORIH M) (BF)G UcCan 4 613 -A EdUoy F7)4 V 

U -00330 80ED0RQ®(CD|J SctteT dO lBran*M(S)10 

-Udacteed- 

renMQ: 44. faint Ha wld.S-l Ue Bn| P i M caB.teBiilurtli. 6-1 Kare 
loefer, IM Nn* Matel^ R1 SoMarUM. Steteram Met 10-1 


P5TTE1 SLMW MAL HANDICAP STAKES (QUAL- 
IrvtrJ IFIER) (CLASS D) £5JXX> atkied lm 11 

1 0501-2 WBIDW OBBMLWR 1765 6X00 

NHoRDda{7)> 

2 21060- SmiOHN (H8) (Q U ftairrau 6 9 17 IFartana 7 

3 -70012 CMMOWRINRSrciQM Janrt3on3 95 I Hearer 8 

4 .96*0 1HMOU)FailK(22)PRDOB|Xien5B5^CHteMl 

5 012213 PWCm80TteCTTE5wr^n483Jlatea»»B 

6 03ZHO MaWBMNES117)mBrakaa8 7U)-lteilbM«ra 

7 -00*05 lBSKW(URMesLPEnar4M0 NKaonacfB 

8 043605 WKMESMK(ia)nRM*et3r5 7lOJMcMtr{7)2 

9 500500 MPD MOVER (10) (QD lUtt 107 10— J(Stad«4B 

■ SdtdMd- 

Mrsmwn 73 20& Trur ftamJC* HoUff 7» S®. Fer- 

mon 7« 4B. Huttna Lao, i a Jt. fapd Maer ea 96. 

REnMQ 34 CanaSfc Frataft 74 Principal Bor. M »alaa 6ea*> 
•L 11-2 Terman, 74 SanrateAMHalctta Lady, 144 Notey Banes, 
IB-lodm 

[415] RIVER CmJECLAJMNG SOKES (CLASS 

lZ™l R £3300 added lm 3f 

1 60- WWBR600HMCWW 1862) PMtnam 49 0-—^- —. 

2 94021 tt^ lRB»^^~4913.'llZTVDM§i 

3 24433/ CmEW|803)MsMtesi«795__^-JlCBten49 

4 303-00 CttMfiMY|32)MSASren(iarti6813 !Fortaw2B 

5 10661 MO»COGOID(6)(qiteMtee^5ai3..~DWi^dB 

6 OOO DMB0SflMLmDM(AB4&l(L.._iteiaBMMMtp}B 

7 641463 PWIBIlU9(CqC-ainA4aB Nbmft* 

8 034X8 »M«M)0N(U)CTtKr*oi382 tedrei3 

9 0-2 4MTMm{3E}3Mdl9tnn3S0 LCtaraxkd 

-9 dadread- 

BB1ME: M Haaaa Sbd, 3-lTifa8 Uao. 4-1 FMeera MWOMK 
8-1 MU Mrere, 8-1 attest 304 OreMfaMd, 25-laBm 

MAC I CAMPSIE FELL HANDICAP (CLASS E) 

L1!ZEJ £4jQ 25 added 3Y0 lm 4f 

1 230 5UUSET (13) M Jotrsai 9 7 

2 0-1063 BB1£MJ0U(M UJdnaaiSlO KMOhB)2 

3 -06CO1 CWE2WarfQS)|Ct9MC8Twho99 LCtereocfc6 

4 6*OC WnMnCB (m 1 HWW« fl 7 TMfi 

5 050005 MMSW«(U9Difcok«a710 ItaUMrO 

6 0000-0 MOHawaNC£S SWN B)aMI710 NRmaArl 

MMnun 7a 10®. Fruo Mnjfcae tie iffas: Maaosn 7a?*. Sw 
JBJ fmsa 69 IQ® 

Bnn«7-4 Qmzm Cfa, UtUteew. ll-*Sretej. 74 Beto B%», 
1W Mtrtsraa, 3U Stetegr hfaeoB 


HYPERION 

2JD0 HortSc Breeze AjOO Mengaab 

Z30 Fremwl My Love 430Cugfna 

3j 00 So lntropld . . 5JH) General MoiAtar 

330 fart aft (rib) 

GOING: Good loSodL 

I 8ULL8: SoalRbt coarae -sund* aide: rwmd coarse -inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Hi*h up to lm. 

■ Left-hand, imdnlgttnf! ombm vttb a gu* M In 

■ Come is on A466. Chcpaunr nrn fCardUT - Ooucetfer tine) lm. ADMISSION: Club 
| SI*; TUoaallBXlO l'OAF*£5j. CAB PARK: Free. 

LEADING TRAINEES WITH RUNNERS: R Haaaoa - 14 «tnsea troai 1 18 nmatts ghre 
aweerai ratio of HJBftand bVib 10 aSl level aretcof £45.71. DArirattnot- 8 winners, 
38 nmaen l Sl.l4fc,-fS4I.OO;I,Onraaa!>7«iia«as > 12 nsmen. E8L3K. +£0-81; B BUM - 
6 wins era. 24 nomas, 25.3%, -fSftlft 

LEADING JOCKEYS: J Reid - 12 vtumns, 77 ddes, 15.5%. -431.48; L Dettori - 9 wto- 
nm, 01 numers.29%,40J2;8WUcreartb-9 wbmera, 56 rides, 16.1%, +S8.13: TQMbra 
-9 winner*. 73 rides, IftS*. 435D0. 

BUNKERED FIRST TUB: Mfraridoa (ftOO). 

WINNERS IN TUB LAST SEVEN DASScBnna la The Faadly (3 DO) won X Warm* on 

Tuesday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Myraddoa (3:00.1 has been sent 220 tales tif Mre LSnbte 
from HmtMi S essay, North Yorkshire; Westcotm Mafic (ftOO) sett 218 m8a by M Easter- 
by tea acriff Buuoo, North Yorkshire; Aoacdhnaa (ftOO). Bdea’s GUI 030) A Botlesv 
{2J0 ]mu 191 nakabyJ Berry ErornCockcrtam. Lancashire; DqyeHa(4.301 seat 164 adks 
by D Unto tram Ncwniarffirt. Soflatk; Apache Stax (ft3Q) sera 184 mBea bj G Wragg ftom 
Newmarket, Suffolk; Metraab i*D0), B ea td e Swing (4^)) A Metta Star (6X0) son 164 
"- H — ‘T 1 MiiMininiM .Suffolk: g.w— . ^ nnjMMrt IA4 i. (W^. 

Newmarket, SuTWk. 

|4AA| BOLUNGER CHAMPAGNE SERIES GEFfTLEMSfS AMA- 
TEUR HANDICAP (CLASS G) £3jDQ0 addad lm Penalty Val- 
ue £2^74 

1 00051 SHBare EXAMPLE (181 0* D M «*rt P Matin 5 120 Mr LBNnr (4) 1 

2 2600-2 H0(®tC »S2E [HE) (220) Air MafcdRn 9 Jcnac) U Pipe 5 11 13 »Aftnwt7 

3 36045 IBJ0I (7)88 Co « Racing) DMsaySmMiSU 6 Mr I McCarthy B 

4 5138S0 CLUB)UPi4)(qi|AsEjVWtara)P6ant4l08 Mr A Ereot (*) B V 

5 05405- U«SBSMDE(30a)(CD)(MrJeThBlclrelGBakbc8108_l»Jltareterm3 

6 24350 SUt£M0R(13)(HwivnyFtaci4 BUkren5105 IbLMfBrfB 

7 000403 ASIBM(CIA|CD)(WCItaiHI«JBBdBr991J JWOMcFlad (4)4B 

8 568000 PROUDBnMD6l0RDC14(D!(teSJEchaddMRBGdey998 

t«r « !»»!■ 1 

9 00406 SAHUM 07) (D) 94 Tbtj WSM8 J Long 11 9 7 MrT«Maa(4)9 

10 0000V M0UniM(Uaq(M8q<MeKO9BnnMisSHton797_IBVIiteaUtWU 

-Ifldadared- 

IMmSB *eig* 9a 76. 7>0B ImOcap netf*C *ttrta*i M 5b. 

BETTMtS-iteMbMExampra 84 NBSdk MOM, HMta, Marti. 7-i SrewSerandB, 10-1 ' 
Dead IMteMat, Swnw, 14-1 rahws 

1998: arandi 7 10 7 Mr J Batter (4) 6-1 <G Brtdng tttrei (R 7 can 

PDRMQUDE 

Lous Baker, who has partnered fbir jump mmere and 33 in Arab races, reds a One race 
to SBirt Ns tel FW success when SrauNG EXAMPLE went In « Goodwood 18 day® agp 
and the comttneBon can supplement the gains off a 4n> tutfrermarttfater Matdn's chrage 
s not Ihe eaden of rides but was always g*ig wel at ihe Sussc track and. !eadng nsMe 
the trial furtonft ran on stronrtr to defeat Odwi Reef. Ihe nraket leader, a length and a 
haft. Most of Shining Example’s nne rhals are our of torm and the pit* of mem onid be 
Nortfc Breeze. Momn fate's chard das not been out on the FlatMnca a Southrrefl sec- 
ond to Gu» Shaad in January but has been kept on me go oner umber and will rex lack fer 
Btness. Norte Breeze ran ttirt to Shadow Leader in the Supreme Nowces' Hurtle at (he 
Cheltenham Festlual. wfilte he was successful at Newton Abbot and URraetar in May nod 

was concedng tha best port or two stone to the wmner when beaten et0« lengths ty Mr 

Mortarty on s return 10 tha Stsflbrdrtwe crane. HeBos. a lair fifth ot 13 behind Sharp Re- 
buff at Wbnmefc a week ago on ha first eppesranee stoce a fourth of 17 to Ashby HD at 
satebury In October - Proud Brtgadfer a tong way back m eighth- can atoo flgve. Sule 
Mor reft oe muon stragnar tor her Nortntfwm run beta* Diamond Omwn and has a pod 
refer w Leake Jetfert. Selection: SHIMNG EXAMPLE 

loqni SUMMER SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) £3£O0 added 3Y0 
lm Penalty Value £2,234 

1 01 mosPBBNG 08) fq (Mr DKSmW RHOO0S 90 L Dettori 1 

2 00500 SPSMSH WMSIQR (UR tfoon Metres Ull J W9 Q N«tfeea2 

3 500450 WNtnOR KPB (BE) n*r U Bateorm) k*s P IXjftoii 9 0. „__Akn*B Cook S) 4 

4 (WO® B0UISQ pRQ (t4) ff* A ftfcneS J Bary 8 9 PteraymS 

5 4«B6 KMgMaHgLOVE(»g)C15)(g)|MrWHPon3a<MPCaeB9 KDwfeyB 

6 0 6R4CC (1A (Rentoe Sjnlcan J Badey 8 9 - 8Dm-oo7 

7 05-000 JMMi8YtP)(lletererB»reralSpificBa|MBtotdraB89— »«h *— 

8 6000 SBlimRBREE(17)(Crteaam>HuftrstBRrtkc83.^. ISprafe5 

— S4rd*bl — 

BETIW fcSAn— eB My lere, 5-3 Prospering. 3-1 808am, 12-1 Yfento r Kk«, 18-1 Grace, 2S-1 
Spaebti Wrerfar, Jn Buy, 3er Jsbleo 

1998: Charara kno (USA) 3 8 6 S Drtwne (3) U-4 (R Hac«es) raawn 18) 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Pmpartage the only one wnh recent rerafing tarn to tMsRhiimrlnHp, defeating 
Effervesence half a length to a seven- furlong damer here lft days ago whesi a 2D-1 stwrt. 
As mat ms erty her sec<tod race, she oitfit to prepess farther but HtHEWOl- Mlf LOVE, 
wim the race cottons m her (areur. looks a better propostoon. Pad Cue’s «y, a winner 
a Muodfaurtfi ana Goodwood tgxto o salt} « 1996, h® finished unpfecad In her tour 
outtngi Ms season tat she stumbled on reaving the sons when bred in a wsor behind Le»- 
sued at &W>tnn last tuna rax) she could be worth another chance gong without the head- 
guMere. Seiectloa: FAREWEU.MY LOVE 

I on'nl STEVMARDS TRIAL HANDICAP (CLASS Q £7,500 added 5f 
Penalty Value £5^78 

1 10308 FOND EMBRACE (17) 88 (CDmma’OerBGkhnen} H Cardy4 100 _6C«rtwB 

2 460502 VIESIC0URrMAGK(6)([*fWKHDtton)MWEBSttW*911 KDwfey4 

3 -14000 REPERIUKY (11) (D) Mr U S S*ndo3 M Santos 4 9 10 Jt Price 111 

.4 -30560 MYIMID0H(lQmWMreNW)«i)MnLSBas3S4^ IFQteilB 

5 631012 •mM3H(BE)tt0ira W(toRrtwrdTtwn33DHapdriJ<JBs591 1BM9 

8 140200 M6BUUN (4) (COI iteekcmdlxO J Baty 7 9 1 p Feroay (3) 11 B 

T 351605 MSlERiOlSCM(G)(D)(MrBotiFtoarneiRHates8ai2 L Dotted 3 

8 103303 SOMimpQRQtZfDi(MrFAfayward)JBfB3^r7810 SDcorowS 

9 -06054 BUMROSemnmmtWCUdlerralUSfaniredSSU ltee7B 

10 -70335 UINARWsr (34) PBdttPABaraejM Meeds 488 II fettered (7) 3 

U 221205 HMIBUSQ8E)CU)IQ8(0BnebUYltongSWiesUnB9KDnwi(|Bii8rt)wi385 

Jtertfe (tear (3) 6 

12 00-110 CNJ08BluaU(U9n(teMcftartAR]t)MQBiiMn3854 _P P Mttptiy ® 13 

U 167331 RUKSMTHE RUOLy(7) (tQ fiaGQAeyCGrcerMXXQG McCkUl 5 7 13 (7ed 

— i RMteea^UB 

_ 13 dteteed — 

BETTMfi: M ftntcsurt kfetfe. 54 Fond tebrace, 7-1 Rns fe Tire My, 81 MpmMaa, Wsfer 
Mm, Eejae Rue, 10-1 taflaash. So bnepK, 32.1 etten 
1996: Araeftrai 6 B 6 G Carar 10-1 U teiy) tkwn (3] T ran 
FORM (XHM 

RU NS IN THE FAULV. B coesteam My, comas here to gmt heart altar tw deerswe »fer- 
reck win a week ago arid, penalised Tto, sttt goes off bottom ws&it and the good 

darner MM Mrten Bhes oil 5b. lies s a tourer race twt she tw^a be goad enagi 


As for Benny The Dip’s most 
serious rival Ryan’s long at- 
tachment to Henry Cedi’s yard 
has given him personal knowl- 
edge of Bosra Sham's capabil- 
ities, and he is under no illusions 
about the task facing her rivals 
on Saturday. U I rode her at work 
just the other day." he said. 
“She’s a filly we all respect 
enormously and she's definite- 
ly die one we all have to beat” 
With the Irish Deiby sitting 
just six days earlier in the cal- 
endar. the Eclipse is not nec- 
essarily the most obvious target 
for an Epsom winner, and those 
who made the trip in recent 
years enjoyed mixed fortunes. 
Nasbwan, in 1989, was an easy 
winner, but Erhaab, in 1994, and 
the considerably more talented 
Reference Point, 10 years ago, 
failed to follow up after winning 
at Epsom. Reference Point was 
beaten by Mtoto, who, like 
Bosra Sham, arrived fresh from 
victory in the Prince of Wiles’s 
Stakes at Royal AscoL 
The going at Sandown was of- 
ficially good to soft yesterday - 
the rain has dearly not been 
quite so persistent as that in an- 
other part of the London sub- 
urbs- though Andrew Cooper, 
deck of the course, admitted 
that “if there is any further rain 
it wOl turn soft pretty sharpish". 

That might be to the Ifiong of 
Sasuru, who won the Prix cTIs- 
pahan on good to soft at 
Longchamp last time out, but 
even Geoff Wragg’s most de- 
voted followers will surely hope 
that the ground will not play any 
major part in deriding wnat may 
prove to be one of the most ex- 
citing and significant races of the 
season. 


to fellow up. Wwtoout Itegto scored Ore times bb • tmno-twr-oU to 1995, Ns that suc- 
cess earning in a Nowcaste saner and the tost to Used Bade at Ayr, trifle he wound up 
that cfeifetofi wfth • second to the Group 11wa Gunmns Srakas at AsoaL Successful in 
the FkM Msnhsi States at Hajdra* flrat tone up Ian term, he has fated to score since 
buuhoNBd a&s of a fam revival tost Ume n gjng under a (engn end a hatfo Charte 
S&ettal Chester and he codd go dose, winner of her km two eons tat term, at Nor- 
ito9iamandHB)idock(Bioduaam.faiidBitencewBbe8iebeitaferherciporangSBidoiiin 
fifth behind Johnny Staccato, but ItaWfed more then em lenghe ^behlnd Wetecourt Mag- 
ic when both wera unplaced agfrK Arato at Doncaster (Used) n September and meete 
ten lUb worse- Mfete tad MynnMew and Carafe Eqtaro tn arrears when ftfth of 18 
behind Prince Dome at Aaoat aid aeems Ihe^ to oortein that nmntog ^though P^yrmldon 
is the type feefy to imprew tor the nrst-tinra Ntetos. Mlaesh has won Woe at Batf> ffas . 
—an but M flb worae to with li— r Mat who was a dose-up Mart to ten on Die aec- 
ond occasion. Rapertoqr aprenga S0-1 surprise when tocterg out To ThB Roof at Newbury 
(gxxJ to Arm) n Aprfl on Ms reappearance, fbBowtogwnh a forth behind /tart at Bath bui 
has not shown anything In three runs since. tefectlnnr RUNS IN THE FAMILY 

iqonl BREAM CLAMING STAKES (CLASS F) £3300 added 2YO 
1±™J 8f Penalty Value £2£13 

1 0 BSlDMf (RQ (Si) (aprJ UacdontaBotfenan & Rstrns) H Itahan 9 Q Cram* 

2 000 mw DAiBUB (HOP) (Mr £JtfnfaijfR Hannon 90 JtaaOTMl 

3 HEBTCSTBURQ (VkDMiiaySnteODMnqrSmihBll ClcwthorOlS 

4 0 SABS {EE) (lOmBaryVtefiai Catering VOarroi 9 6 PPMrephyOlB 

5 M RUDOLF 04r HI Itanosi A Cnerrtertsr 8 3 0000*7 

8 120 EMM'SGerORQIie{D)(MrSBnBBny)JBBiy82 PFCreey(3)3 

7 0145 FESSnNfanuco7)0*GLaale)WGMTkiira8O S Create {7} 2 

_ j — 

BETUNfe 134 Presta Mmm, 3-1 Stoh, 7-2 GMWs OB, 1M Kh« Darfta 12-1 BMton tbs ta 
posbr, 25-1 Ifl RrekM 

1996: Vttoa RMta IW 2 9 0 J F Egan 5-2 te (Ms L StobW tom CL) 6 ran 
FORM QUOTE 

KMG DARIUS ms yet w reach a place In three outtop but he shaped wed at Baoi on Sat- 
untoy, finishing seventh of 16 to market leader Brandon Rank after drfltfcrg from 14-1 re 
25-1. It • Italy that three Is a race to be eon with toe Persian Bold coR - who is toe firn 
feel of a ffanddauffor of 1966 Oaks heroine Vakxls - anc tore might weft be ft. Edna's 
Gift's three races have el been In sollera, wsming on her debut early laa month. She tet- 
kroed with e five-length second r toe same grade at Mtoerhsmptnn aid seventh of 17 to 
Tancrad Times on a rerun to TWisk. Jadi Benys fifiy gets 12b from King Darius and could 
poae a threeL Even ea. Rental Fortune, who ^Ts2lJb(ncixNigSW« Carson's 7b c*arnj 
from the selection, looks the man threat. Preston Fortune ran as wel as could oe eject- 
ed far a 50-1 mence when tan of ftw to tadambed at Bam and hM atoo brought up Ihe 
rear behind Tree Teller ot Brtffaon before toat - losing Ns chance at the start - but w» 
eucoassM to a Southwel solar ip May, making aftto defeat Benton* (three vuns since) 
a neck. aata ttw c WNG PARAS 

TTnn] WORTHNGfIDN DRAUGHT BiTTDI MAB3EN STAKES (CLASS j 
D)£5JK)0 added 3YDlm2fPenattyVaJuo £3^38 | 

1 06 aUM^«UolnlMnsTtaraQ«<NteinOL4JteBe90 SBrataa* 1 

2 345 MEMGMB (USft)(U)(Sheiti Hired AIMttauifiJ Garten 90 LDetMl | 

3 43-443 IWIIf»RiOMIERyBI(19)m»<RHmioeHihdSteRan)HCsid7»a._CnifiBre 

4 KMlMU0RE}(HHA^Nsn)LQinanl89— IIMto5 

5 HAfiHMK PD (Mr Hamdan N Mrtaun) W R Ham 8 9 RMfe2 

6 00 l«umniM(X»(aBQ|SqitaEDerta>en)Urttknielanag A Darters 

-Bdtdreed- 

BEIlWfe U-10 Menprtt, 1X4 Parreja Btrei Hrem 92 Katana, UG fttartrafe, 12-1 Fohta 


1998: Ocps Pane 3 8 9T Ms 8-1 (1*5 J Cec« dram (41 10 rat 

FORM GUIDE 

MENGAAB cat open his account. John Gosden’s SBuer Hawk colt, third to Fantasbc Fel- 
kret ai Yort last September on Ns only Juanita start, disappointed taen fewxrte and an 
ei^a-tenph faurth to Banbury at Rrefcar on ht* return but ted a furlong otx when a faur- 
and-a-hatf-iength fifth (OT 10) to Bombazine In a pod makfsn at Newmerhat 11 (far s age. 
PentyaFrMaHemen, Uely utaeseenubeteeradran&genowheiaiMesashortHtrto 
and ts back tn matter company. Is toe one to tare- Fourth to Skttfe Empire re Kempton 
(lm 3f maktenj on ha return, Perfas From Haavret took the Game ptacang in Heart Of Ar- 
mor’s race at Mndsor (lm 3f 135yds) and ran thW to Ctas Peart at Goodwood fim 4fl 
- those test two rtaptoys both in Iwvflcaps. luce Cumart’s debutante KaHane Is haft-Ss- 
«rto dual 19BS Derby Wctor Kalqesl, whfla Dick Hem’s newcomer Masharfe la a Caer- 
leon haft-rtsterto meny winners todudtag fan Bey and Roseae Tan. Satockkxc MENGAAB 

\A Ofl I MDDLE LODGE FLUES' STAKES (HANDICAP) (CLASS D) 
ESflOO added 3YD lm 2f Penalty Value £3£47 

1 0-321 DOYaU9tDOD94rSaeedktenana}OUx)er9 7 XDretays 

2 21-430 AnUMESUUltl9)(teAE0nre««lftB)GWne9E MHta8 

3 13-500 CMfflto UDT (PB) 94 DtoDMWgS) A Herat 813 Dtes<maM4 

4 5-531 ffiOTlE 5WWB (BS (D) GTnitay Porit Sari -> Gosden £ 11 (5od IDeWsIS 

5 080-2 COMA (36) (Mae B9ratAG Baking 89 BPHM3 

6 84-54 ra TO (RQ (6)B*r Nod Omni DAbuBviot 8 9 SMWwortbS 

7 034 KUB&£(3ZterJHan{afiBKfeS4 DHoBre«f7 

8 OOO AnMB(DS4)(XQ0rtrKwndBnAIMattMn)Plfeta4ii<71D 1 total 

-Sdretaed- 

tataia w#k 7ta lOfe. Tree hsdktawttfB «otte 7S Bte. 

BTK ISOSaaBBa Mafe 3-1 Dojeto. M Apatee Star, Mtefa 7-1 CBgtaa. M Td W, 18-i 
Cfayn UW, ISO. Mate 

19» Ctamied Ora) 3 9 7 R Htges 10-3 (D bated taw (3 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Deyeta. who mates her handcsp tfetwt, got off tfre mark In strong fisshlon when com- 
ing home by 10 tenths at Goodwood (good to salt) and wfll prepress further, but then 
again so wUI SEATIlf SWora retd she gets a iraUabia lOfa frem toe top wei^ft. SeaBte 
Swing struck term in good style on the soft at Mndavwhen stottdemg top weight in her 
lint handicap and la 50> higher today. Chghro, rotw-up to StHen nare on her test out- 
mgrence October, and MMe. in me ftame to boot her runs mis arm, appeal most of me 
Others. SuteL t l o wi SEATTLE SWING 

CjOfl I U0NS LODGE STAKES (HANDCAP) (CLASS E) £4jDB5 added 

12221J 2m 2TPMalty Value £2^01 

1 061 NBMSDRfUSfatUJIlIrKNidUtalSJGortBna 100 LfMtarfOV 

2 28040 SMDYFUteS(Bq(U)0taSUesey)RBUd«v4 9l2 C lartbre (7) 2 

3 68034 GUMNR fUSI) £2) (Mr A N Sckxtuxtt R terror 4 9 11 IMd5 

4 000-X SafSMLMOUXIMiCLQWASKeiasrOMfaeTBO DHcteredl 

5 <a«X) 6FfDfSMkMIflBI(U54)Q.4)ftteNBT5ftrtaDI*sP[>iteH7 813 

tmnea Cook (£} 3 

6 00356 BMDESPnOE{U)(MrKCWtaGHan684 IFtata(7)7 

7 (M)O0 SHYMXW(HQ(2D(OaisbfaRBrag9EaltaUmnd)KOn*i0reivarMi571O 

— MarttaDwyer(^4 

ftfetam teVre AriOfe nw ftanfUte tagte Shy tafar 7« 

ffiTTOKb 54 Mads Star, U-fCmtari 7-2 Gtasrallfaifctar, DM. Sandrftao, Bride's Pita. 25- 
1 Spring Mreafeoa. 33-1 Shy Frefar 
mt Ktete 5 9 6 G Bental 5-2 br (ft Cuts dram (2) 7 on 
FORM GUIDE 

MEDIA STAR, half-brother ro me smart Ew Uftfii, 8 on IDsion his first hanrirap but he 
dtt come home by 11 tenghs n a Redcar maden (lm 6ft tiifasago. maUngaiL Anun- 
dreused teut^w-rtd, John Gosden's charge wu grt reran bener aid should stay wen. He 
hu b rtwnO action, so Mmdd act on toe ground and b toe erty one 01 too sewn-strong 
fcrid >n farm et presera. Perhaps toe pick of ihe opposition «M be Garaak, soil a maiden 
but tobd to httoff a Foaragona cn hs return and fourth to State at No to rnfram. Qatar- 
Wi Moettror has not won on me tad since 1993 but was nmner-up five times last term - 
apes demoted - and won lira hurtte races In 199507. Ho dd not nm badly, afthougt 
unplaced, at toe Ascot States a Wrigta&. Selection: MEDIA STAR 


Fire burns fingers of Fame’s supporters 


Fame Again was a costly loser 
for favourite backers al Ponte- 
fract yesterday. The Lynda 
Ramsden-traincd filly attracted 
on-course bets totalling more 
than £24,000, bui ihe odds-on 
shot failed by half a length to 
beat Watch the Fire, the 16-1 
outsider of the five nmners. 

Witch the Fire was a wel- 
come winner for the Newmar- 
ket trainer Jack Banks, whose 


learn have been going through 
a quiet spelL 

Judy Woodward, Bails' trav- 
elling bead girl, said: “Our 
horses have just started to fire 
again now. Wewere more hope- 
ful than confident today, but the 
soft ground came right for her." 

Our Main Man sprang a 20-1 
shock when winning at South- 
well yesterday. The favourite, 
Goodwood Lass, an eight- 


length winner at Wolverhamp- 
ton a fortnight ago, drifted 
badly in the market from 6-4 to 
5-1 before finishing last of the 
nine russets in the hands of 
George Duffidd, who later re- 
ported to the stewards that die 
filly resented the kick-back. 

in iheopenmg race, Duffidd 
^■as beaten ir^ ««md ^lace on 

Prescott's Rico Suave (8-11). 


RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 





V . 



sport 


WIMBLEDON 97 


' 


' r- , 

-y t --ry ••• 

4, * •< . ■ - / N, k 

c&a* ; ' 




" *3f - r £ •£& 

- ' •*. r * 9 

- ^ 



Britain’s Mark Petchey, who was stretched to breaking point by the former champion Boris Becker on No 1 Court yesterday 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Novotna swimming against the tide 


GUY HODGSON 


# Like grapes in a 
supermarket, the 
women's singles at 
Wimbledon is be- 
coming seedless. Six 
fell on Sunday and Monica Se- 
les followed yesterday, which 
makes the theory that the 
women’s game has less depth 
than a 20p pike as difficult to 
stand up as the coin itself. 

Jana Novotna, Mary Pierce, 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario and 
Mary Joe Fernandez did not do 
laps of honour when they took 
their appointed places in the last 
16, but given the way the rest of 
the fancied runners are per- 


forming perhaps they should 
have done. A seed winning 
□early amounts to a shock in the 
•current climate. 

No one more so than Novot- 
na, who exudes such a fragile air 
since her collapse m the 1993 fi- 
nal that you fear she might lose 
after she's shaken hands on a 
beaten opponent. She defeated 
Gala Leon Garcia 6-4, 6-2 al- 
though if that suggests a com- 
manding performance the 
impression is wrong. Advantage 
Miss Novotna was not just a 
score but a description of a play- 
er who was nearly as bad as she 
was good. 

“I think it was much better," 
the third seed said before reg- 
istering the flaws. “Nevertheless 


there were points I wasn’t really 
happy with. Maybe I was just too 
focused or too concentrated and 
sometimes I made a silly mis- 
take. I need to relax and enjoy 
it." Novotna relax? That will be 
the day. 

Yesterday she explored the 
extremes in alarmingly quick 
fashion. Novotna broke Leon 
Garcia to love in the first game 
but had two double-faults in her 
first service game and required 
three deuces to hold. The serve 
and volley game, by its charge- 
to-the-net-and-hope nature, is 
never an exact science but she 
is more erratic than most. 

Still, she survived to face 
Fernandez in the fourth round, 
which put heron solid ground 


as she surveyed the horizon. “I 
saw that Monica lost but it 
doesn't mean the whole bot- 
tom of the draw is open. Who- 
ever beat Monica must have 
played really well." Asked 
whether the women’s game is 
in a state of flux, she replied: 
“We are seeing a changing of 
the guard." 

As for her own longevity, the 
28-year-old Czech attributed it 
to a fitness regime. “When I 
look round the locker room the 
other players don’t have that,” 
she said. “I keep telling myself 
to work hard but also not only 
to take from your body but give 
back. That’s the important part 
for staying healthy." 

A fully fledged member of 


the old battalion is Spain’s 
Sanchez Vicario, who has been 
in the final for the Iasi two years 
but who was playing so poorly 
and infrequently earlier in the 
year she was being likened to 
Andre Agassi of the womens 
tour. Now the comparison to 
Agassi circa 1992, when he 
won, is looking more valid. 

In the first round the 
slimmed-down eighth seed’s 
6-0, 6-0 demolition of Clare 1 
Wood was more a reflection on 
her excellence than on the for- 
mer British No I, while yester- 
day she swept away Argentina’s 
Florenda Labat 6-2, 6-4 in 45 
minutes. The fact she lost only 
six points on her serve under- 
lined the gulf between them. 


*Tve started better than past 
years.” Sanchez, wbo last lost to 
"anyone other than Steffi Graf 
at Wimbledon in 1994, said. “I 
feel more comfortable on grass 
and I’ve had a good prepara- 
tion.” That included a shared, 
rained-out final, against Novot- 
na at Eastbourne. 

Mari' Pierce, the ninth seed, 
was barely troubled by Magui 
Serna, who was the junior Wim- 
bledon runner-up last year, and 
who has risen to No 51 in the 
world rankings in her debut sea- 
son. 

That surge was halted dead 
in its tracks 64, 6-3. She will 
now meet Sanchez Vicario in 
what threatens to be the tie of 
the fourth round. 


Krajicek’s confidence grows on grass 


# When Richard Kra- 
jicek needed inspi- 
ration last year he 
watched a video of 
Bravdicart. He saw 
enough hostile Englishmen 
then and he will be confronted 
by many more today when he 
meets Tim Henman and a 
courtful of supporters. 

The Wimbledon champion 
has never played the British 
Nol before and just about the 
last place he would choose to 
confront him is on the lawns of 
the All England Club. As Paul 
Haorhuis Will testify, beating the 
man is one thing, overcoming a 
the waves of Hcnmania is an- 
other.’On People's Sunday the 
mood was raw, rampant 
jingoism. 


Krajicek, the fourth seed, 
described the prospect as “very 
interesting" after he had de- 
feated David Rikl in the previ- 
ous round but his compatriot 
Haarhuis might tell him other- 
wise. The Dutchman had a face 
like thunder as he left the Hen- 
fest on Centre Court and he was 
clearly unhappy. Had the crowd 
helped Henman? “That’s too 
difficult.” he replied, his diplo- 
macy not entirely concealing his 
anger. 

• If the match was being played 
in Paris or New York, Krajicek 
would be a strong favourite as 
Henman is short of match prac- 
tice since the operation on his 
elbow in March. At a wet Wim- 
bledon, where he had less form 
to lose in the rain delays than 


Guy Hodgson looks at the task ahead 
for Britons Henman and Rusedski 


most, the equation becomes 
more complicated. 

“I’m serving very big,” Kra- 
jicek said, “but I'd like to be 
more consistent with my re- 
turns. I’m getting there." Com- 
pared with h is form this time 12 
months ago, he added: “Last 
year I wasn’t very happy with 
"myself.. . I haven’t had a bad day 
menially here.” 

That mental equilibrium has 
been achieved by Krajicek's 
coming to terms with the sur- 
face, Monica Seles rays that you 
have the battle half won if you 
accept the grass, warts and all, 
and the Dutchman has got bet- 


ter at Wimbledon as he has 
learned to forget the occasion- 
al bad bounce. On Sunday he 
even welcomed that the turf was 
beginning to wear. 

Krajicek has a serve that en- 
courages comparisons with a 
blacksmith's blow on the anvil 
but that will not necessarily dis- 
courage Henman, who is finding 
force easier to face on the un- 
predictable surface than 
guile “It's funny the way the 
court is playing." Henman said. 
“It's sometimes easier to return 
the first serve. The second comes 
through the air quickly and as 
soon as it hits the court it can be 


bouncing in all directions; [then] 
it comes through slowly, which 
I don’t find particularly easy. 

“From a statistical point of 
view he’s the favourite. He’s the 
defending champion and he's 
ranked higher than me but 
that’s not the way I'll approach 
it. Til just concentrate on my 
own game, firmly believing I can 
come out with a win." 

Greg Rusedski, Henman's 
friend and rival feels today's re- 
sult lies with Krajicek. “When 
Richard played Michael Such 
and Pete Sampras last year 
they were probably two of the 
best matches I've seen on grass. 
For chose two weeks I don’t 
think anyone could have beat- 
en him. If he brings that form 
it's going to be awfully tough for 


Tim. But he hasn’t shown it yet" 

Rusedski has reason to feel 
more confident about his own 
prospects, because his Ameri- 
can opponent today, Richey 
Reneberg, is ranked 46 places 
below him. Indeed, it is difficult 
to envisage a scenario that 
could be more favourable for 
the British No 2 in the second 
week of Wimbledon. Not only 
is he playing well - one defeat 
in 13 matches -but the draw has 
opened up so that he will not 
have to meet a seed until the 
semi-finals. 

‘‘My next match is not easy.” 
Rusedski said, “because Richey 
returns so well. I can't really 
look to the semi, because if 
you're looking Lhat far ahead 
you might not be there.” 


YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 


TODAYS ORDER OF PLAY 


Men's singles 

Hotter R iv^lcek iNemi 


Tliird round 

T wwdondgo (Ausi tn A Raduescu (Gw) 
6-1 6 J 6-4 

P RAFTER lAns) W C Van tiara* (B41 7-5 
6 4*1-6 6-3 

B BECKER (Gen tn M Peirtiey iGff. 6-3 6-3 
6-2 

P SAMPRAS iUS! 01 B Black (ZimJ 6-1 6-2 
6-2 

P KORDA |Cr Repi m A O'Bren (US) 6-3 
.d-6 6-3 6-7 6-1 

M RIOS iCfrlei Dt J Van LoTum (Nedil 7-6 
6-3 6-7 G-4 

N Kiefer (Gen bl A MEDVEDEV lUW 6-J 
6-2 6-7 6-1 


S Tested iFr) bt M SELES (USI 0-6 6-4 8-6 
D CWadtawa id Repi bt R Zrubakora (Slo- 
vak) 6-7 6-3 8-6 

J NOVOTNA ICZ Repi W G Leon QarM lSp> 
6-3 6-2 

M PIERCE (Frt bt M Serna (Spl 6-4 6-3 
A SANCHEZ VICARIO iSfll bt F Labat lArg) 
6-16-2 

N Tau»t iFri bt J Wiesn* tAut) 3-6 6-3 
0-2 


Men's doubles 

HMersrM Wooctfonie and T WtoSvtt# tAjs) 


V KAFELNIKOV (Rust bl J Sioiiennerg iAusi 
6-3 7-6 A G 6-3 


Women's singles 

Hauer S Crar iGen 


Third round 

P Hy- Bo ui art iCan) W M Gcybowska (Poll 
6-5 6-1 


V Basulo ilrdoni t» N Kjnmuta (Japan 6-3 
6-2 


M J FERNANDEZ (USI bl T Tanas ugam (Tbaj 
6-2 6-4 


A* A .Venra iVen bt M Maleeva (Bull 6-2 
7-S 


First round 

J Novak and D RM (Cz Rep) in M Ke>l and J 
Saiwnstwn (USI 7-5 6-3 
B Haygartb ISA) and G Van Emourtfi (US) bt 
0 Dettitre and G Raoui (Fra) 7-0 6-2 
S Srote lAusI and C Suk (Cz Rapl M D Diiu- 
oa (USI and R Sown (Bab) 60 3-6 6-4 
D JOHNSON and F MONTANA i US) bt P Cash 
(Auk) and R A Reneberg (US) 3-6 8-3 6-4 
J ERrngh and P Haamus (Nethj bt P KHderry 
and M Tebbufl (Aus) 7-6 7-6 
A OfnovsUy (Riel and B Steven (NZJ H J Del- 
gado and A Foster iGBl 4-6 7-5 6-1 
T Woodondge ana M WooafwtJe (Ausi tn N 
Pereira (Veni aid C Van Rensburg iSai 6-1 
6-4 

M PKHJPPOUSSIS and p RAFTER lAifli bt L 
Jensen and M Jensen iusi 4-6 6-3 6-4 
B MacPhe iUSi ana G MuSenSA) «M Petcnev 
and A WcnanSson |GB) 7-6 6-3 


Second round 

N BROAD IGB) and P NORVAL ISA) nC Bran- 
efi and F Masson tlu 7-6 6-1 
W Black iZimi ana J Grata (US) bt E Sancnez 
iSpl and F Santana (Frt 7-S 6-4 
B Behrens |US) and C Hag^ra (SA) bt PAi- 
bano iArg) and S Dosedel [Cz Rep) 7-6 6-7 
6-4 

S Groen iNetn) and S rtraron iCroai btDRarv- 
dall and J Wane (US) 6-7 6-4 6-2 
J Krnppscfttd (Gert ana i Tarango (US) bt G 
CONNELL (Can) and S DAVIS IDS) 6-4 6-7 
6-3 

R LEACH and J STARK (US) bt K KJnnaar (US) 
and A Ktonov iMact 6-3 7-5 


M J FERNANDEZ and L M RAYMOND (US) bt 
C Cnstea (Rom) and M Gnytxwsfca (Poll 
6-3 6-0 

L DAVENPORT (US) and j NOVOTNA (CzHep) 
u D Graham (USl and K Kunce I Aus) 6-1 
6-2 

MHfNGS I$Mt] aid A SANCHEZ VICARIO iSoi 
RKA Gum iAus) and C Morariu [USI 6-3 
6-3 

G FERNANDEZ (US) and N ZVEREVA (Bela) 
at K Freye (Gen and S Noori.rder (Noth) 
60 6-2 


(Noon start on Centre Court anti No 1 Conn: 
1 lam starts on outside courts) 


M DAMM and P vizner (Cz Rap) m E Coum 
and b Mota iPOfl 6-4 7-6 


Mixed doubles 

Holden: C Su* and C Sutoa CO: fapl 


J EUORHMAN and N KLA.TT (Swat bt B Black 
Oml end J Gtmetetob (US) 62 6-1 


Women’s doubles 

Hokiets: H Sutaa (Cz Repl and M Hingis (Sms) 




Appelmans upsets the cart 


First round 

A FUSAI (Frt and R GRANDE (It) bt M Raz lAr» 
arrt A S«ot IFr) 63 60 
M Saem and Y Yoshlda (Japan) « E De Lone 
<US| and N Pratt IAus) 67 7-5 64 
A Koumtova and E Likhovtseva (Rust bt P 
Snrvar lUSi and E Srnyda IAus) 3-8 7-5 
9-7 

N KUlMUTAend N miyaGi Uapani bt V Csur- 
0) (Hun) and C Schneider (Gerl 6-4 63 
A Huber i Gerl and M Seles (US) bt R Nidef- 
ter ISAi and K S RmakU-Stunko (US) 7-5 
63 

S A swdaB ana A Wainwh^it IGS) bt P Len- 
Bra® (Cz Rep) and R Zrubakova I Slovak) 
63 62 


The 38-match unbeaten run . with which Martina Hirgfe opened- 
the year began in Sydney in January with Hie defeat of her bp^ 
ponsm in today's fourth round, Sabine Appel mare of. Belgium.. 
But Hings needed three sets for/fire win agMnst a pteyerwho 
went on to reach the quarter-finals of the. Australian Open <Ap- 
pelmans's best showing- in a Grand Slam) and how stands at 
19 in the world rankings. JUeft-hander of great poi se ,- the 25-. 
year-old Ajapeimans has long been one of the. mctst coffetstent. 
and Watchabte players on Ire tout Dismantikigthe bfgrSerying 
Brenda Schultz- McCarthy in the. previous round forthe-lciSs of 
only five games was hugely impressive, and she goes ihfo , her* 
meeting with the No 1 seed, with her confidence buo^d-tt^MlI.. 
surely be Hingis’s toughest test so far. . SfrrmO’ffeiSSn 


Second round 

A FRAZIER and K PO iUS) ht Jooes IUS) and 
M Munc (Ooal 62 6-3 
l n bland (Lao and h sukova iCz Tep) or 
O Lugma (Ukrt ana 6 wagTer (Gen 63 62 
N ARENDT iUS) and M BOLLECRAF (Neml bt 
Staie-nee Park IS Kor] and Stn-dng wane OaQ 
62 60 

K AOAMS and L McABUUST bt B ftoner (Gw) 
and □ van Roost (Bell 63 1-6 64 
C Barclay (Aus) and C Wood iG81 bt K BOO 
GERT iNedi) and I SP1RUEA (Roml 4-fl 7-6 

6- 4 

C RUBIN (US) and B SCHULTZ-MeCARTHY 
iNetm bt M Saekr and Y YoENda (Japan) 

7- 6 63 

v BASUKI (Indo) and C Wa (Netni bt L Gar- 
rone and G PEJcmm rnj 67 64 62 
S APPELMANS (Bel) and M OREMANS (Nedn 
bt A Dechaume-BallefBi and S Testud (Frt 
64 63 


First round 

L Paes (Ind) and R DragormfRorrij btCWniw 
son an! 3 Snotfi (GB) 4-6 63 61 
N Broad (GB) and M De Swank (SA) bt D Ran- 
dal (US) and D Jones |Ausj 7-5 64- 
T Mddeton and L M McNal iUS) bl S Note- 
boom (Norn) and S Jeyaseeian (Can) 7-6 
7-5 

M KNOWLES i Bah) and A KOURNIKOVA 
iRusi bt s Motvoie iUS) and n i Prmt (Ausi 
64 7-5 

D Orsarnc and F Labs (Argl bt J wane (US) 
and M Mine (Croai 6-4 7-6 
M Barnard ISA) and K Boogan (Non) bt G 
Van EmtMtfi IUS) ard E Mofcharow Id Rap) 
62 7-6 

A OLHOVSKIY (Rus) and L N9LAN0 0*J bt 
D EMerot iSwo) and L naming (Aus) 7-6 61 
R LEACH (US) ml M BOLLEGRAF (Nethj bt 
R Smith iBah] and A Frazier (US) 61 2-6 
62 

K Kmnoar (US) and N Myag tlapan) btPNor- 
val and L Horn (SA) 7-6 63 
D ADAMS (SA) and A FUSAI (Fr) bt K Ullym 
and R NWeffer ISA) 67 64 62 
P NytxMg ana a Csmscn (Swe) bt R Bergi 
(S»W) End P Hy-Boutas (Can) 7-5 67 6-4 
C Suk and H Sukova iCz Rapi trtT Kranemam 
and K tbnekfi-Somkel (USI 61 7-5 
P GNbrarai and l Raymond iUS) bt W Black 
(Ziml and A Grossman (USl 4-6 6-3 7-5 
K Jonas tUSi and K hurra (Ausj bt B Kay- 
Si/th (SA) ana T Jones iDSi 6-4 63 
O Sapsftxd and S A SMdafl (GB) bt S Groen 
(Ned) i and H viupva (Cz Repl 7-5 7-5 
M Mmyt and EUttttvtseva (Rus) bt J EAGLE 
(Ausi and C VIS (NW)| 7-6 64 

WAnhuraiAua and 7 Knzan (Sloven) biAKm- 
nov (Maci and A OLsza I Poll 7-5 1-6 11-9 
LJawen ana K Adams iUS) W a nwent (Aus) 
and C Barclay (Ausi 67 61 13-11 
Seeded playcn m CAPfTALS 


Centre Court 

A SANCHEZ-VICARJO (Spj V M PIERCE (Ft) 
M RIOS (Chile) v B BECKER (Ger) 

T HENMAN (GB) v R KRAJICEK (Neth) 

Court One 

G Rusedski (GB) v R Reneberg (US) 

M J FERNANDEZ (US) v J NOVOTNA (Cz Rep) 
P SAMPRAS (US) v P KORDA (Cz Rep) 

Court Two 

P RAFTER (Aus) v T Woqdbridge (Aus) 

M HINGIS (Swit) V S Appelmans (Bel) 

(Seeded pteyers m capitals \ 



QUOTES OF THE DAY 


■ 1 should never have tether 
back into the match. 1 am not 
timing; my backhand as 1 usu- 
ally, do and I. got a little tight 
-mentally. I still believe I can win 
Wimbledon one day. I would not 
be here if I didn't Monica Se- . 
les, the. No 2 seed, after her 
defeat by Sandrine Testud. 

■ Boris [Becker] is plying in 
■the Premiership and I’m play- 
ing at Ybrk. The difference be- 
tween playing at Wimbledon 
and in an Indian satellite event 
is like going to the moon. Mark 
Pte toh e y , British journeyman 
professional, after his taste of 
the high life. 

■ I came here not to be -so 
much In the newspaper in the 

i morning, but to play good ten- 
i nls. I've been in the newspa- 
per so many times. it's just fine 
with me. Becker. 


■ You need to be very, very 
patient >bur nerves have to be 
excellent Becker on the psy- 
chological strain of winning 
Wimbledon. 

■ Looking around the locker- 
room at what players eat and 
how they take care of them- 
selves I don't think they are do- 
ing it ina professional way. \bu 
have to not only take from your 
body but also gwe back. Jana 
Novotna, at 23 the oldest 
women’s singles seed, reveals 
the secret of her longevity. 

■ There's a bit of a brought 
coming. In a few years, there's 
definitely a possibility of not too 
many Americans being high- 
ly ranked- Richey Reneberg, 
one of only three players from 
the -United States - male or 
female » left in the to'uina- 
ment- 


Court circular 


the lush I 


/T> Centre Court, the pride of 
'^'Wimbledon, took a bat- 
tering from the seeds yesterday, 

with Pete Sampras companng 
the hallowed surface with ce- 
ment and Jana Novotna de- 
claring the bounce was about 
as true es fife on the moon. 

Sampras, the Wo 1 seed who 

knows the court like his back- 
hand having won three cham- 
pionships on the manicured 
meadow, played there for the 
first time in the current cham- 
pionships and was not im- 
pressed. 

“I couldn’t believe rt in the 
warm-up,” he said after bury- 
ing Byhori Black, of Zimbabwe, 
6rl, 6-2, 6-2. “It was very 
chewed up. There was no 
grass in the middle and some 
areas were like cement. I’ve 
never seen it so chopped up." 


Novotna, Noai 

seed who prebeegS .Sampras ‘i 
on court, was jusfjfci forthrigit. ■ : 
-You nevef “gert;%- decent 
bounce, it’s realfy &^ty dam- 
aged,’’ said the CzfeSft'after her 
straight-seas vto^owBpain’s ' 
Gala Leori GsrcieL : ; 5 ‘. 

The vdtie^ force# head 
groundsman- JEddie .Seaward- 
to abandon tusTofer and as-, 
sure the ptsyeis'that all was 
well. "We have alwaj(s strived 
to achieve perfect playing con : 
ditions on all qtir cruris.” ha- 
said. "I am -6hvfoipy v con- 
cerned about the condition of 
Centre Court, bid are in- 
creasingihe air flow through the 
night wgri the use of fens, and 
once die molsturg has dried 
out I am confident the court 
will become firmer, look better 
and continue to perform well." 




Tim Henman rriakee Ws mark on' an admiring fan before 
practising at Wimbledon yesterday ' Photograph: PA 



Karen Cross and Loma 
Woodroffe, the only two 
British women to win an- 
gles matches at Wimbledon 
this week, wVI receive an ex- 
tra bonus when the Women’s 


Tennis Association announce 
their latest rankings nexfMorv 
day. ; 

For the first time. Crass, the 
bubbly Devon left-hander, and 
the 20-year-oltf Surrey player 
Woodroffe, will both move into 
the world's top 200 and vmA also 
be ranked No 2 and No 3 in 
Britain behind Sam Smith. 

.Cross collected a massive 
96.5 points -16.5 for winning 
three, qualifying matches, 44 for 
beating American Linda Wild 


and Spaniard Maria Sanchez 
Lorenzo in the first two rounds, 
plus 36 bonus points because 
world No 44 Wild and Sanchez 
Lorenzo, ranked No 71, were 
so far ahead of hor on the com- 


puter. 

The -2Syeac-olcT1ram Exeter 
started Wimbledon at world No 
322 and British No 8, but ts ex- 
pected to climb as high, as No 
147 next Monday. 

WDodraffe, improving ah year, 
started the Championships at 
wortd No 242 and British No 5. 
She gained 49 . points 'in total 
forbeating iB-yeafold Swiss 
prodigy and world No 33 Patty 
Schnyder in the first round and 
will jump to No 166. ■ 



unriu uKinuiH mhummm mmwu 

Maatc Todd Lor to Nctfst KtyeoeKKanos tooo Itortra te Fwan Franoh 
Woo*nOge m Kwfor in Ui® n Ms way n (te w oppomnt oonri charapon trsUan Harry 
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Lost to Ccdnc Pot)* Sactyxav Lost m Braon 
p»«m <n dm fwPttioeed. cnnsiMtowm. 
tMtavc silstnl 


Lost 10 S*w Lmt a Omg in 
Apoetnww m MUa afslnu nuMMf: 
DnOviq mund AndnuOte ** n R2 


IB nous --3 

Japan^KBnwtj 

putodaffaiHp-j 


31,204 The number who 
turned up for People's Sunday 
- 6,310 up on the previous 
middle Sunday in 1991 

9 The number of women 
seeds who are no longer in the . 
competition 

37 The number of minutes 
before Sandrine Testud won her 
first game during her . shock 
victory over Monica Seles 


3 Th£.number of Americans 
stiE in foesin^es-- Sampras qpd 
■ Reriebfetg in the men, Mary Jo 
Femifedez In the women -i . 1 
12JE^n,The number of yfew- . 
ers who. watched Hm Haomart 
beat Paul Haarhuis on EBC W 
8-1 The odds on. ^Greg 
Rusedski vanning Wimbledon. j 
Sampras Is 11/8 feyouriti^ 
Henman is 16rl ' " ' . 


TT T F cmV l JULY 1997 * THE INDEPENDENT 




- > 


Mainly cloudy, showers developing. - 


Maximum tempilSC 


Game set and watch. 
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Villeneuve’s limitations ore exposed bj? Schumacher 



Motor racing 

DERICK ALLSOP 
reports from Magrry-Cours • 

Someone asked Craig Pollock, 
manager of Jacques Villeneuve, 
where his protege might be. “I 
would think he's gone home 
with his tail between his legs," 
come the sardonic reply. 

In fact, the pre-season cham- 
pionship favourite was fending 
off another barrage of questions 
v about his latest inauspicious 


v- performance which had yield- 


ed only fourth place in the 
French Grand Prix. 

The Canadian was endeav- 
ouring to put on a brave face 
(which you would Med to be- 
neath that hair), but evident dif- 
ferences of opinion with his 
bosses on technical matters had 
again undermined tfaeircause and 
exposed limitations that charac- 
terised all those who venture tc 

take on Michael Schumacher. 

The German's third win in 
four races had given him a 14- 
point advantage at the top of the 
drivers’ standings ana con- 


firmed what he is now at last 
prepared to acknowledge - that 
this year’s title dould be his. ‘ 

The first public acceptance of 
that prospect will be another 
psychological blow for Vil- 
leneuve and his beleaguered 
camp. Schumacher said: “Dnr- * 
ing the race, for the first time 
this year I began to think about 
the championship. If I cany on 
racing the way I am, then Pve 
got a chance. 

‘‘There's a couple of circuits 
after Siiverstone which suit our 
car better. Ferrari have made a 


big step forward and well know 
more after Siiverstone;” . 

. Schumacher will be at 
Northamptonshire circuit to- 
morrow and thorsday, testing . 
before the British Grand Prix oio 
Sunday week. A previous test 
there provided him with scant 
cause for optim&n, but then he 
experienced similar anxieties 
in the build-up to the race here. 
Only a convincing recovery by- 
VUIeneave on Williams’ home 
ground wfll be good enough to 
- check the shift of power. 

Villeneuve m aintain s that 


will happen. "“Fm not happy 
about this race," he said. 

- “We’ve had twt> bad- races. 
But we are going to get it right! 
When we tested here we were 
two seconds a lap quicker than 
MfchaeL Now they arc two sec- 
onds a-lap quicker." . 

“We had the wrong set-up for 
this race. We thought it was go- 
ing to rain more than it did. We 
underp erfo rmed as a team. In 
perfect conditions Williams are 
still ahead. Definitely.” 

VflJeneuve’s preferences in 
setting up his car have been at 


odds with Williams’ calcula- 
tions marethan price and hare 
revealed a chick, not apparent 
in Schumacher’s- armour. 'He 
and Ferrari are as raptedashe 
and Benetton were. - . . , 
Patrick Hraxl I Winia&& tech- 
racal director, sajd; “We : were 
outperformed by Ferrari here. 
I don’t know- if that is-because 
of the car or the set-tip, but we 
will be going to - S&ezstOBe 


Jacques has hisown ides on 
set-ups but there are no Kmita- 
tionsta his riworing the set-up 


he wjdieS- However, he xks^e^.-, 

a httle over-optimistic. IfsgdH^ 

tobeagreat*fruggieandag6od- 

bmtkfo the end of the season.* = 
Villeneuve was oomp^ehta- • 

S^c hiimadie r but 
wmiams’ other driver, Heinz- “ 
HaraldFrentzen, and theGer- 
man will believe he mighty a 
emerge as the main chafleigw- 
to Schumacher. " -- 

Within Formula One, how- 
ever, there is a growing feeling : 
that neither of the Wiffiamspipt- 
.tagonists will be capable ofc 


.denying Ferrari their first dn- 
vers' title since 1979, and 
.Eddie Irvine’s third place cimv 
.^ sotidated their lead m the con- 
-^racftnsVdaampsonship. ' 
David Coultfiartf, o* 
; McLaren^vIercedes, echoed fa- 
miliar sentiments here when he 
smcb’TtwiDbegood for the^JOri 
ffFerrari win the championriup 

- tod: X ilwnlf Michael can do it' 

- r You have to say the luck is with 

them at the moment but perhaps 
~they deserve their luck. They 
were lucky in Canada but they 
s- ccriainfy deserved Hus one.” 


Springboks 
ring the 
changes 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 
reports -from Johannesburg 

South African rugby partisans 
have never been noted for their 
fond appreciation of opposition 
teams, but Martin Johnson’s tri- 
umphant Lions appear to be 
held in higher regard by the 
Springbok hordes than by any of 
the political bigwigs back home. 
Fran Cotton, the tour manager, 
yesterday admitted his surprise 
at the absence of a congratula- 
tory message from Tony Banks, 
the new Minister for Sport, in 
the wake of last weekend's 
series-clinching win in Durban. 

“We've heard nothing from ei- 
ther the Government or the 
Opposition," said Cotton, who 
can date his first brush with the 
good burghers of Wsstminster to 
1974, the year of the most con- 
troversial Lions tour of all to a 
land then in the depths of 
apartheid. “We know our per- 
formances have made an impact 
at home and we've received a 
good deal of support from rug- 
by-people and some involved in 
other sports, but there have 
been no official congratulations.” 

Perhaps Banks might lake 
note of the Lions' achievement 
in the light of last night's an- 
nouncement of the Springbok 
team for the third and finaiTest 
in Johannesburg on Saturday, 
for the Lions have succeeded in 
making an unholy mess of Caret 
du Plessis' original first-choice 


side. Henry HonibalL, the hard- 
running outside-half from Na- 
tal, has been dropped from the 
21-strong squad following his 
travails at King's Park while two 
front-rowers, Naka Drotske 
and Adrian Garvey, are rele- 
gated to the bench. 

Jannie de Beer.n quality goal- 
kicker who played strongly for 
Fee State against the midweek 
Lions in Bloemfontein seven 
days ago, wins his first cap at 
standoff while James Dalton, the 
fiery booker from Gauteng, and 
Dawie Theron. the Giiqualand 
West prop who played against 
Wiles in Cardiff last December, 
reappear in the pack. There are 
two other changes up front: Jo- 
han Erasmus, another Fee State 
debutant, replaces Ruben 
Kruger at blind-side flanker 
while Krynauw Otto cakes over 
from Mark Andrews in the sec- 
ond row. Both Kruger and An- 
drews were injured during the 
ultia-pbyrieal battle in Durban. 

Meanwhile, Jason Leonard 
captains the midwee kers against 
Northern Free Slate in Welkom 
this afternoon. Regarded as 
the least testing fixture on the 
13-match itinerary - Northerns 
caught an SO-point shellacking 
from Western Province in one 
of their most recent matches - 
the game should see the Lions 
at their most adventurous. 

The two latest additions to the 
party, Kyran Bracken and Tony 
Stanger. both turn out. Eager to 
regain his scrum-half berth whh 
England in the one-off Test 




England 

lose 

the killer 
instinct 



New arrival Tony Stanger chats with newly shorn Ian McGeechan during the Lions training session yesterday 


Photograph: Em pics 


Saturday week. Bracken win be 
looking to capitalise on the rich 
vein of form he struck towards 
the end of the last domestic sea- 




wing and wifi then rejoin the 
Scottish squad for the remain- 
der of their South African tour. 

“There are two matches left 
and we have a total focus on 
mamtainingstandards,” Cotton 
said. vwD wait until after the 


game in Welkom before putting 
together the side for the final 
Ust and we won’t shy away from 
making changes to personnel if 
we believe they will enhance our 
a dean sweep. We’re 
going to Ellis Park to wm;‘in the 
first two Tests, we bad to fight 
for our lives but that’s not the 
situation any more. The battle 
now is with ourselves in terms 
of attitude and commitment." 
Keith Wood, the Irish book- 


er who was one of the most in- 
fluential performers in both 
Tests, is in serious danger of 
missing the Johannesburg 
showpiece because of groin 
trouble. Yesterday, Cotton rat- 
ed his chances no better than 
50-50. Alan Tbit and Eric Miller 
are also struggling with strains; 
Tail damaged a groin musde in 
the later stages of Saturday's 
epic while Miller, des] 
make the field as a rep 


for his first Tbst cap, pulled a 
thigh muscle as he rushed on. 
No one could accuse the Lions 
of a lack of enthusiasm. 

BRITISH BUS (V Northe rn FM state, 
wten, taiiteE rsdavMo (Known and 
England); AStaiqger (Haw* and Scotiand). 
A Batons) (RictmonO arid Mates). N Baal 
[Northampton and En0ancD, T Updteood 

fHewcasfe and England): M Catt (Boh and 
Bi£and). K fraction (Saracens and Engard); 
J Leonard atartequns and Englwni capo. M 
Ragan (Bristol and Entfand), O’ Toting 
KMfM Wales). N Rattan (Ban and Bre- 
land). S Shaw (Wasps and Engand). RWato- 
wrfjgt (WBQonlara and ScottrcQ, A BpaoM 
(Santana and Brigand). N Back (Leicester 


<nd Entftraft. RBatacmnfr: N JanMna (Pon- 
typridd and Wales). J Onscott (BathauijgU 
land), A to y lUrcestef and 
W TOmaa (Rtfmwnd and 
flrtcamerraid En gand).TItai»ar (Northamp-I 
Inn and 

SOOTH AFRICA (vftttali tea, Jot ua ai oa ta a^ 
B a l i te ft . A Jnteart (NamD; AS^raan [North- 
anHaate,Pi*»il»iio| IWr ifunPrownoa)] 
~~ — -nifTT -fiTi Tinrii 

■(Western Amice): J da Baar (Frae Stow. J van I 
ter Waadateai (Norttwn TransaaO; p du 
Randt (Foe Start. J Drttoo (Gauteng. D 
[Iberan (Qnqutenl Was), H Stoydom (Gauteng).! 
|K OBo mattan Ttanstett.J tern* (Pee Sbbs. 
Ba iW c hai aifftetel. mod. A Venter (FteaSBD. 
Rtente B Bamatt (Bonteri. B Wente 
JSDMlBvlVMn), Wtoarpto (Fm State. M 
Patete gteB Stater. A BamyHataD. Frai Hite 

ten OMatesi 


Athletics 


The world triple jump record 
holder, Jonathan Edwards, has 
pulled out of two grand prix 
meetings this week - one Lr*' 
Lausanne tomormwnlu*; Judo's 
Bislet t dnFnday - with 
jltMvl mjury. 

Edwards "first fell the effects 
of the problem at last month’s 
European Cup in Munich, 
where he restricted himself to 
only two jumps when winning 


Athletics 

SUNDAY'S LATE resUTS: SbrtBaM IMF Orate 
Pte mate* (Bon Vatey Statean) uatei 
teonaate wi octod Mwt lSttocl OBHte 

laoisecaiVoowiGB 1 lSJS.3LOeae<CB> 
X5J7: * D CarWJfl iGfl' 15 47: 6 J (CBi 
HySti, 7 D Kthei iGBi 1458; a n BaTMota icbi 
15.73. 400m IITIxtvh ‘GBI 44 4». 2 M Refwa 
a»«B» -Was: 3 O M.nor iliSi 45J4: 5 J BauWi 
iG8> 45S1; 7 R Bue* 'CS> 45.70 Bntey Carr 
INK X V tovonfcioo (Bun iS3.2& 2 1 
iGBi 3*4JQ7; 3 T KWSEnan iGBi 6 K 

Mduy rGBI 3:56aa: 7 M (TSullwn (BO 1-57 49. 
Tdrt* JMite 1 < Eteaitb iC8> 17. W": 3 K Hr- 
racrTiuSi 17J6: 3 D Hamein 17.L3: 6 F 
aaeoo«iG» msa »i E-ae»dDo <cbi is.%. 
mSmc IS SiMTi [6B1 2Jlm: 3 5 K*n (Mon 
'Aar 1C5; 4 H Reft KBI 2JS: 

80 Grant KjBi2JO.W»a n arit l jfl|l nB lKHojniM 

IGBI 3rS&07: 3 S wnwtori (VSi «riX3 ; Sa 31 
P3«7 tCBI 4^)7 JS. X pserstiw an 
•oom nurttoK 1 D itemtwne Uacn 53-8^3 
7 Butod-Badcv lUSt 54J3; 3 H Bueflanan -USi 
55£t 4 S Omei fCBI 55.6K 8 V Jarman iGB' 
59.11. 

BasebaU 

uaEMCAM IEMUE: Boron 8 OotnK €: Town- 
■o 3 Bjtom 2: Nw vom Yart«e» 11 Owt 

lana ia Mwouttea J Kansas C«y 2: 


his speciality in Great Britain's 
overall team victory. 

The injury troubled bim 
throughout last week but Ed- 
wards, whose major target this 
Ypur'is the defence of his World 
'Championship tide in Athens 
next month, took the decision 
to compete in Sunday’s Securi- 
cor Games as a mark of respect 
to his army of supporters. 

However, in Sheffield, Ed- 
wards again experienced prob- 
lems and, after producing a 
second-round clearance of 


Soi 6 Unnena 4; Seattle 3 Anahean 2: 0»>- 
UM 7 Tews 5. 

NAI¥»«LtJEWa^A3ananP»»UW»5;Mw. 
Yarn Wets 10 PittStm^i 8: Houston ioo«cae> 
Cuds 8: San Francaco 7 CoWMo 4; uk »np 
tes 10 San Cte0> 4, Ftoida 5 Mammal 3; St Lous 
6 Oncautan 5 cl2 iraw^ji. 

Football 

The Mike Shetoa saga is set to end to- 
day with Stake's ptohfle sooner jowng 
Queen's ftj/k Rangers for £3. 5m. 
David Lee. the Bolton winger, is ready 
to join Wigan Athletic m a £250.000 
deal today. 

inanoraalFCngpaacAtMWnMi it>- 
rt»no-(i3 F.Vt* LB r lli 4; M$V tGen 2 Adl- 

IWR iDcni 0 Cm* TWr S*ebcrg (Dent 5 
HnaesFi OoenwmK (Ooaj Oc veto (Wen 0 
Omxj Gix tAoa 0 Oroup ibnK N£A Svitenra 
(Cyoi 4 4ns (N mi a Awene IW 1 Luane 1 
(5aei LGravteKAaraitSwUOMaccaiihauh 
T»13 iSrt L, Cny iRbd s>M) 0 SUmanJ Leas 
■Ben 0 . tesop FtaK StMMH iNari 5 B36Tm$n«n 
■Faraei a Dramo Maxes 2 Reurufa i&l t &ovp 
Sc Oteree (Oen> 3 Lotejr (JaM 4; Kewas riiOU 
0 Samamstnr 1. Omep tone Wmler 
nen tCen 2 Oner v«qe (Swi 1: Vans Buca pwt 


17J4 metres to win the com 
petition, be took no further part 
in the competition. 

Edwards said: “It is not sen 
ous. The heel just needs resting 
and I am missing Lausanne 
and Oslo purely as a precau- 
tionary measure.” His absence 
from the two grands prix means 
he will travel to defend his 
world title with only two further 
competitions, the British trials 
in Birmingham on 12 July and 
an international meeting in 
Salamanca two days later. 


(tofifp 3 Um*n«B l*N UteO. GmpSNt H*n- 
sae |S*w) 2 Kongsw'Ser (Nor) J_ Tioin Ptflos«u- 
ra ifiril 1 Kapufc mte htop 2. Ote tea; non 
im 5 0*a V*wzbi» (A* £ RvdBotfarai Am 
2 Z*n» (ShMAi a Sma 10: Cutante lYu® 3 tty 
ra Bona iRwni 2: SoarUH V«na (Btfl 0 Gnvwv 
Bn iNtert 2. Gma U: team MMnd iHu?) 1 
Pnfeter &enm 0u©0; MaccateHM iw 0 Fto- 
O^e (Oovenj L Snap Jl FHcuna iMmbi 

1 R«F«tvVvn» UuO 2; tenMa Stenta lOn 2 
M<*»»91 Ibiis iGecrt 0. 
com AMOBCA Ptort (L« P*B): BoHna fSvtfaz 
45) Baal (Edmunew 37. Ronatto 79. Ze natw- 
» 901. 

WQMO CUP Mte ZOue Group Fto* (Ptaam 
Pate): Csnteda 1 fSachm om iSUbMaran 
4 (Bo am 12. 33. Marauoo«44. KazaroeBS. 
WORU TOthH OMMFtONSKp OBartar«iila 
(Maifqrala): SoDtey: RaouDhc of Mbne 1 (Uoi- 
toy S(h Span 0. Ser(» tools RonoranK UiNsy 
v Oante FtepuIXc d Wand r A^srona. 
SPANISH 1SWUE Pteyraff woU to*; Rayo 
WibcanoZ iNVTKNKzpm 38. Coni)o83> Mal- 
toea 1 (Caws 58) itePogMs s-3: Mtect win 
anMteStetonjiaanateinpmnallonrtwnSac. 
ararffustan; Rajw vatecano raieuted «rom Ftot 

OMsioni. 

■WOR LEA 8 UE SOCCOte Tornpa Bay Mutnv 3 
U>i Angsles Galny 2; Kamos Ory KM 3 Col- 


Motorcycling 


The HRC Honda rider Alex 
Criville will not race again un- 


til September after suffering se- 
vere hand injuries during 
practice for last weekend's 
Dutch Grand Prix. 


His absence from the 500cc 
championship virtually guar- 
antees a fourth consecutive 


world title for his Australian 


team-mate, Michael Doohan, 
who is already 68 points clear 


of Crivfile and 90 ahead of 
Japan's Nobuatsu AokL 
Criville crashed in the first 


qualifying practice and the bike 
slid over the tarmac with his aim 


trapped underneath. He suf- 
fered tendon and bone damage 
as well as lesions of the blood 
vessels in his left wrisL His left 


thumb was badly injured. 

Criville hopes to have recov- 
ered sufficiently to race in the 


Grand Prix of Catalonia on 14 


September, though his injuries 
may mean he never races again. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


note Rapids 3 (TCmsb c<y «*» rtoof-oxt •• 3): 
San Jom Oa*h 3 Oates Bum L 
8UNDKV-S UOE RB9LU3E Pofafc Cte «nal 
(UKb): Ltrta Wa mu 2 ( Caig’.wfto 41. 
SrtciiateBBQa&KanaraaO.WBrldCiioCon- 
cacof am (Sea Stemtete Q Samdor 1 (Dik 
A rea 601 unffld Suras 1 Ham* Slj. 


£31^54^2. 5 J 


K Oram (Dan) U7.22U7, 10 I Wmson <B-& 
£17,12247. 

SOIHEW CUP SWOWS Lawft« placea: 1 
M l de Lorano (FH 47pS, 2 p Meuner Latnuc 
(Frt 34 soots. 3 A NtnofcR (End 27. 4 L Dows 
(&W 2LS0, S M Steion (Enp 2a 8 J Mart* 
lEng) laso. 7 AC Janasson(Mc) lBiSKOum 
(Den) 17. 9 H WteStMWl (Wad 14.50. 10- L 
Feodo^i (Eng) 134)0, T Jormean (Ena 7^.60. 
SUNOATS LATE REBUTS: Eurepsai Aoratoar 
Ttera Ch a irtten a l ilp (PoHmamooK) g ite et ae 
Aral: Spate IScoHandl (So names toff Four- 
tomes S Gana and 0 SanOwste G teW and 


C Mteon 3 and 2: J Lara and R Oura lost ® fl 
HowadarxlSV0L»B2andll.3 nP * rtMaic aptoy- 
ate SMtea l« Com Bh 0«e namn toot 
H Sunsan end J Tchoh loa to J Fanaten end N 
FW one hole: J Bactatrom and P Kansan a P 

Law ana R Or 

Leune 2 end 1 : 

liBadsownbaraGMcGmpseyanahoteSnn- 

sat hairad mOi Foe Tvmes kat n KNotan 3 and 
a. Bovioth: Entfand 1 Franca 4 iSWebaer 
and M Btodisy Wt « F Bouz end G norm ana 
hale: MCancrkSlttODmd 7 and 5 :RW«- 
0ns bt G Hawit 2 and 1 ; J Rose ton to F Smtsr 
J end 2: G WatoWteoana has to C Rneno one 
hole. UlliUac Waite 3 Roland 2 ru Srrtth 
andJOGntetenkmwMMuwncnandPPute- 
non 2 and 1 ; r tajtar tet ra A P»anen 6 and 4; 
M Ftencpon bi H Gotonen; N EMte ta M Mewis 
2 and l: D ten K k Areia 2 and 1 . Aod QnP 
tralYaphr(B^a)tteJM fto ai mu te aSte 
W 8 m M uato te w o t o i» a9 0 A Runnel 67 7* 
68 70, G coalmen (Ate) 71 73 67 SB Ate 
*QflcteK«atlWrtBfnW, 2 fflRJnteDn(s-e) 
73 72 6 S 67; 0 Lmn 70 71 67 73. 283 J 
Sffiarttenar MeW » ra 72 7tt 3B4 K Brk* (Ste 

73 72 B871;NVteJioora«fr(Ben 7173 7199: 
C Duran (S*o0 68 72 67 78T 288 E CrtMg Cm) 

70 72 74 6 a Srtoctod: 288 R VftVfcster T7 67 
TO T2. 387 S Crartn T 1 TO 73 73. 390M Mter 

74 72 72 72; G Coon 73 72 73 72 L Jamas 73 

71 70 76. 2M. M Faetef 74 70 71 76; J MMte- 


Dai Wilkins, the Welsh cham- 
pion, caused the first major up- 
so. of the British Championships 
in Worthing yesterday when he 
beat the English champion, John 
Ottaway, 21-12 in the preliminary 
round of the singles. 

Ottaway, the favourite, 
trailed from the early stages as 
Wilkins opened up an 8-6 lead 
after 12 ends and extended 
that to lead 18-10 after 19 ends. 


g 72 75 TO 74.283 B h0rt* 72 78 73 71; W 
Bbvwo 71 76 74 TL Sttei CtteteC (Moip- 


lote ataM«tte 266 GNonnan (Au») 6B 

26BD HBit 68 SB 66 86. 270 C PteV {*■> 89 
® 95 6 R RDanvon 06 66 69 70. 27l J Leonad 
66 7166 69. M Biafcy 38 67 68 70. N Pnco 
<am 66 68 68 99. J Don BU<e 70 04 88 89. 
272 T B»njm 69 69 67 67. M Hidden 67 67 67 
7L G SdUW 65 67 70 70. 273 K Pony 66 71 
70 66 . R OamcE 71 65 72 B5, S Lowert 72 68 
70 73. 274 P BtoctorW 69 87 7 3 S 5. S hcprtio 

_ 65 6B^L2n£jWq^ 

6771^Dft^ra^^%C ayo et 

71iJQod0BS67 6B72.2«KMMfalll 

66 70. aft 213 1 KaetoiW 72 71 7ft C Pteoa 71 
69 73. 217 L DMet 71 7 4 72. 


KDRBW1BBC0M CUPtStddB: AMI 3 tea- 
vote 4; England 0 Nadtetonds 2 . Manrtn ga: i 
AinotAb apts: 2 M w r a nan te 6 : 3 BWand 3; 4 
ABMtea 3; B Kona 0 : • Qraate a 

Motor rachag 

AUTO TTteDCR RAC WDM CAR CHA WP 1- 
OHSWB* (CrefL SMajf) Rdantf 13: CB topa. 


Rugby Union 


Edwards takes a week’s rest Criville in long lay-off Wilkins’ winning treble 


Ottaway closed the gap with 
a double on the 20th end, but 
a fine last bowl strike from 
WOkms. on the next end, sprung 
the jack for the three shots he 
needed for victory. 

Ireland's Jeremy Henry 
moved through to the final 
when he beat Scotland's Pat Mc- 
Nally 21-17. Henry led 20-12 but 
the Scot rallied to dose the gap 
to 17-20. 

The figbtback ended cm the 
□ext when Henry got the single 
be needed to secure the win. 


HUS nteok 1 A Mbv (Sort HvouR 
9Sn*n 03 30Jtee* “ ‘ 
iDKMftraift 
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6 J Ttei«nn #Sa Honda Aowd +1SJ2&'S J 
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RRgbyLMkgiw 
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iwn, 
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Hockey 

BILL C0LW1LL 

England 

Nefoertands 


England, as they bad done in 
then 4-0 win against Canada, 
started in a positive vein against 
the Dutch in their second game 
-in the Korean Telecom Ctip in 
Seoul yesterday, creating a lot 
of chances, but they could not 
recapture their cool finishing of 
the opening game. They were 
aba thwarted by several fine 
saves by an on-form Dutch 
goalkeeper Daphne Tbuw. 

In a highly entertaining game, 
the difference between the two 
rides boiled down to the Dutch 
converting two of their five 
penalty-comer attempts while 
England wasted seven and also 
failed with a penalty stroke. 

After an even first half in 
which both goalkeepers made 
a number of brave saves, the 
Dutch opened the scoring two 
minutes after the interval. Eng- 
land were caught by a well re- 
hearsed penalty -corner drill 
from the Dutch with 22-year-old 
DOhanne van den Boogaard fin- 
ishing off a clever move. 

England responded positively 
and were awarded a penalty 
stroke in the 45th minute when 
Mandy Davies' shot was illegally 
stopped on the goal-line by a de- 
fender. Karen Brown put the 
stroke wide. 

Hilary Rose continued her 
worid-dass form in the England 
goal with an excellent save at 
another Dutch penalty corner, 
but was unable to stop Hanneke 
Smabers scoring from the re- 
bound in the 58th minute. Af- 
ter a rest day today, England 
face Australia tomorrow. Yes- 
terday the Argentina captain, 
Karina Masotta, gave her side 
a ninth-minute lead against 
Australia which they defended 
until the 43rd minute before the 
Australians levelled the scores, 
going on to win 4-1. 

ENOAMfc H Row (lAMereny of Mwsa 
ctuae&n: K Brawn (SlogO: i Ewwon (Can- 
rntxiiy}. M Davie* (Sunon CoWfleW. capo. 
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Springbok backlash? 

Chris Hewett reports from 
Johannesburg, page 31 
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Juninho In demand 

Spurs and Atletico Madrid 
make rival bids, page 29 
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Testud a 
test too 

far for 

Seles 


Tennis 



Seleses Wimbledon 
record 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
reports from Wimbledon 

Monica Seles, one 
of the darlings of 
People’s Sunday, 
showed she does 
not like Mondays 
yesterday. The No 2 seed, a con- 
stant underachiever at the All 
England Cub, was helped out 
of this year’s championships 0 - 6 , 
6-4, 8-6 by the workl No 23, San- 
drine Testud, of France. 

Seles's dismissal will hurt 
those who supported her rau- 
cously through a second-round 
match with Katrina Brandi oq 
Sunday. The naturalised Amer- 
ican has become a popular fig- 
ure in SW19 since misfortune 
planted several kisses on her 
cheek. Over two years of her ca- 
reer disappeared when die was 
stabbed in 
Hamburg and, 
more recently, 
her father 
Karolj was 
struck down by 
cancer. 

After her de- 
feat Seles 
promised she 
would return to 
Wimbledon and 
attempt to fill 
newsprint for 
reasons more 
glorious and 
pertinent than 
her weight and 
grunting habit 
“I would love to 
win Wimbledon 
and hopefully 1 
have a few more years to try at 
it," die said. “I still believe I can 
win it and I don’t believe I would 
be out there if that wasn’t the 
case.” 

The scene of the capitulation 
was the any No 3 Court, where 
the visible cameras are on the 
fringes of the arena and not 
mounted in machine-gun nests 
as elsewhere on the campus. The 
immediate projectiles on the 
battle ground came from Seles. 

Tbstud won just nine points in 
a first set that occupied 21 min- 
utes of clean destruction from 
Seles. There was little in the way 
of sweet science as the Ameri- 
can clubbed away on either wing 
with the finality of an assassin on 
the ice floe. At the beginning of 
the second set, however, there 
arrived a sea change. “She [Tes- 
ted] started playing well on the 
key points and never gave up," 
Seles reported later. “She 
stopped making a lot of unforced 
errors and was serving very well 
when it counted." 

The No 2 seed's relative im- 


mobility was exposed by a series 
of drop shots, and the contin- 
ued openings created by her 
murderous ground shots were 
negated by a failure to ad- 
vance. Seles treats a net with the 
the same suspicion as a sockeye 
salmon, an element highlight- 
ed by the fact she did not play 
a single smash in the match. 

At die beginning of the third 
set, the whin of an upset was 
around a court packed to the 
gunwales and later augmented 
by spectators pogomg and 
climbing on friends* shoulders 
behind the canvas backstop. 
Seles gave her supporters a lift 
by assembling a 5-2 lead in the 
decider by employing superior 
court craft ana experience. 

If, for simplicity’s sake, a 
turnin g point has to be identi- 
fied, it came when' she was 
serving for the match at 5-3. A 
forehand from Testud was 
called long by 
the baseline 


1989 (netted 1IJ: btB Schultz 7-6 16 
64; C Ran* 6-2 6-»; E $ vtfmra 
64 63: tost id S Qraf (U 8-0 6-1 

1990 (seeded 3): bt M Strandmd 
6-2 60: C Baywrin 63 7-& A Milter 
6-3 6-3; A Hamcksson 6-1 6-0: tost 
to Z Garrison (5) 6-3 3-66-4 

1991 cfltf not pby 

1992 (seeded If: J Byrne 6-2 6-2; S 
Appetmans 6-3 8-2; L GBdametster 
64 61; G Fernands 64 62; NTaud- 
at 6-1 8-3; M NawatikNa 6-2 6-7 
6-4; lost to Graf (2) 6-2 6-1 
1983-96 dU not pty 

1996 ftmfed 2): bt A Grossmtn 6-1 
6-2; lost to K Sudanis*® 7-5 67 
64 

1997 (seeded 2k bt R McQufen 6-0 
62: K Brand) 67 63 63; tost to S 
Testud 0-6 6-4 8-6 

Stand Stan tM«c 4 Australian Opens; 
3 Francti Opens; 2 liS Opens 


judge but right 
by the umpire, 
Jane Harvey. 
The overrule left 
Seles at 0-30 and 
with a gremlin 
of disenchant- 
ment in her 
mind. “It didn't 
come at a great 
time, but I still 
shouldn’t have 
let it bother me 
that much," she 
said. “I was 
mumbling to 
myselfa little bit 
in that game and 
the next, too.” 
After that in- 
cident the fibres began snapping 
in the rope connecting Seles to 
the championships. There was 
the fleeting luxury of a match 
point at 6-5, but an ace down the 
middle, her sixth of the match, 
gave Testud a place in the 
fourth round two games later. 
“I think that women's tennis has 
improved a lot in the last few 
months and I think everybody 
is now beatable,” the woman 
from Lyon said. “I mean, even 
the top 10 players, if they have 
a day when they don’t play 
well it can be dangerous for 
them and they can lose." 

The 25-year-old Seles is as 
svelte as die has been for some 
lime and she bad a ample ex- 
planation for her new figure. 
“Love," she said. Seles's pro- 
portions have attracted greater 
interest this fortnight, following 
the grunting Wimbledon of 1992, 
when her exhalations were com- 
pared with the noise that comes 
from the honeymoon suite. 

Now some seem to be sug- 
gesting she is on the bulky side. 



Tyson’s bite 



on the line 


Boxing 


Monica Seles (above) on her way out of Whnbtdeon yesterday, while Sandrine Testud 
(right) celebrates victory over the No 2 seed Photographs: David Ashdown/Empics 


and if Seles does indeed have 
a form from a Rubens canvas it 
is only in comparison with oth- 
er near-skeletal bodies in the 
women's locker-room. “I don’t 
think Tm at the ideal physical 
shape I would like to be," she 
said this week. 

Seles is more a rounded fig- 
ure in another sense these days, 
and there were no histrionics af- 
ter her defeat as she later went 
out to partner Anke Huber 
successfully in a women's dou- 
bles. There are, she under- 
stands, other things to worry 
about than the sticks and stones 
from the Fourth Estate. “Tb me 
it’s hurtful a few times when 
they ask me questions and they 
are putting words in my 
mouth," she said this week. 
“But my Dad taught me to 
take all that in good spirits and 


I know now that all comes with 
the territory." 

Dad, who is also coach, could 
not be here this week as stom- 
ach cancer has confined him to 
his Florida home. He has at- 
tempted to watch his daughter's 
games live on television, but the 
excitement became such that he 
removed himself from the arm- 
chair and later watched tapes 
only after learning of the result 

“It’s really tough not to have 


my Dad here and that’s a little 
bit of why my game is suffering," 
Seles said. “It’s a pretty tough 
time I'm going through right 
now, so I can’t say Tm in the 
happiest period of my life in the 
last five years. It's a tough stage 
forme and I've just got to stick 
through it. 

“But this is only a game, a 
sport, that I'm playing and 
what's going on outside in my 
life is much bigger than that." 



marydejevsky 

reports from Washings 

As the Nevada State Athletic 
Commission prepared for to- 
day’s disciplinary hearing into 
the sensational ear- biting con- 
clusion to Saturday night’s 
world heavyweight fight in Las 
Vegas, it was not just Mike 
TVson’s future, or his S30m 
(£20m) purse, that were at stake 
in America, bin the future of the 

^Meanwi^^yson himself - 
who celebrated his 31st birth- 
day yesterday -was nowhere to 
be .round: 

On the second day after the 
figh t, arguments were still rag- 
ing about whether boxing or - 
Tyson was primarily to blame. 
The director of the Nevada 
commission, Marc Ratner, de- 
scribed the outcome of the 
fight as “a sad day for boxing”. 
A commentator for the right- 
-wing Washington Times, Thom 
Loverro, said Tyson’s action 
on Saturday night in twice bit- 
ing chunks out of Evander 
Hotyfield’s ears had “changed 
the face of booing”.. 

' The US boxing promoter 
Rock. Newman blamed the 
presence of so many “body- 
guards and hangers-on" in the 
ring at title fights these days, 
claiming that they had pro- 
voked the extraordinary scenes 
at the end of the Tyson fight. 

Even the president of the 
United States, Bill Clinton, 
joined the debate. Asked to 
comment during a press confer- 
ence at which he was presenting 
his latest tax cutting proposals, 
be said he was “homfied”, but 
delicately tried to separate the 
sport from this one incident. 

T saw the fight,” he said, “and 
until die biting incident hap- 
pened, it was a good fight. I was 
horrified by it, and I think the 
American people are.” He said 
he did not know what the role 
of the federal government 
should be in regulating boxing, 
but “as a fan, l was horrified”. 

There were, however, differ- 
ing opinions as to whether Tyson 
should forfeit his purse for the 
fight and whether his career was 
□ow effectively over. The most 
charitable view came from a 
Newman, who said: “This guy 
put his life on the line and he 
deserves to be paid-” The most 
severe judgment came from a 
number of professional sports 
commentators, who said that 


Tyson should be barred for life. 

. Several noted that he risked ». 
returning to jafl. Tyson is ou pa- m 
roteafter serving six years for 
rape, and could be returned to 
pnsonftthe authorities decide 
to charge him with assault other 
for a blow he is allegedly struck 
at a Las Vegas police officer 
during the melde bn Saturday 
night or for the action of biting 
Holyfield in the ring. 

: This eventuality was seen as 
unlikely - the polio; are not ex- 
pected - to press charges - but 
^fotyfield’s attorney, Jim 
Thomas, has confirmed that he 
will wait for the conmiESion’s ver- 
dict before deddingwhetherto 


“I believe the action of Mike 
Tjreon was actionable. Whether 
Evander Holyfield wants to do 
anything about that, well have to 
decide,” Thomas said. TSoth of * 
us feel for the good of this sport, 
which Evander has put a lot into 
over the years, there needs to be 
serious consequences." 

Whatever stance they took, 
and however distasteful they 
-found the prospect, few US 
commentate rs were prepared to 
bet that there would never be 
are-match. 

In Britain meanwhile the 
British Bating Board of Control 
has urged that strong action be 
taken against Tyson. Its gener- 
al secretary, John Morris, has 
sent a personal letter to Ratner. 
in which he wrote: “Now world 
bating wfll be watching Nevada 
for action. Obviously you may 
know midgating circumstances 
that we could not, but it does J 
seem as if only the sternest of 1 
decisions can rescue the image 
of the sport” 

Amid general condemna- 
tion, there was one voice of sup- 
port for Tfcon from Britain - 
from the former world welter- 
weight champion Lloyd Hon- 
eygfaan. A friend of Tyson's. 
Honeyghan said: “Holyfield 
should stop being a big baby and 
get on and sign for the next 
fight. Holyfield bead-butted in 
the first fight And he did it 
agamm this fight It was a pro- 
fessional head-butt. We’ve all 
done these things ifwe can get 
away with them. 

“I thought Mills Lane was the 
best referee in the world. But 
he was wrong this time. He aev- 
er warned Holyfield. Mike got 
frustrated because the referee 
wasn't protecting him. I don't 
blame Tyson. I would have 
done the same -if I thought I’d 
get away with ft.” 


Sampras leads the 
advance of big guns 
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JOHN ROBERTS 



ACROSS 

I Judges report of revolu- 
tionary standawls (10) 

6 Not a U stop using this mu- 
sical work (4) 

10 Laura performed for the . 
listener (5) 

II Pager carries message of 
fright from one who ought 


22 Mankind has ring to it 
which sounds the same (9) 


be stung? (9) 

12 Perhaps dark l — 
turn after day two (3) 


: blues will re- 


13 Colour will produce a cry 
of triumph in 2001 (5) 

14 Traders alarmed about the 
French preparations for 
attack (3,6) 

15 Silence about mirth on 
river from which none 
emerge alive? (14) 

18 One new fanciful measure 
about communist is out of 
proportion ( 14) 


24 Fix those people, informal- 
ly, somewhere to sleep (5) 

25 Organised navy to press- 
gang one (3) 

26 Issue from Threadnecdle 
Street? (4-5) 

27 The money-attracting 
English sort of park? (5) 

28 Cowardly old wife left the 
island (4) 

29 Firm's success wrongly 
stated in takeovers (5,5) 

DOWN 

1 British torture is hard and 
unpalatable (8) 

2 Buddhist notion to fore in 
Iran oddly (7) 

3 Keeping two on its board? 
(7.7) 


4 Having stomach to follow 
wild boar about in tree 

5 ^portcdly want to pre- 
pare dough (5) 

7 Hand over about a penny 
to get right American doc- 
ument (7) 

8 Has short hair to hi g hli g ht 
( 6 ) 

9 Came up about 7 as is 
dearly attested (4-10) 

16 Beans finished, they didn't 
win first prize (7-2) 

17 Not quick, defeated and 
very bred (4-4) 

19 Arranging loan takes short 
time as is stated (7) 

20 Morning facility keeps one 
in the vicinity (7) 

21 Contralto's partner's fat (6) 

23 Perform better as an un- 
fashionable party (5) 


Tennis Correspondent 

Before we become 
totally carried away 
with Henmania and 
the Rusedskian 
rave, it is worth re- 
membering that we have in our 
midst the reigning champion, 
the raining champion and the 
non-r aining champion. 

Richard Krajicek, last year's 
sensation, aims to prove that he 
is not a one-title wonder, a fete 
which may befell the retiring 
Michael Stich, who shone 
through the downpours of 1991. 

Pete Sampras, whose poetic 
attacking style has been de- 
scribed as boring, dominated the 
lawns for three consecutive 
championships of almost un- 
broken sunshine between 1993 
and 1995, and has the class to 
mop up on this occasion. 

Ah, yes, and we must not 
overlook Boris Becker, who is 
so proud that his life as a ten- 
uis player was born on the 


e expected to be Sampras's hur- 
dle in the quarter-finals. 

“The host country has had a 
few people in the third round 
and two in the fourth round, so 
it's normal, to be expected, 
that they write more about 
them,” Becker said yesterday af- 
ter dispatching Mark Petchey, 
of Essex, 6-3, 6-3,. 6-2. “But I 
came here not to be so much in 
the newspapers in the morning, 
but to play tennis welL That’s 
just fine with me. I’ve been in 
the newspaper so many times.’* 

Sampras was asked if he 
would like to be afforded more 
attention since Andre Agassi 
was not here for him to sneak 
in behind. “Have you forgotten 
that Rusedski and Henman are 
still there?” the American 


replied, smiling. “I prefer not re- 
ally being talked about, not be- 
ing the centre of attention, and 
just playing my tennis. 

“When Agassi's here, he’s re- 
ally the centre of all the tabloids 
and stuff, and with Henman and 
Rusedski playing very well, 
that's perfect.” 

Having continued a trouble- 
free advance by defeating Byron 
Black, of Zimbabwe, 6-1, 6-2, 6- 
2, the world No 1 will meet Petr 
Korda in the fourth round. The 
call lean Czech left-hander de- 
feated Sampras in an epic semi- 
final at the 1993 Compaq Grand 
Slam Cup in Munich. 

Becker's next opponent is 
Marcelo Rios, a 21-year-old 
Chilean whose popularity at 
the French Open earned him 
him the media’s Lemon Award 
(Martina Hingis received the 
Orange). Rios’s mood was prob- 
ably hot improved when anoth- 
er Latin American, [he Brazilian 
Gustavo Kuerten, left Paris with 
the men’s singles trophy. 

It may disappoint Becker, 
though not surprise him, to 
learn that Rios has repeated Ivan 
Lendl’s view that “grass for 
cows, soccer and go IT. The 
ig man’s coach, Larry Ste- 
ti, tried to smooth things over 
by saying, “In that case, I think 
Mareekvs turning into a cow.” 

Rios spent a good deal of time 
on the meadow of No 3 Court 
yesterday finding a way past 
John van Lottum, a 21 -year-old 
Dutch qualifier, ranked No 366, 
7-6, 6-3, 6-7, 6-4. 

“I came three years ago and 
I got realty pissed, complaining 
about every bounce when I 
oouldh’t hit the ball clean or play 
my game," Rios said. “I think 
my mentality has changed, and' 
T get pissed a little bit, but not 
that much.” 

Becker wifl endeavour, to 
make every bounce awkward 


for Rios. He knowsfretter than 
to take his opponent lightly, 
even on grass, from his experi- 
ence of playing the Chilean on 
Lhe clay of Monte Carlo last 
year. Rios defeated him in 
straight sets. 

Becker said: “He’s a very 
good counter-puncher. He 
plays with the power of the oth- 
er guy, takes the ball early, and 
has a very good feel for the 
court On agood day, he can be 
excellent Toe surface doesn’t 
matter. He has a good eye for 
everything.” 

So, loo, does Yevgeny Kafel- 
nikov, who appears to have 
cleared his mind of last year’s 
first-round defeat by 
i an. The Russian No 3 
seed defeated Australia’s Jason 
Stoltenberg, a semi-finalist last 
year, 63, 7-6, 4-6, 6-3. • 

Not thatKafektikoywfll view 
his fourth-round opponent with 
anything but respect' Nicolas 
Kiefer, -a 20-year-okJ .gentian, 
ranked No 9^ contihu e4 lo 
make an impressive debut Yes- 
terday he eliminated -Andrei 
Medvedev, the Ukrainian No 13 
seed, 6-4, 6-2;- 6-7, 6-4. 

Even allowing for tire loss of 
Stoltenberg, . the Australians 
are guaranteed, a quarter^ 
nalist Pat Rafter is due to meet 
Tbdd WbddbridgC in the fourth 
round. 

While the All England drib 
have broken the backlog of 
matches by gambling on a sec- 
ond People's Sunday, there are 
grounds for concern because of 
the wear and tear some of the 
courts have taken. 

■ Goran Ivanisevic has been 
fined $2iOOO~[£l,3SO] forreftsr 
ing toattend a sewnonfiaebcGi 
following his second round flb- 
feat io Magnus Norman on 
Saturday. 

More reports, results, 

page 30 











What part do you play In environmental decision making? What 
part could you play? The Open University's new programme on 
'Environmental Decision Making' to designed to help you develop 
your skills and become more actively involved in decisions si your 
community and in you 1 workplace and professional fife, from the 
local to the international level 

0 month courses or an MSc 

B rvkvntuaatal Decision Making: a systems approach is one of a 
number of individual 6 month courses you can take on a one-off 
basis which can be put together to build a diploma or an MSc in 
Environmental Decision Making. 





OU supported open teaming 

Our unique method of teaching lets you study wherever you like 
end in your own time. The Open University comes to you with 
specialty written texts, audio and video cassettes, TV and radio 
programmes. You also receive support from your persona! tutor 
and Regional Centre. 

For further information about the programme please fill in the 

coupon below. 


■ Co mpl e te and send this coupon fax The Open University, 
j PO Bax 200, Walton Hafl, Miiton Keynes, MK7 ENZ 

| Plsaee send me further infor ma tion on: 
f □ Tbit Env ir o nm ent al Decision Making programme 
| □ Higher Degrees from the Open Uroversity 1997/1988 
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